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One  hundred  years  of  Learning 

at  Qrand  Prairie  5e^inar}' 
and  Onarga  (Military  School 


1863  "  1963 


HIS  BOOKLET  has  been  prepared 
in  connection  with  the  centennial 
celebration  commemorating  the 
sister  institutions  Grand  Prairie 
Seminary  and  the  Onarga  Military 
School  at  Onarga,  Illinois,  October  5  and  6, 
1963.  May  the  Lamp  of  Learning  continue 
to  shine  brightly  on  this  campus  for  many 
generations  to  come. 

T.  M.  Frazier,  Editor 


"Oh  how  I  long  to  travel  back. 
And  tread  again  that  ancient  trackr 


Introduction 


In  the  css.:y  The  Eilucatcd  Muji  the  authur  Julm  Henry  Newman 
states,  "He  is  at  home  in  any  scxriety,  he  has  common  ground 
\\ilh  e\cry  class;  he  knows  when  to  speak  and  when  to  be  silent; 
he  is  able  to  converse,  he  is  able  to  listen;  he  can  ask  a  question 
pertinently,  and  gain  a  lesson  seasonably,  when  he  has  nothing 
to  impart  himself;  he  is  ever  ready,  yet  never  in  the  way;  he  is 
a  pleasant  companion,  and  a  comrade  you  can  depend  upon;  he 
knows  wlien  to  be  serious  and  when  to  trifle,  and  he  has  a  sure 
tact  which  enables  him  to  trifle  with  gracefulness  and  to  be  serious 
with  elfeet.  He  has  the  repose  of  mind  which  lives  in  itself, 
while  it  lives  in  the  world,  and  which  has  resources  for  its 
happiness  at  home  when  it  cannot  go  abroad.  He  has  a  gift 
which  serves  him  in  public,  and  supports  him  in  retirement,  without 
which  good  fortune  is  but  \ulgar,  and  with  which  failure  and 
disappoinlrncnt  liive  a  charm." 

I  lia\e  kniiun  manv.  many  graduates  of  Grand  Prairie  Seminar,' 
who  lia\e  exemplified  Newman's  "educated  man".  I  feel  that  my 
lite  have  been  enriched  by  having  known  these  fine  men  and 
women.  It  has  also  been  our  aim  to  inculcate  these  qualities  in 
the  cadets  who  have  come  under  our  charge  here  at  Onarga  Military 
School.  It  is  our  fer\ent  praver  that  this  campus  will  continue 
to  produce  "the  educated  man." 

Lt.  Col.  Todd  M.  Frazier 


^%^' 


IDedication 

This  Centennial  booklet  is  dedicated 
to  the  Founders  and  Builders  of 
Grand  Prairie  Seminary  and  the 
Onarga  Military  School  and  to  the 
alumni  and  matriculates  of  both 
institutions  who  lost  their  lives  in  the 
service  of  their  country. 


Take  fast  hold  of  instruction;   let  her  not  go: 
keep  her;  for  she  is  thy  life. 

Proverbs 
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The  Editor 


FOUNDING  AND  CHARTER 

lU  Major  D.  L.  RccA 


Tlie  majority  of  the  early  immigrants  coming  to 
Onarga  were  From  localities  in  the  New  England 
area  where  education  was  \alued  as  the  greatest 
asset  to  erecting  and  maintaining  a  democratic  form 
o(  government.  These  early  settlers  did  not  hesitate 
to  carry  out  their  convictions  concerning  education. 
Such  beliefs  no  doubt  prompted  the  organization 
oi  the  errand  Prairie  Seminary  and  Commercial 
College. 

In  the  spring  of  1863,  representatives  from  sev- 
eral villages  in  territories  adjoining  Onarga,  such  as 
Kankakee,  Chatsvvorth,  Buckley,  Middleport,  (now 
W'atseka)  and  others,  met  at  Onarga  to  decide  upon 
tlie  tvpe  of  educational  instiaition  needed:  its  loca- 
iiiin;  and  should  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
'  stablish  it. 

Uev.  P.  T.  Rhodes,  Methodist  Minister,  circuit 
rider  and  presiding  elder  of  the  Middleport  district, 
with  other  Methodist  ministers  of  the  district,  lay- 
men and  others  interested  in  the  advancement  of 
I  ducational  advantages,  were  responsible  for  the 
movement  to  establish  such  a  school.  Tlius  Grand 
Prairie  Seminary  came  into  being  and  was  incor- 
porated as  such  on  July  18,  1863. 

On  Februar)'  16,  1865  a  new  charter  was  issued 
to  Grand  Prairie  Seminar)'  and  Commercial  College. 

The  charter  states  in  part  that,  "here  is  created 
ind  established  at  Onarga  in  the  Count)'  of  Iroquois 
in  this  state  an  institution  for  the  instruction  of 
youth  in  the  various  branches  of  Literature  and 
Science,  the  useful  Arts,  Music  and  the  learned 
.ind  foreign  Languages"  .  .  .  "Tliat  P.  T.  Rhodes. 
Charles  II.  \\'ood,  Winslow  Woods,  Ransom  B. 
Pangborn,  Samuel  Harper,  J.  D.  Bennett,  Dr.  John 
W.  llinklev,  William  C.  Riggs,  T.  B.  Hall,  C.  D. 
Chapman,  K.  J.  Crack,  W.  G.  McDowell,  David 
McWilliims,  Dr.  Stewart,  Thomas  Vennum,  Fred- 
erick Felker,  John  W.  Flowers,  Elijah  Bunnell  and 
such  other  persons  .  .  .  associated  with  them  are 
liereby  constituted  a  body  politic  and  corporate  by 
(he  name  and  style  of  The  Grand  Prairie  Seminar)' 
md  Commercial  College"  .  .  .  "These  persons 
named  shall  constitute  the  first  baird  of  trustees".  .  . 

"There  shall  be  elected,  at  the  end  of  each  col- 
legiate year,  by  the  stockholders,  —  six  trustees  to 
take  the  place  of  those  who  go  out  of  office,  provided 
that  a  majority  of  the  trustees  shall  be  at  all  times 
members  of  the  Mediodist  Episcopal  Church— every 
person  shall  be  entitled  to  one  \ote  for  ever\'  twenty- 
live  dollars  he  has  paid." 

"Tlie  coqioration  may  issue  certificates  of  Scholar- 
ship, limited  or  pcr[x;tual  ujxin  such  terms  and 
under  such  conditions  as  they  may  determine"  .   .   . 

"The  said  institution  in  all  its  departments  shall 
be  open  to  all  persons  of  such  age  and  qualifications 
as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  by-laws  and  rules  of 
s.iid  corporation  and  the  profession  of  any  particulat 


religious  faith  shall  not  be  required."  .  .  .  "All 
persons  however  may  be  suspended  or  e.vpelled  from 
said  institution,  whose  habits  are  idle  or  vicious  or 
Avliosc  moral  character  is  bad." 

"The  property,  real  and  personal  of  said  College 
shall  be  exempt  from  any  ta.xation  or  assessments  for 
State,  County,  Townsliip.  Road,  City  or  School 
purposes  while  owned  and  occupied  by  the  Col- 
Icse  for  College  or  School  purposes." 

There  is  no  concrete  evidence  that  the  Methodist 
Conference,  as  an  organization,  gave  any  immediate 
support  to  the  school  except  that  it  was  mainly  sjxin- 
sored  by  Nlethodist  Ministers. 

However  in  a  short  time  the  catalogues  refer  to 
the  religious  instruction  in  this  manner: 

"The  Seminary  is  under  the  charge  of  the  Central 
Illinois  Conference.  Each  student  is  required  to 
attend  religious  services  on  the  Sabbath,  either  in 
the  Seminary  Chajx'l,  or  at  some  place  designated 
by  student,  parent  or  guardian." 

Still  later  catalogues  state: 

"Tlie  institution  is  under  the  watch-care  of  the 
Central  Conference.  Our  aim,  though  not  sec- 
tarian, is  to  teach  the  great  principles  of  Christianity 
by  precept  and  example." 

Later  action  was  taken  to  join  the  Forward  Move- 
iTient  and  Central  Illinois  Conferences  which  was 
a  movement  to  create  funds  with  which  to  aid  the 
Methodist  schools  of  the  Conferences. 

During  the  years  of  1879  to  1890  the  school 
was  referred  to  in  its  catalogues  as  Grand  Prairie 
Seminary  and  Commercial  College  and  Conserva- 
tory of  Music.  Nodiing  can  be  found  to  ^'erify 
that  it  was  ever  incorporated  as  such.  In  all  prob- 
ability the  name  was  adapted  for  use  on  the  cat- 
aloi;ues  as  a  means  of  advertising  that  e.xtra  out- 
standing denarlment  of  the  school. 


THE  EARLY  YEARS 

By  Charles  Randolph 


The  fires  of  enthusiasm  and  dedication  bumed 
intensely  in  the  new  Trustees  and  their  officers. 
Even  though  they  had  no  building  these  officials 
decided  to  start  the  new  school  by  holding  classes 
in  the  M.E.  Church  building  in  October  of  1863. 
The  new  faculty  consisted  of  three  members,  Rev. 
George  W.  Gray,  the  first  principal  and  Mrs.  Gray 
his  wife,  who  was  the  professor  of  language  and 
natural  sciences.  Mr.  J.  E.  Smith  instructed  the 
pupils  in  grade  school  subjects  and  also  taught  vocal 
music.  The  tuition  charge  ranged  from  $2.00  to 
$12.00  per  term  depending  upon  the  courses 
selected. 

The  founding  of  Grand  Prairie  Seminary  and 
Commercial  College  filled  an  urgent  need  and  the 
trustees  appreciated  the  importance  of  having  their 
own  building.  Soon  after  the  school  was  started  in 
1863  they  constructed  a  temporary  building  on  the 
church  lot  to  ser\'e  until  a  more  suitable  building 
could  be  built.  This  temporary  building  was  a 
wooden  structure  one  storv  high  and  fourteen  by 
forty  feet  in  size.  Now  the  Seminary  was  truly 
started  with  its  own  small  building,  a  one  room 
school. 

The  Seminary  outgrew  this  small  first  building 
and  in  1864  a  campaign  was  started  to  raise  the 
monev  for  a  new  Recitation  Hall.  The  local  citizens 
of  Onarga  pledged  $7,000  and  construction  was 
started  on  this  building  to  cost  about  $10,000.  It 
was  to  be  a  three  story  building  and  forty  bv  si.xty 


feet  in  area.  It  contained  five  recitation  rooms, 
twii  literary  society  rooms,  a  library,  a  laboratory 
and  a  chapel  to  occupy  the  entire  third  floor.  This 
chapel  was  to  be  later  turned  into  a  commercial 
department. 

The  student  body  had  now  grown  to  136  students 
and  the  faculty  had  increased  to  eight  members. 
Added  to  the  three  faculty  members  in  1863  were 
Re\-.  O.  W.  Pollard  professor  of  commercial  science, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Marstron,  Preceptress,  Mrs.  Louis  A. 
Crawford  teacher  of  instrumental  music.  Miss  Hattie 
Packer  teacher  of  German,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Wood 
commercial  law  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Smith  in  the  grade 
school  department.  "In  the  fall  of  1864  the  school 
was  well  organized  with  a  full  official  board,  a 
complete  corps  of  efficient  teachers,  a  sharp  and 
energetic  financial  agent  and  a  fine  new  building 
located  in  the  central  part  of  a  rich  farming  district, 
rapidly  increasing  in  population,  and  under  the 
patronage  of  a  most  powerful  church  organiza- 
tion." (1) 

(1)  Beckwiths"  History  of  Iroquois,  published  in  1880 

The  space  required  for  music  study  had  increased 
and  in  the  fall  of  1880  a  building  was  leased  from 
the  Congregational  Church  to  be  used  as  a  Music 
Building.  They  installed  six  pianos  and  with  a 
large  organ  in  this  building  and  a  distinguished 
professor  of  music,  G.  Frank  Page,  who  had  com- 
pleted two  years  of  study  in  Leipsic,  Gennany  was 
put    in   charge.      Vocal   culture,    theory    and   music 


The  information  for  this  section  was  secured  from  Beckwiths'  "History  of  Iroquois 
County",  from  the  articles  and  material  of  Charles  Warnock  of  Onarga  and  material 
collected  by  Opal  Randolph  Arndt  of  Watseka,  Illinois. 


composition  were  prominent  features  of  the  music 
department.  Courses  in  French,  Latin  and  CIreek 
were  added  to  the  curriculum  and  the  schexjl  had 
now  grown  to  327  students  from  the  original 
student  body  of  36  in  1863. 

The  housing  and  feeding  of  300  students  had 
increased  to  a  hea\y  problem  for  the  City  of  Onarga 
and  a  Ladies  Boarding  I  lai!  was  constructed  to  solve 
that  problem.  This  brick  building  48  by  78  feet 
and  three  stories  high  was  erected  in  1892.  It  had 
accommodations  for  si.xty  young  ladies.  Each  room 
had  modern  furnishings  and  steam  heat.  Room 
cost  from  40c  to  60c  yicr  week  and  meals  were 
furnished  for  $2.00  per  week.  Gentlemen  were 
permitted  to  take  meals  in  tlie  boarding  hall  for  die 
s.ime  $2.00  per  week. 

1  his  building  had  been  enlarged  and  remodeled 
several  times  and  now  serves  for  the  domiitory  of 
the  Onarga  Militarv  School. 

The  cultural  subjects  of  music,  art  and  elocution 
were  given  great  emphasis  from  the  beginning  of 
the  school.  Ne.xt  a  brick  and  stone  building  47  by 
78  feet  and  two  stories  high  was  built  in  1892  to 
ser\e  as  the  Auditorium  and  Conser\ator\'.  The 
first  floor  contained  music,  art  and  literar\-  societv 
rooms  and  the  second  flcxir  contained  a  chajx?!  that 
would  seat  700  peiii>]e.  This  auditorium  was  to 
ser\e  as  a  center  of  culture  for  the  schiwl  and  the 
Onarga  people.  Famous  speakers  and  gifted  artists 
were  to  thrill  audiences  for  a  long  number  of  years. 
Students  were  retjuired  to  attend  Church  twice  each 
Sunday  and  every  schiK)!  day  in  the  ch.ijxl.  C.rand 
Prairie  Seminary  with  a  fine  Recitation  building,  a 
Ladies  Boarding  Hall  and  a  new  Auditorium  now 
ranked  fourth  in  the  education  field  for  scliools 
of  this  type. 

During  the  first  years  of  Grand  Prairie  Scminarv 
it  gave  courses  both  on  the  high  school  le\el  and 


the  classical  level.  It  granted  degrees  of  "Master  of 
Fnglish  Literature"  and  "Mistress  of  English  Liter- 
ature". The  degree  of  "Master  or  Mistress  of  Ac- 
counts" was  also  awarded.  The  Seminar\-  later 
reduced  its  curriculum  to  high  school  le\el  subjects 
and  in  1901  was  affiliated  as  a  prcparator\'  sem- 
inary with  Northwestern  LIniversit\-.  Each  di- 
ploma was  endorseil  by  Northwestern.  ".Military 
drill  was  intnxluced  and  a  uniform  consisting  of  a 
cap,  jacket  and  trousers  could  be  made  to  order  for 
Si 0.50".  (2)  The  school  was  chartered  as  "Grand 
Prairie  Seminary  and  Commercial  College".  It 
used  that  heading  until  1890  and  after  that  time 
the  name  was  shortened  to  "Grand  Prairie  Sem- 
inary". 

(21  Article  by  Charles  Warnock  in  Onarga  Leader-Review 

Mr.  Charles  Warnock  was  authorized  bv  the 
Bo.ird  of  1  aisteos  to  raise  five  thousand  dollars  to 
Liinstnict  a  much  needed  gynmasium.  TTiey  had 
purchased  .i  field  one  block  south  of  the  .Vuditorium 
where  they  had  pl.inned  to  build  this  g\nnnasium. 
"While  there  is  a  good  field  three  blocks  south  of 
the  Auditorium  for  Spring  and  Fall  outdoor  work, 
as  baseball,  which  is  limited  to  a  few  players,  there 
is  nothing  to  gi\e  the  needed  exercise  and  recrea- 
tion during  the  winter  months."  (3)  The  success- 
hil  campaign  to  raise  the  money  enabled  the  Sem- 
in.iry  to  construct  a  new  gymnasium  costing  $10,000 
in  1908.  This  gymnasium  provided  a  full  size 
basketball  flcxir,  with  equipment  for  physical  culture, 
a  combination  balcony  and  running  track  and  show- 
ers and  suitable  lockers  in  the  basement  for  physical 
culture  classes  and  athletic  teams.  A  domestic 
science  kitchen  and  mixlel  dining  rix)m  was  also 
located  in  the  south  part  of  the  basement. 

(31  'Semlnar.v  Breeze"  the  school  monthl.v  for  May  1907 

Se\eral  families  liaAe  sent  many  of  their  mem- 
bers to  G.P.S.     There  is  a  memorial  bench  on  the 


campus  given  by  Dr.  Walter  Meents  of  Chicago  to 
honor  his  fi\'e  sons  and  five  daughters  who  attended 
G.P.S.  The  writer  of  this  article,  his  mother,  one 
brother  and  three  sisters  all  graduated  from  the 
Seminary  and  his  father  attended  G.P.S. 

The  life  of  every  private  school  is  beset  with 
financial  needs  and  crisis.  Grand  Prairie  Seminary 
had  many  loval  friends  and  alumni  and  we  wish 
to  give  a  partial  list  of  those  who  came  to  her  aid 
in    times   of  need. 

1864-Loyal  Onarga  Citizens,  $7,000 

1869-D.  K.  Pierson  of  Chicago, 

$500  for  library  fund 
1872-l\l.E.  Church  Centennial  Fund,  $16,500 
1900-Hon.    W\    A.    Rankin    of   Onarga 

contributed    $25,000   which   sparked 
a  campaign  to  raise  $100,000 
1908— C.    H.    Warnock   organized    a   drive   to 

raise  $10,000 
Through  the  years: 
Dr.  Ward,  $15,000 
The  Bunnel  estate  -  a  large  farm 
D.  K.  Pierson,  $20,000 
Mr.  Han-ey,  $1,200 
1912-W.  A.' Rankin,  $10,000 
1912-Trustees  of  G.P.S.,   $10,000 
1917-W.  A.  Rankin,   $50,000 
1917-Friends  of  the  Seminary,  $50,000 

1  he  Presidents  or  Principals  of  Grand  Prairie 
Seminary: 

1863— Rev.  George  W.  Gray 
1865-Re\'.  O.  W.  Pollard 
1865-Rev.  N.  C.  Lewis 
1866-Rev.  O.  W.  Pollard 
1868-Prof.  C.  Loza  Smith 
1868-Rev.  W.  C.  Knopp 
1869-Prof.  W.  J.  Barnes 
1870-Prof.  H.  C.  Burch 
1871 -Rev.  J.  T.  Dickinson 
1877— Rev.  John  W.  Robinson 
1878-Rev.  Eli  McClish 
1884-Rev.  S.  VanPelt 
1893-Rev.  O.  T.  Dwinell  (acting) 
1900-Rev.  Frank  G.  Barnes 
1905— Henry  Hoag  Frost 

The  enrollment  started  with  36  students  in  1863 
and  gradually  grew  to  a  peak  of  655  in  1904.  As 
accredited  high  schools  were  being  built  in  nearby 
communities  the  enrollment  gradually  grew  smaller. 
In  1916-17  the  school  had  shrunk  to  55  students. 
In  1917  the  school  gained  a  new  lease  on  life  by 
being  changed  to  a  boy's  military  school.  Now 
"Onarga  Military  School"  no  longer  a  youngster, 
but  a  school  of  forty  si.x  years  maturity,  carries  on 
to  a  glowing  future. 


LIFE  IN  A  GIRL'S  DORM 


By  Marie  Beardslee  '13 


Lite  in  till'  Clirls'  Dormitory  never  was  dull. 
LIntil  the  viar  1910.  rooms  were  at  a  premium. 
Cirls  from  many  states,  as  far  as  the  Canadian 
Border  to  the  north,  Montana  and  Gilifornia  to  the 
west,  New  York  to  the  east,  and  South  Carolina  to 
the  south,  lived  toocther  and  shared  their  interests 
in  this  large  three-storj'  building,  their  scliool-home. 
Later,  when  accredited  four-year  high  schools  de- 
veloped throughout  the  nation,  fewer  girls  enrolled 
in  the  Seminarj'. 

Miss  Florence  Wallace,  preceptress  of  the  Dor- 
mitory and  head  of  the  English  Department,  was 
loved  i)V  :ill  the  girls.  I  Icr  friendliness  and  under- 
standing of  teen-agers  was  a  strong  influence  in 
keeping  in  attendance  at  the  school  numerous  girls 
who,  because  of  homesickness,  might,  otherwise, 
ha\e  dropped  out.  After  gi\ing  manv  years  of  leader- 
ship and  guidance  to  the  girls  and  of  teaching  Senior 
English,  Miss  Wallace  returned  to  her  home  in 
Chicago  Heights,  where  she  spent  the  remaining 
years  of  her  teaching  career  in  the  high  school  from 
which  she  graduated. 

Otiier  teachers,  who  li\eii  in  tlie  dormitory  during 
the  years  1909-1913,  were  tlie  following:  Miss 
Noyes,  teacher  of  Latin  and  German.  Miss  Noycs 
left  the  Seminary  in  1913  in  order  to  continue 
graduate  smdy  at  Northwestern  University.  She 
later  received  a  Ph.  D.  degree  from  the  Uni\'ersity 
of  California  and  according  to  recent  reports,  is  teach- 
ing in  a  California  woman's  college. 

Miss  Sarah  Seabrook,  an  outstanding  teacher  of 
art,  was  a  lady  of  fine  wit  and  culture. 


Miss  Elizabeth  Rainbow,  a  brilliant  student  and 
teacher  of  Latin  and  history,  saw  the  humorous  side 
of  e\er\'  situation.  After  leaving  the  Seminary  she 
taught  in  schools  in  and  near  St.  Louis. 

Miss  Lois  Johnson,  home  economic-s  teacher  and 
matron  of  the  dormitory,  \ery  efficiently  h.mdled 
the  dormitory  menus  and  other  house-keeping  prob- 
lems. We  ha\'e  been  informed  that  she  retired  to 
her  home-town.  Blotimington,  Illinois. 

Other  teachers  li\ed  in  the  doniiitory  and  ex- 
erted priceless  influence  in  their  contacts  with  the 
girls.  Time  has  not  diminished  the  gratimde  of 
those  who  were  pri\ileged  to  receive  instruction 
fr<Mn  and  enjoy  the  association  and  guidance  of  such 
fine  women. 

LIntil  I^IO.  the  majority  of  boys  ate  their  me;ds 
at    the   doniiitorw      "Boys   Clubs''    w^'re   organized 


and,  finally,  the  dining-room  was  occupied  by  girls, 
alone.  We  students  enjoyed  singing  during  the 
meals.  Especially  popular  were  "Old  G.  P.  S., 
Dear  G.  P.  S."  and  the  football  songs.  When  Mrs. 
Isaacson,  a  German  instructor,  led  in  singino,  "O, 
du  lieber  Augustine,"  or  "Du  bist  wie  eine  Blume," 
the  rafters  rang. 

The  social  hour  in  the  li\ing  room,  from  seven 
until  seven-thirty  o'clock  in  the  evening,  was  an- 
other enjoyable  period.  The  informality  of  the 
association  of  teachers  and  airls  during  this  time 
contributed  a  priceless  influence  in  holding  the 
character  and  ambitions  of  the  girls.  Sufficient  en- 
tertainment always  was  provided,  in  the  dormitory 
and  on  the  campus,  to  keep  everyone  interested 
there.  Many  homes  in  the  town  were  open  to  the 
girls,  also,  and  the  hospitaliti,'  extended  by  the  town 
students  and  their  parents  and  friends,  developed 
friendships  which  ha\e  continued  to  the  present 
time. 

Dancina  was  forbidden  at  any  parties  or  gather- 
ings on  the  school  campus.  For  some  girls,  reared 
in   Methodist   homes   where   dancing   was   frowned 
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upon,  this  was  not  a  great  deprivation;  but  for 
others,  this  restriction  was  "just  too  much."  And 
so  our  preceptress  frequently  was  busy,  after  dinner, 
breaking  up  groups  as  they  attempted  to  waltz  or 
two-step  to  Sunday-school  tunes. 


Gard-plaving  also  was  "taboo".  One  rainy  Sun- 
day afternoon,  a  lady,  passing  the  dormitory  saw, 
through  a  window,  a  hand  holding  cards  and  re- 
ported the  incident  to  President  Frost.  Each  girl 
interviewed  individually,  next  day,  in  Dr.  Frost's 
office,  was  properly  reprimanded  and  warned  that 
the  offense,  if  repeated,  would  be  reported  to  the 
parents.  For  sometime,  after  that  session,  the  girls 
walked  chalk. 

Some  girls  spent  the  week-ends  at  their  homes 
and  brought  back  delicious  food  which  they  shared 
with  the  other  girls.  Thus,  Monday  night,  from 
nine  until  ten  o'clock,  usually  was  busy  with  "room 
parties"  when  the  girls  pooled  their  "goodies". 
Occasionally,  after  the  teachers  had  retired,  a  mid- 
night snack  was  enjoyed  in  the  creepy  fourth-floor 
attic.  The  "goodies"  brought  also  consisted,  some- 
times, of  food  seized  in  a  raid  of  the  dormitory 
pantry. 

1  he  writer  docs  not  remember  the  names  of  all 
the  girls  who  li\cd  in  the  dormitory  during  the 
years  she  was  there  and  who  are  pictured  below. 
Among  those  are  the  following,  however:  Osa  Lind- 
say, Lucille  Corser,  Opal  Cavitt,  Effie  Stevens, 
Faye  Elliot,  Elsie  Parcell,  Mattie  Inlsster,  Pauline 
Wolgast,  Eva  Wolgast,  Edna  McNaught,  Gertrude 
Smith,  Elsa  Larson,  Irene  Scoggins,  Effie  Stevens, 
Lucia  Jones,  Alta  Meents,  and  Marie  Beardslee. 


STUDENT  LIFE  IN  THE  VILLAGE 

F.  S.  Johnson  '1 1 


While  ramblins;  through  some  old  letters,  I  ran 
across  one  from  Dr.  Frost  dated  October  1907.  He 
had  heard  that  I  was  interested  in  their  commercial 
course,  which  he  described  as  the  best  in  the  state. 

My  interest  in  this  course  probably  oriijinatcd 
from  E.  B.  Nordwahl,  who  persuaded  mc  to  return 
with  him  while  he  was  at  home  for  the  1907 
Tlianksoi\ini;  vacation.  We  roomed  together  for  a 
while  tliat  first  year  with  a  Dr.  Newell  and  earned 
our  room  rent  by  taking  care  of  his  horses.  Later 
wc  nio\ed  to  a  larger  room,  an  upstairs  room  at  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I  luifm.in.  Wc  furnished 
our  own  coal,  which  wc  hauled  in  a  wheelbarrow 
from  the  coal  yard.  My  room-mate  worked  for  Mrs. 
Search,  and  1  worked  for  Dr.  Search  in  his  dental 
office. 

Like  many  ol  the  other  out of-town  men  students, 
I  took  my  meals  for  the  first  two  years  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  girls'  dormitory.  Mrs.  Clark  was  in 
charge  of  the  dining  hall  at  that  time. 

In  1908  my  nxmi-mate  left  to  go  to  Whittier, 
California,  to  work  in  an  orange  packing  plant  for 
Mr.  Erksine,  a  former  teacher  at  G.P.S.  I  moved 
to  what  wc  called  the  Hull  house,  at  present  the 
site  of  an  oil  station.  Here  my  room-mate  was 
Harry  Leigh.  Across  the  hall  from  us  were  Henry 
Morel  and  Fred  Sellers.  This  was  our  home  until 
we  graduated  in  191 1. 

Occasionally  Fred  would  bring  his  Dad's  Ma.\- 
well.  Before  we  could  load  up  the  Ma.wvell  with 
girls  from  the  Dorm,  we  had  to  convince  Miss  Wal- 
lace, the  girls'  housemother  that  everything  was 
all  rii'ht.  It  was  no  uncommon  sight  to  see  the  old 
Maxwell  loaded  down  with  girls  on  the  fenders,  in 
the  mmble  scat,  and  on  the  nmning  boards. 

About  1909  we  formed  what  we  called  the  John- 
son Club.  Mrs.  Johnson,  our  cook,  li\ed  about  a 
bl(Kk  from  the  school.  \A'e  bought  the  pnn  isions 
from  I  lull's  Ckoccr\',  Townsend  and  Olson's,  and 
from  Fred's  Dad,  a  wholesale  grocerv  salesman  for 
a  Chicago  firm.    From  him  we  bought  a  five  gallon 


can  of  catsup.     1  think  we  put  catsup  on  everything 
we  ate. 

Members  of  the  Club  at  that  time  were:  Henry 
Morel  and  Fred  Sellers,  Clifton,  Illinois,  Loren 
Sage,  some  town  in  Indiana:  Hoy  Shafer,  Loda; 
Ernest  Truby,  Woodland:  Frank  Weishaar.  Brook. 
Indiana:  and  LeRoy  Johnson  and  F.  S.  Johnson, 
Donovan,  Illinois.  The  Club  disbanded  after  about 
li\e  vears. 

Estimated  expenses  for  a  38  week  term  averaged 
;ibout  $225.  This  includes  tuition,  $64.00,  board 
$95.00,  room  $.^5.00,  books,  about  $12.00,  inci- 
dentals, about  S5.00  to  $10.00,  as  well  as  admission 
to  athletic  contests  and  lecture  courses,  subscrip- 
tion to  "The  Breeze",  the  school  paper,  and  library 
prnilcgcs.     Laundry  costs  were  about  $10.00. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  athletics  will  be  treated 
in  .miither  chapter  of  this  booklet,  I  can't  omit  an 
incident  that  occurred  while  I  w.is  athletic  manager. 
Wc  arrived  in  Chicago  to  catch  a  train  to  go  to 
CuKer.  Some  of  us  got  on  the  wrong  train  but 
soon  discovered  that  it  didn't  stop  at  PKmouth, 
lndian:i.  Suitcases,  equipment,  and  players  came 
fKing  from  the  moving  train.  We  got  our  ticket 
nionev  back,  caught  another  train  about  a  mile  from 
the  6'-^rd  Street  station,  and  were  met  at  a  cross  road 
onlv  slightly  late  for  the  game. 

Two  other  incidents  are  clearly  recalled.  While 
on  a  school  picnic  \ia  hay  racks,  we  had  ringside 
seats  for  viewing  Haley's  Comet  while  we  were 
returning  to  school.  (Editor's  note:  You  boys  and 
'4als  must  have  kept  pretty  late  hours  in  those  days. 
II  I'm  not  mistaken,  Haley's  Comet  was  visible  in 
Oh  ill  about  2  or  3  o'cUxk  in  the  morning.) 

I  Ik-  other  incident  found  the  entire  student  body 
hiking  to  Gilman  to  see  Lt.  Brookens  land  his  bi- 
pl.inc  in  a  com  field. 

School  life  at  C.P.S.  ended  for  37  seniors  on 
June  8,  1911.  Unlike  today's  senior  trips  to  New 
York.  New  Orleans,  or  the  Ozarks,  our  trip  was  a 
camping  trip  along  the  Kankakee  and  Rock  Creek 
rivers. 


CURRICULUM 

Opal  Randol-ph  Ariidt  '10 


The  Hrst  classes  in  the  new  school,  organized  as 
Grand  Prairie  Seminar\'  and  Commercial  College, 
were  held  during  October  1863.  The  studies  pur- 
sued at  the  Seminary  were  divided  into  Depart- 
ments with  a  professor  at  the  head  of  each. 

FIRST  FACULTY: 

1.  Mental  &  Moral  Philosophy  &  Natural  Science: 

Rev.  George  W.  Gray,  Principal 
a.   Natural    Science:    Physiology,    Botany,    Zo- 
ology, Physics,  Physical  Geography, 
Geology. 

2.  Latin,  Greek,  and  Literature: 

Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Gray 

3.  Commercial  Science  and  Higher  Mathematics: 

Rev.  O.  W.  Pollard 

a.  High  Mathematics:   Algebra,  Geometry, 

Trigonometry,  and  Astronomy 
(Rev.  Pollard  was  also  the  first  Librarian.) 

b.  Lecturer  upon  Commercial  Law: 

Charles  H.  Wood 


4.  Normal  Departments: 

5.  Modern  Languages: 


J.  E.  Smith,  Principal 


a.  French:     Mrs.  Sarah  F.  Marston 
(Mrs.  Marston  also  taught  drawing.) 

b.  German:     Miss  Hattie  Packer 


6.   Music: 


a.  Instructor  in  Instrumental  Music: 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Crawford 

b.  Vocal  Music:     J.  E.  Smith 


A  preparator\^  course  was  offered  for  students 
who  wished  to  follow  the  Classical,  Scientific,  or 
Normal  Courses.  The  school  year  was  divided  into 
Fall,  Winter,  and  Spring  Terms.  No  student  could 
take  less  than  three  nor  more  than  four  studies  at 
one  time  without  the  approval  of  the  faculty. 
Courses  listed  for  1863  were  as  follows: 

Classical 

FRESHMAN  CLASS 

F.ALL— Algebra,  Latin  I,  Greek  I,  English  Composi- 
tion, Roman  History 

WINTER— Algebra,   Caesar,   Greek   I,   History   of 
Greece 

SPRING-Algebra,    Sallust,    Greek    II,    History    of 
Greece 

SOPHOMORE  CLASS 

FALL— Virgil,  Zenophons.  Anabasis,  Geometry, 
Zoology 

WINTER— Virgil,  Homer's  Illiad,  Trigonometry, 
Conic  Sections,  Natural  Philosophy 

SPRING-Cicero's  Orations,  Homer's  Illiad, 
Analytical  Geometry,  Natural  Philosophy 

JUNIOR  CLASS 

FALL— Horace,  Demosthenes  DeCorona,  Surveying 

&  Na\'igation,  Botany 

WINTER— Sun  eying  &  Navigation,  Chemistry, 
Elements  of  Criticism,  Mineralogy,  Universal 
History 


^^- 


SPUING-Geology,  Physiology,  Political  Grammar, 
F'olitical  Fxonomy 

SENIOR  CLASS 

FAI. I. —Geology,  History  of  United  States, 
Astronomy,  Rhetoric 

VVINTER-Intellectual   Philosophy,   Evidence  of 
Christianit\-,  History  of  United  States,  Rhetorical 
Exercises 

SPRING— Intellectual    Philosophy,   Moral   Science, 
laws  of  Nations,  History  of  United  States. 

llu'  Scientific  Course  was  the  same  as  the  Clas- 
sical except  for  Languages.  French  or  German  could 
Ik'  suhstituted  for  Greek,  if  desired.  The  first 
catalogue  stated  "While  we  strenuously  advocate  a 
thorough  development  of  the  mind  of  a  woman, 
vet  we  do  not  regard  it  as  a  necessary  consequence 
in  order  to  accomplish  the  same  desirable  end  that 
she  should  master  the  s;mie  laborious  course  of  study: 
nevertheless  we  deprecate  the  idea  of  graduating 
young  ladies  with  classic  honors,  when  they  have 
substituted  Music,  French,  etc.,  for  the  languages 
or  higher  mathematics.  The  Scientific  Course  is 
arranged  to  accommodate  such  as  cannot  take  the 
Classical  Course." 

Normal  Dej)cirtiiw>it 

1  he  courses  are  arranged  for  the  "purpose  of  mak- 
ing thorough  and  systematic  teachers.  Teaching 
has  assumed  the  dignity  of  a  profession  and  it  de- 
mands a  sjK'cial  preparation.  It  provides  all  the 
requisites  for  a  teacher  in  our  common  school."  "It 
includes  all  the  studies  in  which  one  must  pass  an 
examination  to  secure  a  first  grade  certificate.  There 
will  be  a  constant  aim  to  present  to  the  student 
the  W'li.it.  the  I  low,  and  the  Why  of  Teaching." 

FIRST  YEAR: 

FALL— Practical   Arithmetic,   Mental    Arithmetic, 
Orthography,    Etymology,    Elocutionary   Exercise, 
Geography 

WINTER— Practical  Arithmetic.  Intellectual  Arith- 
metic. Etymological  Parsing,  Geography 

SPRING  —  Practical  Arithmetic,  Intellectual  Arith- 
metic, Analysis  &  Syntax,  Penmanship 

SECOND  YEAR: 

FALL— Business  Arithmetic,  Prosody  &  Syntactical 
Parsing,  I  Iistor\'  of  United  States.  Penmanship 

WIN!  ER— Elementary  Algebra,  Rhetoric,  English 
Limguage,  Theory  &  Practice  of  Teaching 

SPRING  -  English  Language,  Natural  Philosophy, 
Essays  -  Daily  upon  theory  &  practice  of  teaching 
&  government  of  schools 


Commercial  Course 

1  he  first  courses  in  the  Commercial  College  in- 
cluiied  Penmanship,  Bookkeeping  (Single  and  Dou- 
ble enlrv).  Theoretical  Arithmetic,  Grammar,  Let- 
ter writing  ("Embracing  exercises  in  the  use  of 
|)riiper  business  e.\-pressions,  punctuation,  manner  of 
folding").  Form  of  Business  and  Legal  Papers,  Bus- 
iness .'Xrithmetie,  Commercial  History,  Commercial 
Liiws.  and  Political  Grammar. 

By  1 877  the  branches  of  business  "represented 
in  our  Commercial  courses  were  Farming,  Contrac- 
tor, Commission.  Mechanical,  Stockbroker,  Profes- 
sional, Jobbing,  Wholes;de,  Retail.  Manufacturing, 
Administrator.  Shipping.  Private  Banking.  National 
li  inking."  "1  he  length  of  time  required  to  thor- 
oughly m.ister  this  course  must  necessarily  vary  with 
acquirements,  maturity  and  discipline  of  mind,  per- 
sonal application  and  business  habits  of  the  stu- 
dent." As  indication  of  the  growing  popularity  of 
the  Commercial  Course,  in  1877  there  were  two 
gr.idu:ites  in  Literature  Department  and  eleven  in 
tiie  C  ommercial  College  of  Grand  Prairie  Seminary. 

In  1892  Courses  of  Study  were  listed  as  1  -  Clas- 
sical, 2  ■  Latin  -  Scientific,  3  -  Scientific,  4  -  Normal, 
5  •  Business,  and  6  -  Music.  TTie  Classicd  had  the 
same  number  of  terms  as  given  in  the  Preparatory 
Sch(K)l  ol  Northwestern  Llniversity.  plus  additional 
wcirk  in  Science.  Mathematics,  .Met.iphvsics,  and 
Ltiglisii  I  iter.iture.  The  Latin  -  Scientific  omitted 
CJreek,  .ind  made  Latin  elective  with  German  or 
French.  1  he  Scientific  omitted  all  languages  ex- 
cept Englisii. 

About  tiiis  time  the  school  ullered  a  Summer 
'1  erm  for  1  -  Re\  iew  of  Common  Branches,  2  - 
.'\d\ance  work  for  Teachers,  3  -  Commerce,  and  4  - 
Fiociition  ;md  Oratory. 

I  he  l.icultv  at  this  period  (1892-1893)  were: 

Mental  &  Moral  Science: 
Re\ .  S.  VanPelt,  President 

Latin  and  Gemian: 

Miss  Phoebe  VanBenschoten,  Preceptress 

Natural  Science  and  Higher  Madiematics: 
Charles  E.  Pickett 

Norm.il   Dep.irlment: 
J.  J.  Ferguson 

History  &  Literature: 
Miss  Helen  M.  Gregory 

Conmiercial  College: 

Nathan  Lee  Richmond,  Principal 

Piano,  Organ,  Theory  &  Musical  History: 
C.  W.  Best,  Director  of  Music 

Voice  Culture  &  Sight  Reading: 
Miss  Nellie  Rogers 


\'iolin  &  Viola: 

Miss  Theodora  Morgan 

Painting,  Drawing,  &  Crayon: 
Miss  Miriam  Maloney 

During  the  early  1900's  Semesters,  rather  man 
the  Fall,  Winter,  and  Spring  Terms,  were  adopted. 
A  list  of  the  1904-1905  faculty  indicates  the  range 
of  courses. 

Ethics  &  Psychology: 

Rev.  Francis  George  Barnes,  Principal 

English: 

Miss  Margaret  Chcsney,  Preceptress 

Greek  &  Latin: 

Miss  Frances  Rawlins,  Librarian 

Mathematics  &  Science: 
A.  Ray  Toothaker 

Gennanv,   F^istory,  Civics: 
Miss  Martha  Rogers  Egley 

School  of  Pedagogy: 

Edgar  Pachard,  Director 

School  of  Commerce: 

Stephen  D.  VanBcnthuysen,  Director 

Bookkeeping  &  Penmanship: 
I  lenrv  Ferdinand  Staehlina 

Shorthand  &  Typewriting: 

George  Edward  Spera  and  Flora  Elma  Lane 

School  of  Music 

(Piano,   Harmony,  Musical  History): 
Miss  Bertha  A.  Perry,  Director 

Assistant  Piano: 

Miss  Florence  Edna  Shearer 

Vocal  Music  &  Musical  History: 
Miss  Clara  K.  Sheean 

School  of  Art: 

Miss  Gwendolin  M.  W'atkins,  Director 

School  of  Oratory: 

Miss  Grace  M.  Gilbert,  Director 

Elocution  &  Physical  Culture: 
Miss  Kathryn  Carter 

In  1909,  when  Henn,'  Hoag  Frost  was  President, 
Don  C.  Allen  was  in  charge  of  Athletics,  Miss 
Penelope  taught  Domestic  Science  and  Physical 
Culture  of  \\'omen,  and  Robert  B.  Shirk  was  in 
charge  of  Oratory  and  Debate. 


From  the  founding  of  Grand  Prairie  Seminary, 
the  writing  of  original  essays  and  orations  was 
stressed.  During  the  early  years,  various  prizes  were 
given  for  these  efforts. 

Faculty  Prize  -  Best  Essay 
President's  Prize  -  Best  Oration 
Elocution  Prize  -  Best  Declamation 
Botany  Prize  -  Best  Herbarium 
(50  specimens  required) 

Later,  contests  were  arranged  for  the  delivery  of 
these  original  productions.  In  1903  the  Gifford 
Oratorical  Contest  for  Men  was  established.  This 
was  changed  to  Hull  Contest  in  1910.  Winners 
were : 

Year  First  Place  Second  Place 

1908  Vernon  Essington  Henrj'  Babcock 

1909  Merle  Wright  Henry  Babcock 

1910  Herman  Hueni  Roy  Shaefer 

1911  Roy  Schaefer  Laurimcr  Henry 


1912 
1913 


Ernest  Godfrey 
K.  S.  Khedroo 


K.  S.  Khedroo 
Howard  Reed 


In  addition,  the  men  participated  in  an  Inter- 
Academic  Oratorical  League  composed  of  eight  acad- 
emies in  and  around  Chicago.  Grand  Prairie  Sem- 
inary won  first  place  in  1908  with  Harry  Gamer, 
second  place  in  1910  with  Merle  Wright,  and  sec- 
ond place  in  1911  with  Roy  Shaefer. 

This  same  group  of  academies  also  participated 
in  Inter-Scholastic  Debate.  The  Seminary  Debat- 
ing Team  of  Hueni,  Essington,  and  Henry  won 
first  place  in  1910. 

The  Durham  Oratorical  Contest  for  Women  was 
established  in  1904,  based  upon  original  productions 
relating  to  the  general  subject  "Women  as  a  Factor 
in  World's  Progress".     Winners  were: 

Yeay             First  Place  Second  Place 

1904  Kathryn  Carter  Bessie  Wilcox 

1905  Ida  Brown  Hilda  Campbell 
1905  Helen  Chubbuck  Isabelle  Perry 

1907  Myrtle  Allison  Marian  Hollmeyer 

1908  Blanche  Davidson  Clara  Cook 

1909  Grace  \\'illiams  June  Molyneaux 

1910  Opal  Randolph  Hattie  King 

1911  Florence  Godfriau.x  Irene  Scoggin 

(Apparentlv  no  further  contests  were  held  after 
this  year.) 

*      *      * 

Source  of  material  for  this  report  was  taken 
from  various  catalogues  issued  by  Grand  Prairie 
Seminan'  and  Commercial  College. 


THE  SOCIAL  AND  RELIGIOUS  LIFE  OF 
GRAND  PRAIRIE  SEMINARY 


Grace  (Williams)  Tobev  '10 


tcaturcs.  Dclcoatcs  are  sent  each  year  to  Lake 
Geneva  assemblies  and  to  conventions.  Christian 
voung  people  ha\e  practical  training  in  Epworth 
League  and  Christian  Endeavor." 

The  social  life  ol  the  Seminary  can  hardly  be 
separated  Irom  the  inlelloctual  and  religious  life,  as 
all  were  purposely  combined.  The  church,  the 
Y.M.C.A.,  the  Y.VV.C.A.,  the  Epworth  League  and 
tiie  literar\'  scxieties  all  had  their  social  features. 

In  1864  the  Chrestomathian  Literary'  Society, 
with  its  program  ot  debate,  extemporaneous  speak- 
ing, essay  writing  and  parliamentary'  law,  vx'as  or- 
oanizcd  for  men.  A  society  lor  Commercial  stu- 
dents soon  followed.  In  1870  the  Athenian  Society 
was  organized  for  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  "af- 
fording social  culture  and  intellectual  discipline." 
The  1  h'pathian  society  for  women  existed  at  an 
early  date.  In  the  1890's  the  Philalethi.in  and  Lin- 
colnian  siKieties  were  organized,  and,  with  the 
Chrestomatheans  existed  throughout  the  life  of  the 
Seminary.  As  stated  in  the  1877  annual  these 
societies  were  of  a  serious  nature.  "They  accom- 
plished a  great  work  of  tliscipline  in  their  appropriate 
field,  which  will  very  materiallv  aid  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  students  for  acti\e  li\es." 

Other  c\cnts  of  the  year  which  h.ul  social  fea- 
tures were:  the  strawberry  breakfast  given  each 
spring  bv  the  Y.W.C.A.,  the  Athletic  Fair  held  in 
the  old  aiiditoriuni.  the  lecture  course,  parlies  in 
the  girls'  dorniilory,  lootiiall  games,  and  roller  skat- 
ing in  the  gvinii.isiuin  during  the  later  years. 

During  the  prc-mo\  ie  and  pre-radio  days  much 
of  the  scKial  line  of  the  Seminary  was  created  by 
the  students  themselves,  and,  although  dancing  and 
card  playing  were  strictly  forbidden,  the  participants 
enjoyed  the  preparation  for,  and  the  performance  of, 
\arious  social  activities. 


Grand  Prairie  Seminar\'  was  founded  under  the 
charge  of  the  Central  Illinois  Confemce  of  the 
Melhotlist  Church  in  186,^. 

The  following  quotations  and  much  of  the  in- 
formation x\ere  taken  from  various  annuals  of  the 
Seminary. 

"1  he  aim  of  the  schiK)l,  though  not  sectarian, 
is  10  teach  the  great  principles  of  Christianity  by 
precept  and  example.  As  the  self  government  of 
anyone  follows  a  religious  life,  that  end  is  expected 
in  this  school  to  be  the  legitimate  fruit  of  the  ex- 
cellent moral  and  religious  tone  which  pervades  the 
life  of  both  faculty  and  students.  The  principles 
of  Christianity   are  constantly   inculcated." 

Siudenls  are  e.vpected  to  attend  the  church  of 
their  preference  and  daily  chapel.  A  weekly  stu- 
dent's prayer  meeting  is  open  to  all.  In  the  early 
days  of  the  school,  attendance  was  expected  at  fre- 
quent lectures  on  moral  or  religious  subjects  during 
the  term  or  on  Sunday  afternoons. 

The  moral  standards  of  1872-187?  are  expressed 
in  the  annual  of  that  date:  "All  entering  school 
will  be  expected  to  observe  carefully  and  conscien- 
tiously the  jirinted  regulations  always  posted  in  one 
oi  the  halls;  also  such  as  the  teachers  may  see  fit 
to  compose.  W'c  desire  reason  and  conscience  to 
be  great  safeguards  against  all  disorderly  or  immoral 
conduct." 

Later,  in  the  1901  annu.ii,  a  more  concise  moral 
and  religious  code  was  e.\-pressed.  "The  Seminary  is 
a  school  and  not  a  refonnatory.  Students  will  do 
as  thev  please,  so  long  as  thev  please  to  do  right. 
If  an\'  are  not  willing  to  confonn  to  customs  of  a 
wcW  regulated  Christian  communir\',  their  parents 
v\ill  be  asked  to  call  them  home." 

Ihe  1901  annual  stated:  "l  he  Y.M.C.A.  and 
the  Y.U'.C.A.  are  strong  factors  in  the  school. 
Bible  study  and  religious  trainini;  are  the  principal 


THE  GREAT  1909  FOOTBALL  TEAM 


Onarga  FajXT  -  1909 

SEASON  CLOSES 

What  has  been  the  most  successful  football  season 
for  the  Seminary  for  many  years,  and  possibly  ever, 
closed  with  the  Thanksgiving  game  with  the  North- 
western  LIni\ersity  Freshmen,  when  the  Sem  nearly 
tripled  its  former  score  with  this  team,  beating  them 
40  to  0. 

We  have  said  all  along  that  this  year's  team  was 
a  good  one  and  v\e  are  glad  that  now  we  can  say 
we  told  you  so  after  the  season  has  closed  so  suc- 
cessfully for  them. 

We  certainly  are  proud  of  our  fellows  and  their 
coach,  for  it  has  been  their  endeavor  all  the  season 
to  give  the  best  exhibition  of  football  possible,  with 
hard  practice  and  honorable  clean  sport.  We  find 
absolutely  nothing  to  say  against  football  as  played 
by  the  Seminary's  team  for  they  have  acted  the 
gentlemen  in  every  instance  and  have  come  out 
at  the  end  of  the  season  thoroughly  disciplined, 
both  in  body  and  temper.  We  know  that  this  year 
has  meant  a  great  deal  to  many  of  the  team  and 
never  will  forget  the  hard  knocks  and  the  strenuous 
daily  training  they  had  to  take  to  win  the  final 
\'ictory,  that  of  a  clean  and  successful  year's  work. 

The  team  is  now  in  splendid  physical  condition 
and  not  a  single  accident  of  any  kind  has  left  its 
mark  on  the  members  of  the  squad.  The  accident 
v\'hich  Captain  Hill  had  in  the  Illinois  Preps  game 
was  not  a  serious  one  on  account  of  his  excellent 
physical  condition,  a  requirement  absolutely  in- 
dispensable in  football. 

With  eight  games  this  season  the  Seminary  has 
won  seven  of  them,  losing  one  to  the  Culver  Mili- 


tary Academy  by  the  lowest  score,  e\er  given  by 
the  Seminary  to  Culver.  Even  this  school,  which 
has  long  been  invincible  to  the  Sem's  forces,  we 
are  certain  could  not  have  withstood  them  later  in 
the  season  or  upon  home  grounds.  But  this  was 
not  possible  so  we  are  making  the  best  of  it. 

The  only  points  against  them  otherwise  were 
from  Forrest,  the  first  game  of  the  season,  when  the 
newly  organized  team  hardly  realized  what  foot- 
ball was. 

The  other  games  were  unquestionably  victories 
for  the  Sem,  the  scores  being  as  follows: 


Seminary   52 

Forrest 

6 

Seminary     0 

Culver 

12 

Seminary  67 

Charleston    Normal 

0 

Seminary    14 

N.  W.  Freshmen 

0 

Seminan'  28 

Illinois  Prep 

0 

Seminary   5 1 

Pontiac 

0 

Seminary   30 

Illinois  Prep 

0 

Seminary    40 

N.  W.  Freshmen 

0 

Total  points  for 

Sem  282 

Points  for  other 

teams  18 

We  cannot  give  a  thoroughly  reliable  report  of 
the  work  of  each  member  on  the  team,  owing  to 
our  inability,  but  we  are  able  to  recognize  the 
splendid  work  of  Captain  Hill,  who  as  quarterback 
has  shown  a  wonderful  knowledge  of  football,  and 
still  more  marked  ability  to  do  the  right  tilings  at 
the  right  time.  His  runs  down  die  field  ha\e  been 
rare  treats  to  admirers  of  football  in  its  spectacular 
and  possibly  most  difficult  forms.  His  generalship 
has  been  keenly  felt  by  die  opposing  teams  for  he 


invariably  found  the  weak  point.  He  was  especially 
successful  in  working  that  pretty  play  tlie  double 
pass,  which  was  a  great  "mystifier"  to  other  teams. 

Louis  Schnurr,  the  smashing  full  back  and  Big 
Sage  have  played  with  unusual  skill.  In  fact  we 
have  never  seen  any  better  ball  than  tliey  have  put 
up.  These  three  fellows  could  make  any  team 
they  wanted  too,  v\e'll  bet  a  hat  on  it. 

Essington  is  a  good  center  and  Speck  a  cracking 
good  guard.  Soucie,  Tniby  and  OttmuUer,  new  men 
at  the  game  this  year  ha\e  pro\ed  to  be  stars  and 
with  the  added  experience  of  years  and  training 
will  more  than  hold  their  own  in  any  line-up. 

Walker's  punting  and  kicking  have  been  the 
admiration  of  everyone,  and  while  it  has  not  been 
absolutely  necessary  in  many  cases  this  year  to 
resort  to  punting,  yet  invariably  his  lifts  have  moved 
the  team  from  anv  possible  danger.  He  seems  to 
have  the  thing  down  so  neatly  that  you  can't  soKc 
the  puz/lc  at  all,  and  don't  try  to.  but  just  stand 
back  and  applaud  him. 

Of  Allen  and  O.xley  we  can  only  give  praise  for 
their  work.  Cammack  and  Cole,  two  stars  of  the 
early  part  of  the  season  did  a  great  deal,  if  only 
gix'ino  some  of  the  newer  ones  the  benefit  of  their 
skill.  Wc  liked  them  both  .ind  admire  their  abilitv 
as  players. 

Professor  Allen  has  worked  hard,  but  not  so  hard 
as  formerly,  for  he  has  been  so  fortunate  as  having 
enough  ex'jx'ricnccd  men  to  greatly  share  the  burden 
of  coaching  a  winning  team.  1  hnvever,  we  do  not 
wish  to  minimize  his  work,  lor  he  has  stood  by  them 
faithfully  and  linallv,  and  (.(.'ii.iiiilv  desen'es  great 
credit. 

Ol  the  game  on  Thursday  we  need  not  say  a 
great  deal  for  we  think  every  one  in  town  was  there. 
Anyhow  it  was  a  great  \ictory,  for  the  Northwestern 
freshmen  have  had  the  benefit  of  two  weeks  coach- 
mg  from  Coach  Horr,  the  regular  varsity  caich. 
But  the  team  didn't  seem  to  have  it  in  them  and 
were  not  able  to  stand  the  strain  in  the  superb  way 
the  Sem  did. 


1  he  line-up  was  as  follows: 

Allen  re  Throsen  le 

Truby  rt  Bell  It 

Speck  rg  McV'ickler  Ig 

Essington  c  Davy  c 

Talbott  Ig  Robbins  rg 

Sage  It  Wandrac  rt 

Soucie  le  Lamke  re 

Hill  qb  Healy  qb 

Ottmuller  rhb  Crowe  Ihb 

Walker  Ihb  Johnson  rhb 

Schnurr  fb  \A'urtz  fb 


Touchdowns  -  Schnurr  ?.  W 
Goals  -  Walker  5. 

Referee   Cammack,    Lliiipirc 
Talbott,  time  of  halves  30 


AkcT  2.  Hill  1,  S.ige  1. 

Green,    Headlinesman 
min. 


GRAM)  rr,  \ir,ii  s\\ wip  freshmen 

T  he  Daily  Northwestern  -  1909 

Heavy  Down-Staters  Roll   Up  40 
Points  on  Crippled  Opponents. 

1  he  football  season  of  Northwestern  University 
closed  most  unauspiciously  on  Thanksgixing,  when 
the  Freshman  team  was  defeated  by  the  strong 
Grand  Prairie  Seminary  team  of  Onarga,  the  score 
was  40-0.  During  the  first  half  the  game  was  very 
tight,  the  game  being  played  mostlv  in  Onarga's 
territory.  Grand  Prairie  was  able  to  score  a  touch- 
down largelv  on  account  of  a  fumble.  The  second 
half  began  as  if  the  Freshmen  W'ould  rush  their 
opponents  off  the  earth.  Johnson  receixed  the 
kick-off  and  ran  it  back  fifty  yards  before  being 
doxvncd.  But  then  the  trouble  started.  Wandrack, 
tnc  big  tackle,  xvas  disabled  and  had  to  be  taken 
from  the  game.  This  xxeakened  tlie  line  on  the 
right  side.    The  luck  xvas  visibly  against  the  Fresh- 


men   because   Bell,    Crow   and   Thorsen    were   each 
injured  and  had  to  be  removed. 

Captain  Hill  was  the  star  of  the  game;  he  used 
great  head  work  in  selecting  plays,  and  time  and 
again  circled  the  ends  for  long  gains,  once  getting 
away  for  a  50-yard  run  and  a  touch-down.  Schnurr, 
full  back,  and  Sage,  tackle,  were  also  consistent 
ground  gainers  for  the  \ictors:  both  weigh  200 
pounds.  \A'alker,  the  Seminary  punter,  gave  a  great 
exhibition  with  his  toe;  some  of  his  punts  exceeded 
si.xty  vards. 

Tlie  '  1 3  team  was  outweighed  fifteen  pounds  to  a 
man,  and  to  ha\e  their  hca\ iest  men  injured  proved 
the  do\\nfall,  the  Seminary  tearing  great  holes 
through  the  line.  Thirty-four  points  were  scored 
in  the  last  half,  but  this  did  not  dampen  the  ardor 
of  the  Freshmen,  for  they  fought  hard  until  the 
final  whistle  ended  the  game. 
Onarga  Paper  -  1909 


SO  LONG,  FOOTBALL 

Thanksgiving  day  is  past  and  gone,  and  likewise 
footb<ill  too,  and  all  the  fellows  short  and  lono,  are 
feeling  rather  blue,  'twas  the  thing  that  kept  them 
all  in  line,  and  made  them  hump  and  dig,  and  now 
they're  working  under  time  with  a  faint  desire  to 
nig;  a  chap  can  work,  you  know  he  can,  if  at  some 
future  day,  there's  a  chance  to  show  his  prowess  and 
make  his  best  girl  say,  "O,  isn't  he  a  honey,  O,  my, 
just  see  him  go,  I  don't  care  for  his  money  because 
I  love  him  so;"  and  then  these  pretty  coeds  just 
gather  in  a  bunch  and  set  up  such  howling  that  it 
gives  the  crowd  a  hunch,  so  all  around  the  gridiron 
they  join  with  hearty  will,  and  every  one  is  yelling, 
"go  it,  go  it.  Hill;"  he  jumps  and  runs  and  runs 
and  jumps,  he  whirls  and  twists  and  rolls,  his  bat- 
tering ram  straight  out  in  front  as  down  the  field 
be  bowles;  they  reach  around  him  with  their  arms, 
and  then  they  hit  the  ground,  and  when  they  think 
they've  got  him  fast  he's  made  one  more  touchdown: 
\\'hilc  some  are  resting  on  the  field,  and  others 
dead  or  dying,  the  pretty  coeds  clap  their  hands  and 


just  keep  right  on   crying,   "Flay!    Flay!  come  over 
this  way,  O,  what's  the  matter  with  us?     Yap!  Yap! 
why  don't  you  clap,  with  the  Sem  you  ain't  worth 
a   .  .S;"  but  just  as  this  hearth  commotion  is  draw- 
ing nigh  unto  the  end,  there's  a  wave  like  that  of 
the  ocean,  that  sweeps  down  the  field  to  the  end, 
for  the  game  is  on  in  a  twinkle,  new  men  in  the 
tracks  of   the   dead,   and   Sage   is   bucking   the  line 
witli    a   force   that  sends   him   ahead;   the   opposing 
tc.ini    buckles    and    gathers,    and    forms    a    human 
rampart,  but  it  makes  no  difference  with   Sage  for 
he    never   stops   after   the   start;    then    again   comes 
that  melody,  not  softy  but  loud   and  shrill,   like  a 
concert    of    steam    engine    whistles    and    the    orind 
of  the  stone  in  the  mill,  "Ho!  ho!  why  don't  you  oo, 
O,   what  is   there  surer   than   sure?      He's  got   the 
whole  pack  on  the  top  of  his  back,  but  it  makes  no 
difference   to   Schnurr;    then   Walker   walks  out   to 
the    center,    or    it    doesn't    make    much    difference 
where,   and   kicks   the   pigskin   with   a   denter    that 
always  puts  it  right  there;  he's  a  kicker  from  kick- 
up    and    kickum,    a    punter   with    artistic    skill,    he 
kicks   by    the   rule,    just   like   a   mule   and   puts   it 
wherever  he  will,   there's  Soucie,   sometimes  called 
Susie,   a  wonderful   tackle   is   he,   he   makes  a  nice 
tumble  to  reco\er  a  fumble,  and  never  gets  scart  at 
a  she;  but  Truby,  old   boy,  he's  not  a  decoy,  he's 
serving  his  \-ery  first  year,  what  will  he  be  when  he's 
been  here  for  three,  why,  he'll  tackle  a  wild  Texas 
steer;  did  you  ever  see  Speck  he's  a  dandy  by  heck, 
but  a  Speck  that  is  big  as  the  field  he  is  the  chief 
of  the  guards,  and  the  king  of  the  bardes,  his  stand 
he  never  will  yield;  Essington  center  and  Talbott 
guard,  an  up-to-date  pair  are  they,  who  tackle  the 
game    with   G.P.S.    fame   and   always   count   for   a 
tray;  Ottmuller  and  Allen  are  there  with  the  ooods, 
a  fact  that  we  cannot  deny,  they  shoot  in  the  air, 
then  hit  the  ground  fair,  without  a  whimper  or  cry; 
Cammack  is  famous,  a  man  without  fear,  and  nary 
a  bit  of  a  fob,  so  when  they  get  stuck  and  the  hook 
isn't  near  they  simply  go  and  ask  Bob;  Don  Cam- 
eron Allen,  B.S.;  A.B.  as  a  coach  our  Don  is  all 
right,  as  we  tell  the  story  we'll  gi\e  him  the  glory 
of   licking  'em   all   out  of  sight:   who?   who?   who? 
Can  do  up  the  Sem  -  not  fou,  Shoo!  Shoo!  Shoo! 
If  they  beat  us  'twill  be  somethino  new. 


'j'         'A  jv!y.i,-\Jci.j^ 


ILLUSTRIOUS   SONS   AND   DAUGHTERS 
OF  GRAND  PRAIRIE  SEMINARY 

Uy  Alice  Selleck  Wright  '09 


1  hrouuhout  the  Mfc  of  Grand  Prairie  Seminary 
its  various  presidents  held  the  same  hisjli  ideals  for 
the  schcxjl.  Uppermost  in  their  minds  was  to  build 
moral  character.  Their  purpjsc  was  to  make  young 
people  ambitious  to  succeed,  and  to  alford  an  op- 
portunity for  earnest  study  and  tliorouc;h  instruction 
in  the  subjects  outlinet!  in  the  curriculum.  Above 
cventhini;  else  they  tried  to  mold  a  Christian  char- 
acter with  hij^h  ideals  of  scholarship  accompanied 
bv  the  hiohest  ideal  of  manhood  and  womanhood. 

How  well  Grand  Prairie  succeeded  is  attested  to 
bv  the  accomplishments  of  her  many  graduates. 
Many  went  on  to  the  institutions  of  higher  learn- 
ing and  became  very  efficient  in  their  lields  -  law, 
medicine,  the  clergy,  engineering,  music,  and  edu- 
cation. ^hmv  who  never  went  any  farther  in  the 
educational  field  became  successful  home-makers, 
farmers,  and  business  men.  As  one  talks  to  the 
different  ones  who  return  to  the  reunions,  one  is 
much  impressed  by  the  fact  the  inspiration  received 
at  C.P.S.  has  marked  their  lives. 

As  we  are  celebrating  the  100th  anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  G.P.S..  the  fact  is  self-evident 
that  it  is  difficult  to  get  much  definite  information 
concerning  the  graduates  of  the  first  quarter  centun,' 
of  the  school's  existence.     Then,   too,   the  fire  of 


1921     which    destroyed    the    main     building     also 
destroyed  most  of  the  records. 

We  hope  that  this  will  explain  any  oversight  of 
names  which  the  reader  may  feel  should  have  been 
included. 

To  start  out,  at  the  reunion  of  1046  a  letter 
was  read  from  Mrs.  Marthaetta  Wyman  I  udlow  of 
Jefferson,  Iowa,  in  which  she  stated  diat  she  had 
attended  G.P.S.  in  186?.  Classes  were  held  in 
the  Methodist  church  before  the  Main  Building  was 
constructed.  I  ler  teachers  were  Elder  Rhodes,  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  school,  and  Mrs.  Sanford 
Marston  of  Onarga.  She  was  ninet\--seven  years  of 
aoe  when  she  wrote  this  letter  and  lived  to  be  102. 
Lip  to  1880  not  only  had  the  Literary  and  Music 
Departments  been  strong,  but  the  Commercial  De- 
partment had  graduated  over  one  hundred  students 
with  the  degree  of  Master  of  Accounts.  All  but 
three  of  these  were  still  living  in  1880.  Among 
the  early  graduates  were: 

1868— Horace  Brelsford.  mail  agent 
1871— Benjamin  Durham,  banker 
1873— Julia   Winter   Stokes,  daughter  of  one  of 
the  founders  of  G.P.S.  as  well  as  one  of 
the    founders     of     Mt.    Ilolyoke    College, 
South  Hadlev,  Mass. 


1875— George   Duke,   wheelright 

Frank  Hungerford,  merchant 

18 "6— William  Durham,  bookkeeper 

1877— Oscar  Sherman,  teacher 

1879— Clarence  Messer,  clerk 
1880  -  1890 

1881— Brainard  O.  Hanby,  editor  and  song-writ- 
er. One  of  his  compositions  was  "My 
Darling  Nellie  Gray". 

1882— Phoebe  Van  Benschoten,  later  a  teacher  of 
English  at  G.P.S.  (Louisa  Barnes  Furby, 
'95  remembers  her  as  on  of  her  teachers). 

1883— Daniel   Foreman,  married  Mattie  Haioht, 
'82.     Both  were  teachers. 
Charles  E\erett,  law^'er 
John  Hinkley,  lawyer 

1 886— John  T.  Search,  teacher  and  dentist.  Main- 
tained dental  office  in  Onarga  until  his 
death 

1887— Charles  Ayling,  physician 

1889— J.  Lisle,  minister 

1891— George  Booth,  owned  and  operated  lumber 
business  in  Onaroa  until  his  death.  Lono- 
time  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
G.P.S. 

Wendell  Kay,  lawyer,  Watseka,  111. 
Lemuel   Russell,   phvsician   and   surgeon, 
Danville,  111. 

1 892— Albert  E.  Dennison,  phvsician,  Chicaoo, 
111. 

Lucv    Hickman,     business   w'oman,     Dan- 
ville', 111. 


1893-\\ill  O.   Savior,  teacher.     (Oldest  G.P.S. 

alumnus  at  the    1958   reunion). 
1894— Richard  Meents,  banker  and  state  senator 

Elmer  Shawl,  minister 

Gertrude  Lamoreau.x,  teacher 
1895— Godlieb  O.  Dictz,  Circuit  Court  Judge 
1896-Charles  Pickett,  taught  at  G.P.S.;  later  in 

Oregon 

Julia  Inez  Kipp,  missionary  to  India 

1897— Cyrus    Edgar   Dietz,     Judge    on    Supreme 
Court  of  Illinois 

Ray  Bassett   Kipp,  Wing,   111.,   missionary 
to  Angola,  West  Africa 
Arthur   J.    Elliott,    International    Secretary 
to  Y.M.C.A.    Attended  reunion  in  1949 
Arthur  Dono\an,  Chicago,  111.,  attorney 

1898— Ray   Corey,   consulting  engineer   in  both 
Oreoon  and  Washington 
George    Ha\ens,     architectural     engineer, 
Chicago,  111. 

1899— George    L.    Harroun,    Seattle,    Wash.,    at- 
torney 

Horace  Greeley  Smith,  President  Emeritus 
Garrett  Theological  Seminary  (Dr.  Smith 
is  named  in  "Who's  Who  in  Chicago  and 
Illinois") 

At  the  1949  Reunion  George  Booth  '91  reported 
that  he  had  taken  part  in  a  round-robin  letter  for 
twenty  years  with  the  following  G.P.S.  students: 
Emily  Morris  Reynolds,  Grace  Brown  Townsend, 
Lena  and  Anna  Kewlcy,  Julia  Hathaway,  Charles 
and  Lennic  Edwards,  and  Allic  Warren. 


THE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 


A  History  of  the  Activities  and  and  Achievements  of  the 
Grand  Ptaiiie  Seminary  Alumni  Association 


Charles 

A  Histon  of  the  Activities  and  Achievements  of  the 
Cniitd  Prairie  Seminary  Ahimni  Association 

The  title  is  impressive  but  since  most  of  the  rec- 
ords have  been  engraved  in  the  hearts,  minds  and 
character  of  former  students,  and  \cry  little  reduced 
to  the  written  or  printed  word,  much  has  undoubt- 
edly been  lost  fore\er.  Years  of  intensive  research 
could  ne\cr  uncover  a  small  fraction  of  the  glorious 
historv  —  the  hundreds  insjiired  to  attend  CJ.i'.S.  — 
the  helping  hands  during  school  years  and  in  after 
iile,  the  lasting  friendships  that  were  formed. 

With  a  humble  apologv  to  Editor-in-Chief  Lt. 
Col.  'Lefty'  Frazier  and  all  tiie  members  and  friends 
of  the  G.P.S.  Association  and  a  most  sincere  regret 
for  the  omission  of  a  vast  imiltitude  of  heart-warm- 
ini;  and  epic  making  accomplishments  —  this  article 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

From  a  200  page  book  printed  in  1880,  entitled 
'Commencement  Week,  Onarga,  111.'  we  learn  - 
"The  first  class  which  completed  the  Classical 
Course  of  study  prescribed  b\  (Irand  Prairie  Sem- 
inary, graduated  June  2.^,  1871."  "This  was  the 
dawn  of  a  nev\'  era  in  the  history  of  the  Seminary". 
"Although  it  hat]  been  for  nearly  eight  years  a  pros- 
jxTous  institution  of  learning,  vet  this  was  the  first 
class,  each  memiier  of  which  carried  with  her  a 
diploma  -  the  sign  and  seal  of  the  benediction  of 
her  .Mma  Mater."  "However  -  to  this  d.ite  (1880) 
the  Commercial  College  had  graduated  o\er  100 
students  with  the  degree  of  Master  of  Accounts." 

A  few  of  the  local  or  more  or  less  familiar  names 

were  - 

IS68-n.    Belsford,   A.   Fortin,    R.    Hall,   A.   M. 
Peck,  B.  &  J.  Woods 

1869-Chas.  Barnum,  Mary  Hinckley,  C.  Veach 

1870-Benj.  Durham,  Doctor  Ward,  Josiah  Wil- 
liams 

1871— L.  H.  Bostwick,  E.  Frazee,  Mary  Marston, 
Chas.  Piatt 

I872-Wm.    Matthews,    John    McDowell.    Ceo. 
Williams 

1873— John  Fickle,  Jas.  Koon,  Elmer  W(xid 

1874-Wm.  Duke,  Thos.  McDowell,  Frank  Pang- 
bom 

1875-Frank  1  lungcrford,  Chas.  Van  Nest,  John 
Williams 


Wamock  '07 

1876-W.  T.  Duriiam,  E.  Hinckley,  Chas.  Lock- 
w(xxl,  James  J.  Wamock 

1877-E.  E.  McDowell,  O.  E.  Sherman,  Frank- 
lin Wing,  Eli  Ricker 

1878-Chas.  Haney 

1879-Henry  Boggs,  Ed  Dobbins.  II.  Koon,  C. 
.Messer,  Jas.  Porter 

1880-D.  L.  Baker.  Warren  GoodcU,  Al  McKin- 
ny,  F.  Pearce,  Anna  Schofield,  Frank  Walton, 
Carvev  Weaver.  F.  Williams. 

The  same  book  devoted  several  pages  to  the 
'Record  of  the  Alunmi  Anniversary.'  It  would 
seem,  therefore-,  that  some  tyjx.'  of  Alumni  organ- 
ization was  in  e.xistance,  probably  dating  from  the 
graduation  of  the  first  chiss  in  1871.  However  the 
constitution  consisting  of  a  preamble  and  eight  arti- 
cles was  not  offici.illv  .idopted  until  June  8,  1881. 

PRE.XMBI  F:  In  order  that  all  persons  having 
ijratluated.  or  who  niav  in  the  future  graduate  from 
Cr.ind  Pr.iirie  Seminarv.  may  meet  in  Annual  Re- 
union for  the  purpose  of  renewing  pleasant  mem- 
ories of  student  life  greeting  again  their  esteemed 
instructors;  perpetuating  class  tics;  forming  the  ac- 
quaintance, one  class  of  another,  and  above  all,  for 
the  purpose  of  adding,  in  every  laudable  manner 
possible,  to  the  good  name  of  the  institution  thev 
call  Alma  Mater,  which  out  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
lathers,  was  founded  for  the  inoral  and  intellectual 
welfare  of  their  jxisterity:  The  Grand  Prairie  Sem- 
inary Alumni  Association,  is  this  seventh  day  of 
June.  A.D.  1881,  formally  organized,  having  for  its 
object  the  above  and  for  its  constitution  the  follow- 
ing articles:  Art.  1  **  Name  &  Motto  "E.xcelsior"  II 
to  VII  Membership,  officers,  elections,  duties  and 
rules  of  order,  etc. 

The  ollieers  in  1880  were:  James  F.  Berry, 
Pres.;  Laura  Hurlhurt,  \'.P.;  Emmay  Wallace,  Sec- 
retary, and  Flora  E.  Packer,  Treasurer.  Tlie  mem- 
bers were  the  Class  of  1871  -  Louisa  Clark.  Mary 
Hinckley  and  Meroa  Yeomans,  and  members  thru 
the  class  of  1880  numbering  about  i^O  and  ranging 
in  age  from  16  years  to  25  years. 

The  officers  for  1881-82  were  A.  W.  Hyde,  Clara 
Schrader,  Carlile  Scott,  Emma  Clark,  John  McLoud 
and  Eva  Har])er. 

In  various  early  catalogs  mention  is  made  of  the 
■innual  reunions  as  —  June  9,  1884  -  Tlie  mem- 
bers met  at  3:30  p.m.  in  Scminarj'  Hall.     Following 


a  program  they  were  all  invited  to  the  Banquet  Hall 
for  delieious  refreshments.  In  1886  they  met  at 
8:00  p.m.  for  a  musical  program  followed  by  re- 
freshments and  business  meeting.  In  1887  it  was 
noted  that  the  17th  Anniversary  was  held  in  the 
Chapel  and  so  on  thru  the  years. 

In  the  catalog  for  the  38th  year  of  G.P.S.  1900- 
1901  it  stated  'Of  the  organizations  of  the  Seminary, 
the  Alumni  Ass'n.  stands  first.'  It  is  composed  of 
students  who  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the  class 
rooms,  in  the  literary  societies,  on  the  athletic  field 
and  in  the  Christian  Associations.'  Annual  meet- 
ings are  held  on  Wednesday  of  Commencement 
week. 

The  officers  for  1903-1904  were  Pres.  Nellie 
Morris,  \'.P.,  Dr.  J.  T.  Search;  Secy.,  Pearl  Smith; 
Recorder,  Martha  Matthews,  and  Trees.,  Anna 
Belle  Risscr.     (All  well  known  Onarga  residents.) 

May  4,  1904  -  at  the  close  of  the  Commence- 
ment exercises,  an  offer  of  $10,000.  from  Hon.  W. 
A.  Rankin  was  read  to  be  used  for  a  $40,000.  reci- 
tation and  administration  building.  The  Alumni 
Ass'n.  pledged  to  raise  $5000.  to  help  on  the  balance 
needed  to  raise  the  fund. 

About  1910  the  Chicago-Evanston  Ass'n.  (GPS) 
was  formed  and  met  during  each  vear  in  the  Uni- 
versity Building.  It  proved  to  be  'a  substantial 
factor  in  maintaining  and  awakening  enthusiasm 
among  the  alumni.' 

In  1922  a  joint  Homecoming  of  the  GPS  &  QMS 
Alumni  was  held  in  Onarga  and  the  second  meeting 
was  held  Oct.  27,  1923  for  the  purpose  of  reorgan- 
izing the  Association.  The  school  was  open  for  in- 
spection in  the  morning  v\'ith  a  band  concert  at  1 1 
a.m.  followed  by  a  football  game  with  Parker  and 
a  party  and  dance  that  night. 

Although  considerable  research  was  made  in  old 
issues  of  the  Leader  &  Review,  the  number  of  years 
this  joint  meeting  existed,  was  not  learned  nor  just 
how  many  years  lapsed  after  the  last  regular  G.P.S. 
reunion  and  the  reactivation  of  the  Alumni  at  the 
picnic  in  Kankakee  in   1939. 

The  Resurrection  of  G.P.S.  Alumni  Association 

Sparked  by  a  suggestion  from  Miss  Faye  Elliott 
of  Chebanse,  111.  to  the  Beardslees  of  Clifton,  a 
G.P.S.  picnic  and  reunion  was  planned.  Cards 
were  sent  to  a  few  former  students  urging  them  to 
invite  others  and  to  bring  their  families  for  a  picnic 
in  Bird's  Park,  Kankakee  on  July  30,  1939.  About 
fifty  were  present  for  dinner  and  over  80  during 
the  day.  The  business  session  was  called  to  order 
by  Miss  Elliott  and  Henry  Beardslee  was  appointed 
temporary  chairman.  All  present  were  in  favor  of 
another  picnic  and  reunion  for  1940. 

Merle  Wright  was  elected  Pres.,  Marie  Beardslee, 
V.P.,  and  F.  S.  Johnson,  Secy.     Letters  were  read 


from  a  number  of  alumni  and  teachers.  Mrs.  Dur- 
ham of  Onarga  and  Mrs.  Stoke  of  Kankakee,  Class 
of  1872  were  present.  A  collection  of  $7.47  was 
taken  to  defray  notice  expenses. 

Aug.  25,  1940  -  98  attended  and  many  inter- 
esting letters  were  read.  Dr.  A.  J.  Harper  invited 
the  Association  to  hold  the  1 94 1  meeting  in  Onarga. 
Collection  $11.65. 

Aug.  24,  1941  -  the  3rd  annual  reunion  was 
held  in  Onarga,  with  a  basket  dinner  in  the  Meth- 
odist church,  over  300  were  present.  It  was  voted 
to  make  this  a  permanent  organization  and  a  com- 
mittee consisting  of  Chas.  Ward,  Marie  Beardslee 
and  Dr.  Harper  was  appointed  to  draft  a  constitu- 
tion and  by-laws.  Again,  many  letters  were  read 
including  ones  from  former  Presidents,  Dr.  Van 
Pelt  and  Dr.  Phillips.  A  resolution  was  adopted 
regarding  the  passing  of  Rev.  H.  H.  Frost  who  died 
July  19,  1941.  Col.  Bittinger  invited  the  group 
to  visit  the  O.M.S.  plant.  The  oldest  class  -  1872 
was  represented  bv  J.  S.  Williams  and  the  young- 
est bv  Laura  Search,  1918.  The  new  by-laws  sub- 
mitted by  the  abo\e  committee,  were  adopted. 

Aug.  18,  1946  -  the  4th  reunion  was  held  in 
Onarga  following  a  lapse  during  World  War  II. 
156  attended  the  dinner  in  the  church.  A  letter 
was  read  from  Mrs.  Marthaetta  WvTnan  Ludlow, 
of  Jefferson,  la.  who  was  97  years  of  age  and  at- 
tended the  first  classes  in  the  old  Methodist  church 
in  1863  with  Elder  P.  T.  Rhodes  as  instructor. 
Tliere  was  also  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Sanford  Marston 
who  attended  before  the  Dormitory  was  erected. 
Collection  $59.58. 

Following  these  early  meetings,  reunions  have 
been  held  regularly  thru  the  years  with  a  fine  at- 
tendance usually,  seldom  as  low  as  100.  In  1947  - 
press  notices  went  out  to  16  newspapers.  In  1948 
a  letter  from  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wilcox  Beasley  men- 
tioned Mable  Dufford  Pinkerton,  Cora  Kipp  and 
"Speed"  Tornquist,  whose  name  she  had  seen  car\ed 
on  a  granite  pillar  at  Boulder  Dam,  among  those 
of  the  engineers.  In  1949  a  newspaper  clipping  re- 
corded the  100th  birthday  of  Mrs.  Ludlow  and  in 
1950  Mrs.  Mann  visited  Mrs.  Julia  Winter  Stokes, 
G.P.S.  1872-3  v\-ho  was  96  years  of  age.  In  1951 
the  Ass'n.  voted  $25.  to  the  Van  Pelt  Memorial 
Fund.     Nearlv  350  invitations  were  mailed  in  1950. 

Sept.  18,  1955  -  the  Association  voted  to  pay 
the  church  $10.00  and  the  janitor  $5.00.  The 
Class  of  1893  was  represented  by  W.  O.  Saylor  and 
R.  H.  Mason  -  1894  -  Mrs.  Lucy  Lockwood  Spen- 
cer; 1896  by  J.  G.  Holch  and  Mrs.  Bertha  Barritt 
Cox;    1898  Geo.   Hall  and  Dr.  Llarper,  and   1899 

by  Ross  Stoutemeyer.  Three  families  -  Williams. 
Wheelers  and  Gamer,  each  had  three  members  pres- 
ent. Dr.  K.  S.  Khedroo  gave  a  thrilling  and  inter- 
esting sketch  of  his  life  and  especially,  his  attend- 
ance in  G.P.S.  during   1909  and  later. 


Sept.  16,  1956  -  Oldest  class  was  represented  by 
W.  O.  Savior  '87.  Greatest  distance  -  Mrs.  Maude 
Cook  Mullcr.  Wichita,  Kan.  and  Mrs.  Bushey  of 
St.  Louis.  An  interesting  talk  was  given  by  Col. 
Adams  of  O.M.S.  It  was  moved  that  the  Associa- 
tion purchase  a  suitable  memorial  plaque  to  honor 
G.P.S. 

Sept.  15,  1957  -  Mr.  Henry  reported  a  suitable 
plaque  would  cost  between  $75.00  and  $150.  and 
the  committee  was  authorized  to  spend  $100.  'The 
Alley  Cats'  -  a  girls  group  from  Piper  City  gave  a 
program. 

Sept.  14,  1958  -  Harry  Hill  led  the  group  in 
singing.  It  was  reported  that  Dr.  Harper,  Homer 
Clark.^Gladys  Lane  (Smith)  and  Faye  Elliott  had 
died.  Col.  Adams,  Major  Frazicr  and  Col.  I  lutcliins 
of  O.M.S.  gave  short  talks  and  an  in\  ilation  to  visit 
the  school. 

Sept.  20,  1959  -  98  registered.  Collection  $109.50. 
Mr.  Henry  presented  the  Memorial  Plaque  which 
was  accepted  on  behalf  of  G.P.S.  by  C.  H.  War- 
nock.  Secy,  of  the  Board.  Cost  $100.50,  solid 
bronze  10  by  18  inches.  Inscription:  Grand  Prairie 
beminarv  1863-1918.  "This  plaque  is  erected  by 
former  students  in  Memory  of  its  founders,  espe- 
cially Elder  Rhoades;  the  dedicated  teachers  and  the 
students  who  found  here  a  new  meaning  to  life  and 
a  greater  uscfidness  to  God  and  Country."  Out  of 
state  visitors  -  from  Florida.  Mrs.  Goldia  Sayler 
Williams.  Robert  and  Mildred  (Skinner)  Cam- 
mack;  .Michigan,  R.  I  lutchison;  Indiana,  Ernest 
Truby,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Decker,  Elva  Allen 
and  C.  E.  Kitch  and  John  \\'.  Anderson.  Classes 
represented  were  -  1894  -  Bertha  Co.x,  and  George 
Stanford  -  1895,  Mrs.  Lou  Furby,  -  1896,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  .Aaron  Shaw,  Janet  Nickerson,  -  1899,  Ross 
Stoutenieycr,  -  1901,  Paige  Perkinson,  and  1903, 
Jessica   Nickerson  and  George  Boyler.   . 

I  he  following  members  of  the  1909  football 
squad  were  introduced  -  Louis  Schnurr,  Vernon 
Essington,  John  Speck,  Robert  Cammack,  R.  J. 
OttmuUer,  John  Barner,  Ernest  Truby,  Byron  Walk- 
er, James  Anderson  and  George  B(x;man.  It  was 
voted  to  arrange  to  ha\c  the  dinner  ser\ed  by  die 
WSCS  society; 

Sept.  1960  -  105  attended  the  dinner  ser\ed  by 
the  WSCS  society.  Collection  $109.05.  A  group 
picture  was  taken  of  members  graduating  prior  to 
1900  -  Stoutemeyer,  Co.x,  Jones,  Hall,  Gordon, 
Peterson,  Cloke  and  Sanders.  Honored  at  the 
meeting  were  four  classmates  of  1909-10  who  had 
kept  in  close  touch  with  each  other  for  fifty  years  - 
Mrs.  Reta  St.  John  .\xtel.  .Mrs.  Grace  Williams 
Tobev,  Mrs.  Op.il  I^mdnlpli  Arndt  and  Miss  Fern 
Yaw.' 


the  organization  of  G.P.S.  and  the  present  standing 
of  O..M.S  with  a  full  capacity  of  cadets  from  all 
oxer  U.S.  and  many  foreign  countries.  Kenneth 
Ingham  and  Wni.  Salmen  offered  for  consideration 
the  project  of  uniting  the  two  associations  -  GPS 
&  OMS,  but  the  committee  recommended  that  such 
a  imion  be  |X)stponed.  Robert  Cammack  gave  a 
short  talk  alxjut  the  1911  football  team  and  intro- 
duced se\cral  who  were  present.  Plans  were  dis- 
cussed for  the  Centennial  celebration  and  it  was 
agreed  it  should  be  a  joint  at  fair  of  lx)th  G.P.S.  and 
()..M.S.  Alumni  Associations. 

Sept.  16.  1962  —  Again  there  were  110  at  the 
liinner.  Collection  was  $107.25  and  by  mail  $47.50 
-  tot.il  $144.75.  Mrs.  Alice  Selleck  Wright  was 
the  honored  guest  of  the  day  -  and  gave  an  interest- 
ing account  of  her  experiences  as  'Illinois  Mother 
of  the  Year'  and  expressed  her  regrets  that  she  was 
unable  on  account  of  her  health  -  to  go  to  New 
York  for  the  National  Coni|ietition.  Mrs.  Manin 
Craig  was  congratulated  for  her  assistance  in  plac- 
ing Mrs.  \\'right  as  the  Illinois  candidate.  CoL 
.Adams  gave  additional  items  regarding  G.P.S.  and 
O.M.S.  J.  O.  Oilman,  class  of  1905  -  came  from 
California,  others  from  Missouri.  Ohio,  etc.  Mem- 
bers were  urged  by  C.  II.  Warnock  to  send  in  pic- 
tures, programs,  etc.,  that  could  be  used  to  establish 
a  G.P.S.  I  listorical  Museum.  It  was  decided  to 
plan  a  joint  meeting  for  1963  to  fit  into  the  Cen- 
tennial plans. 


Sept.   17,    1961 

lion  <;=;4  in.     Cnl 


I  10  attended  dinner.     Collec- 
\,Iims   nine  a   brief  history  of 


REMEMBER  WAY  BACK  WHEN? 

By  Louisa  (Barnes)  Furby  '95,  Bertha  Cox  '95, 
Morris  Wheeler  and  Others 


Material  tor  this  column  was  provided  by  "old 
timers"  who  Fondly  recalled  their  experiences  as 
students  at  Grand  Prairie  Seminary.  Among  these 
are:  Mrs.  Ira  Furby,  nee  Louisa  Barnes,  who  was 
graduated  from  Grand  Prairie  Seminary  in  vocal 
music  in  1895.  Lou,  as  she  is  known  to  her  many 
friends,  later  attended  Oberlin  College,  Oberlin, 
Ohio,  and  sang  in  the  Christmas  Cantata  Messiah. 
She  later  taught  organ  and  \ocal  lessons  to  many 
students  in  this  community,  driving  her  horse  and 
buooy  to  their  homes.  Now,  at  more  than  90  years 
of  age,  you  can  see  her  driving  her  Lincoln  to  call 
(in  her  local  friends. 

Mrs.  Bertha  Cox,  mother  of  Glenn  Cox,  the  vil- 
lage mayor,  and  John  Cox.  Onarga  Postmaster,  also 
contributed  material  for  this  column.  After  her 
graduation  from  Grand  Prairie  Seminary  in  1895, 
she  taught  at  Holtz  School  in  1896  and  in  several 
other  schools  in  the  county  for  se\'eral  years. 

Morris  \A 'heeler  (Boy)  also  gave  the  Inquiring 
Reporter  much  valuable  information.  "Boy"  is  now 
a  retired  grain  dealer  and  was  at  one  time  a  member 
of  one  of  the  outstanding  football  teams  of  Grand 
Prairie  Seminary.  Fie  is  at  present  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Grand  Prairie  Seminary  -  Onarga  Military 
School  Board  of  Trustees. 

The  President  of  Grand  Prairie  Seminary  had 
his  office  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  old  frame 
Admmistration  Building  and  lived  in  the  house  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  Glenn  Hall. 

Dad  Elliott's  eating  club  for  boys  was  located 
north  of  the  Rankin  House  and  Mrs.  St.  John  did 
the  cooking? 

The  girls  li\ino  in  the  Dorm  could  date  only  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday  nights  and  Mrs.  Giddings,  the 
House  Mother,  checked  them  in  at  9:30? 

The    transportation    was    horse    and    buggy    and 


instead  of  the  garage  and  the  parking  lot  there  was 
the  li\er\'  stable  and  hitching  post? 

The  athletic  field  moved  from  the  eastern  part  of 
the  cemetery  to  what  is  now  Durham  Park  and 
later  to  what  is  now  die  Onarga  Military  School 
athletic  field? 

\Mien  dances  were  prohibited,  but  social  parties 
were  held  in  the  Old  Auditorium,  and  bob-sled  rides 
and  hay  rides  were  chaperoned  by  the  parents  of 
Morris  Wheeler  and  other  local  couples  and  teach- 
ers? 

When  Mrs.  Bailey  had  charge  of  the  Dining 
Hall? 

\'\'hcn  daily  chapel  was  held  at  noon? 

When  at  church  on  Sunday  —  morning  and  eve- 
ning —  the  boys  sat  on  one  side  and  the  girls  on  the 
other?  And  how  they  got  together  after  serv'ice  for 
the  bo\'s  to  walk  the  girls  home  \ia  the  longest  route 
permissible? 

And  how  many  romances  de\'eloped  from  strolls 
along  one  of  the  fa\'orite  Lovers  Lanes,  the  road 
leading  south  to  the  Hicks'  fann? 

How  many  of  these  romances  resulted  in  mar- 
riage —  Ed  Barber  and  Helen  Gibhs.  to  name  only 
one? 

.\nd  then  the  local  school  teachers  wooed  and 
wnn  bv  the  Grand  Prairie  Seminary  boys:  "Boy" 
and  Dolly,  "Chuck"  and  Fran.  (Editor's  note  — 
The  O.M.S.  boys  continued  the  practice  of  choos- 
ing their  wi\es  from  the  ranks  of  the  local  girls: 
Paul  Collins  and  Phyllis  Balding,  Jack  Moehling 
:md  Delores  Hacrr,  Claude  Boles  and  Marilyn 
Da\is,  Earl  Zatloukal  and  Marge  Homer. 

Wu  hope  that  the  reminiscing  of  these  "old  tim- 
ers" will  recall  man\-  other  memories  to  the  readers 
of  this  little  book  and  provide  fuel  for  feeding  the 
memory  fires  of  yesteryear. 
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Bottom  row,  left  to  right:  Gladys  Randolph  Liech,  Irwin  Ripley,  Alice  Clarey 
Lamb,  Arthur  England,  Bernice  McQueen,  Margaret  Haley,  Forrest  Cammick. 
Jeanne  Wheeler,  Edna  McNaught,  Jess  Stone.  Minnie  Kietzman,  Nellie  Martin; 

Second  row:  Ben  Hobbis.  Ruth  Clark,  Margaret  Thompson,  Floyd  McQueen,  Elsa 

Larson.  Clarence   Koon,   Sadie  McNaught   Ernst,   Talbot,   Gertrude   Smith, 

Henry  Beardslee,  Emily  Flessner; 

Third  row:  Ernest  Lockheart,  Bill  Orem,  Irene  Lovett,  Eric  Dixon,  Alta  Meents 
Emens,  Ed  Whiteside,  Roy  Conn,  Mildred  Lyons. 

Top  row:  L.  Essington,  Harold  Bartrum,  Wesley  Shearer,  Russel  Bowman,  Paul 
Thorne,  Hazel  B.  Curtis  Krabel. 


BRIGADIER  GENERAL  J.  E.  BITTINGER 

First  Superintendent 

of  Onarga  Military  School 


FOUNDING 


Major  E.  L.  Davis 
Accordino    to   Lonii- 


Change   has   nn   timetable 
fellow  "nothini;  that  is  can  pause  or  stay." 

The  foundation  laid  by  G.  P.  S.  was  no  tempo- 
rary groundwork;  it  was  meant  to  endure.  Hence, 
O.  M.  S.  was  born  to  carr\'  on  a  great  tradition. 
The  Bittingers  with  their  educational  "know  how" 
and  a  de\otion  to  an  ideal  put  a  new  look  on  the 
Onarga  scene.  Cadets  replaced  coeds;  the  bugle 
replaced  the  school  bell,  but  the  lamp  of  learning 
was  retained  to  remind  both  students  and  faculty 
that  the  primary  purpose  remained  the  same.  Al- 
though the  school  bell  fell  into  the  ashes  of  the  old 
frame  school  building  in  the  fire  of  1921,  one  piece 
of  the  bell  may  be  seen  among  the  souxenirs  exhib- 
ited at  the  Centennial,  and  the  steps  to  the  school 
building  entrance  are  mounted  daily  by  the  bugler 
calling  the  cadets  to  school,  to  drill,  to  mess,  and 
to  bed. 

For  many  years  the  literary  societies  of  G.  P.  S. 
held  a  prominent  place  in  the  forensic  program  of 
O.  M.  S.  Many  of  us  recall  with  a  great  deal  of 
respect  aiid  admiration  the  manner  in  which  Capt. 
Wilbur  Greer  led  his  Chrestos  into  battle  with  some 
young  instructor's  Lincos. 

To  make  a  school  it  takes  students  with  a  desire 
to  learn  and  teachers  with  x'ision  ,md  de\otion  to 
their  profession. 

In  1919-1920  twenty-five  cadets  stood  formation. 
The  nc\t  \'i  iir  the  fi'iure  doubled.     It  \v;is  not  until 


the  year    1924-25    that   the   enrollment   jxissed   the 
one  hundred  mark. 

Many  of  the  faculty  members  of  those  early  years 
remained  on  the  staff  for  many  years.  Among  them 
are : 

J.  E.  Bittingev.  Supt.,  1919-1941 

L.  M.  Bittinger,  Principal,   1919-1953 

L.  N.  Bittinger,  Commandant,   1919-1940 

W.  J.  Greer.  Foreign  Language,  1919-1941 

T.  Cornell  Vanden  Bosch,  Music,  1919-1931 

E.  L.  Day  is.  Science,  1920-1964 

T.  M.  Frazier,  English,  1921-23-1930-64 

C.  H.  Ludwick,  Social  Studies,  Coach, 

Headmaster,  1923-1952 
H.  V.  Leahy,  English,  1923-1932 
J.  A.  Stienecker,  Intramural  program, 
Commandant,  1924-1958 
Early  changes  in  the  physical  plant  include: 

(1)  the  new  administration   building   (1922) 

(2)  the  north  half  of  the  Dormitory  (1921) 

(3)  the  razing  of  the  old  Methodist  Church  on 

the  campus  (1924) 
The  grades   taught  included  4th   through   12th. 
''Pee  Wee's  to  P.  G.'s"  —  the  former  li\ino  in  the 
"cottage"  (old  infirmary  later). 

:f         *  * 

Editor's  Note:  Remember  conducting  study  hall  in 
the  old  Gym  before  the  new  building  was  com- 
pleted?    Also  the  twin  desks? 


STATEMENT  OF  AIMS  AND  OBJECTIVES 
OF  ONARGA  MILITARY  SCHOOL 

Br  the  O.MS.  Factilty  Committee 


Onarga  Military  School  is  primarily  a  college 
prcparatorv'  school,  and  as  such  it  is  necessary  to 
follow  a  curriculum  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of 
boys  who  expect  to  enter  college.  For  those  who 
do  not  enter  college,  the  curriculum  proxides  both 
remedial  and  general  courses.  Tlie  educational  philos- 
ophy of  the  administration  and  the  faculty  tends 
toward  the  traditional  curriculum  and  methods. 
The  administration  is  more  interested  in  results 
than  in  methods.  Facult)'  members  are  free  to  trj' 
new  methods  by  which  they  feel  the  students  will 
benefit.  Inasmuch  as  these  boys  are  away  from 
home,  it  is  the  policy  of  the  school  to  provide  the 
kind  of  trainino  that  should  be  found  in  a  "ood 
home. 

General  Alms  Of  The  School 

1.  lo  develop  a  high  tyjie  of  citizen  bv  emphasizing 
character  training. 

2.  To  create  a  wholesome  environment. 

?.  To  promote  the  de\elopment  of  health  and  pliys- 
ical  fitness. 

4.  To  help  each  boy  to  help  himself  by  means  oi: 

a.  Individual  conference  with  his  instructors 

and  faculty  advisor. 

b.  A  vocational  and  educational   testing  pro- 

gram. 

5.  To  provide  individual  attention  in  the  classroom 
and  study  periods. 

6.  To  provide  remedial   instruction  wherever  pos- 
sible. 

7.  To  meet  the  individual  needs  in  academic  and 
extra-cunicular  activities. 

Specific  Aims  Of  The  Academic  Department 

1 .  To  help  the  cadet  to  learn  how  to  concentrate. 

2.  To  teach  him  proper  study  methods. 

3.  To  provide  motivation. 

4.  To  develop  better  reading  habits  and  skills. 

5.  To  coordinate  the  work  of  the  different  depart 
ments. 

(i.  1  o  stimulate  a  desire  for  learning  by: 

a.   Arousing  an  internal  desire  on  the  part  ol 

the  student. 
1).  By   means  of  external  rewards   to  supple 
ment  tlie  internal  desire. 
".  lo  develop  clear  and  logical  thinking  and  the 
ability  to  analyze  and  organize  material  from  tlie 
printed  page. 
Specific  Aims  Of  The  Militar)'  Department 

1.  To  teach  responsibility  and  leadership. 

2.  To  teach    respect,   promptness,   courtesy,   and 
orderliness. 

3.  To  gi\e  such  militant-   instruction   as   prescribed 
by  the  government  for  N.D.C.C.  schools. 


1  o  instill   in   the  cadet  a   pride   in  himself,  his 
companv.  and  his  school. 
Ainu  Of  The  Physical  Edticatioti  Department 
To  encourage  and  instill  sound  health  habits. 
To  teach  the  skills  which  will  enable  the  boy  to 
enjoy   and   benefit    from   his   leisure    time,   not 
only  during  the  school  years  but  in  later  life  as 

"I  o  emphasize  the  principle  of  fair  play. 
To  teach  cooperation  and  team  play. 
To  overcome  the  feeling  of  fear  of  personal  con- 
tact. 

To  teach  every  boy  to  swim,  not  only  for  the 
pleasure  to  be  derived  from  it,  but  as  a  means 
of  safe^^ 

Aims  Of  The  Music  Department 
lo  appreciate  good  music. 

To  e.xperience  the  satisfaction  of  being  able  to 
play  an  instrument. 

To  learn  to  work  harmoniously  with  others. 
To  gi\c  preliminary  training  to  those  who  have 
the  inclination  and  the  talent  to  prepare  for  a 
career  in  music. 

Spiritual  and  Moral  Welfare 
To  provide  instnictive  and  inspirational  chapel 
programs. 

To  make  axailabic  periods  for  individual  confer- 
ences with  the  Chaplain. 

To  create  a  better  understanding  of  racial  and 
religious  groups  through  the  elective  course  in 
religious  education. 

To  provide  the  opportunity  for  cidets  to  attend 
the  church  of  their  own  choosing. 

Social  Aitns 
To  instruct  the  cadets  in  good  manners  in  the 
dining  hall. 

1  o  provide  dancing  instruction. 
To  help  the  cadet  to  develop  a  feeling  of  being 
at  case  in  the  presence  of  older  people,  mixed 
company  (all  ages),  and  among  boys  and  girls 
of  his  own  age. 


CHURCH  RELATIONSHIP 

Bv  (.'luiphiii!  joJin  E.  Genu 


The  relationship  of  the  Onarga  Mihtary  School 
and  the  Methodist  Church  have  been  close  partly 
by  necessity  and  partly  by  choice.  By  necessity 
because  the  properties  used  for  the  school  were  un- 
der control  of  the  Central  Illinois  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Church  and  the  Conference  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  election  or  confirmation  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  An  entry  in  the  Journal  and 
Year  Book  of  the  Conference  of  1920  states; 

"A  Boys'  School  under  private  management 
occupies  the  premises  and  gives  evidence  of 
success.  But  the  matter  of  property  endow- 
ment and  subscription  requires  careful  at- 
tention and  action,  that  the  rights  and  equi- 
ties of  Methodism  may  be  conser\'ed.  We 
recommend  the  appointment  of  a  commission 
of  seven  to  represent  the  Central  Illinois 
Conference  in  this  important  matter,  .  .  . 
This  Commission  is  hereby  given  the  power 
of  attorney  on  behalf  of  the  Central  Illinois 
Conference  to  be  exercised  by  the  vote  of 
li\e  members  of  the  commission  so  as  to  con- 
ser\e  the  interests  of  the  Conference  .  .  . 
The  Commission  shall  act  in  conjunction 
with  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church."  (p.  63,  Journal  of 
1920) 

Notices  of  the  school  appear  from  time  to  time 
in  the  Journals  of  the  ne.xt  years.  In  1945  an  entry 
in  the  Journal  of  that  year  recognizes  and  approves 
the  relationship  of  the  Onarga  Military  School  to 
the   Illinois   Conference  of   the   Methodist  Church. 


From  then  on  there  is  consistent  notice  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Trustees  and  the  appointment  of  visitors, 
but  for  many  in  the  Conference  -  both  ministers 
and  lavmen  -  the  school  was  little  more  than  a  name 
in  the  Journal.  This  was  true  of  the  present  writer 
and  chaplain  when  he  was  received  into  the  Confer- 
ence in  1950  and  for  a  number  of  years  afterward. 
However,  in  1962  a  move  was  made  to  strength- 
en the  ties  between  the  Church  and  the  School, 
and  for  a  greater  recognition  of  the  School  as  an 
integral  part  of  the  Methodist  Church's  system  of 
Uni\ersities,  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools.  At 
the  1963  Conference  a  resolution  to  this  effect  was 
submitted  and  oxerwhelmingly  approved.  In  the 
very  near  future  we  expect  to  see  Onarga  Military 
School  listed  among  the  schools  related  to  the  church 
in  the  literature  of  Methodism. 

But  this  is  only  the  official  side  of  the  relation- 
ship of  the  school  to  the  church.  There  is  the  rela- 
tionship of  the  school  to  the  local  Methodist  Church 
and  to  the  other  churches  of  the  community'.  In 
the  early  days  of  the  Military  School  the  local  Meth- 
odist pastor  had  no  official  function  on  the  faculty 
of  the  school.  Howe\er,  he  must  have  exercised 
considerable  influence  as  the  minister  in  closest 
proximity  to  the  school.  There  were  chapel  services 
at  which  the  local  ministers  and  some  retired  men 
would  officiate.  In  1944  with  the  appointment  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Leslie  Archer  to  the  Methodist  Church 
(jf  Onarga  a  new  relationship  was  instituted.  A 
course  in  religion  was  offered  on  a  voluntar\^  basis 
to  be  taught  by  the  local  Methodist  minister,  and  a 
weekly    Chapel    sen'ice    was    under    his    direction. 


Tliis  c'.rranujment  hjs  continued  since  that  time. 
I  he  ministers  who  haxe  ser.cd  the  School  and  the 
C  hiirch  in  this  cjpacity  since  Rev.  .Archer's  years  in 
On:irs-a  are:  The  Rev.  Mr.  Lloyd  Barnard,  1949- 
50;  The  Rev.  Mr.  Or^al  Bear,'  1951-1954;  1  he 
Rev.  Mr.  Cecil  Lockard,  1955-57;  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Wilfred  C.uslin,  1958-61.  and  the  writer,  John  E. 
Genn,  serxinij  his  second  year  at  Onarga. 

What  this  relationship  hetween  Church  and 
School  has  meant  for  the  cadets  is,  rather  obviously, 
lor  the  cadets  to  say,  but  what  it  has  meant  to  the 
ministers  who  have  served  in  this  dual  cap;icity 
much  can  be  said.  Orval  Bear  recalls  with  jiicasure 
his  years  here;  the  colorful  parades  in  fall  and  spring 
were  memorable,  he  suggests.  One  year  Orval  dou- 
bled as  an  assistant  football  coach  with  Ceorge  Z;ir- 
coff  and  remembers  that  the  record  that  year  was 
all  losses  .intl  no  wins.  Wilfred  Ciislin  writes  the 
lollowing   about    his   experience: 

"It  is  my  experience  that  the  chaplain  has  a 
'honeymoon'  experience  with  the  cadets  at 
O.M.S.  He  can  be  a  true  friend,  a  coun- 
selor, and  pastor  with  each  cadet.  As  I  look 
hack  up)n  this  ex]ierience  I  c.in  :issure(llv 
say  that  I,  pcrsonallv,  gained  much  from  the 
relationship.  The  cadets  need  a  person  on 
the  staff  v\'ho  represents  not  o\crt  authority  - 
but  personal  warmth  and  understanding." 

This  represents  the  attitude  ol  all  wiio  have 
been  privileged  to  serve  in  this  situation.  All  of 
us  who  have  been  here  have  enjovcti  the  lellow 
ship  with  the  other  faculty  members,  which  gives 
one's  years  at  Onarga  an  unicpie  tjuajitv. 

Another  aspect  of  this  relationship  is  what  the 
presence  of  the   school   me;ms   to   tin-    loc;il   ciiurch. 


"\.hl;  one  need  not  deny  the  fact  that  at  times 
tcns'ons  exist,  th;  oxerall  attitude  is  one  of  pleasure 
;.s  I  he  presence  of  the  buys  in  the  services  of  wor- 
ship. Mv  immediate  predecessor,  Wilfred  C.ustin, 
uho  hid  an  unusually  successful  time  here,  writes: 

"The  Onarga  Methodist  Church  is  strategical- 
ly   located    and    closely    affiliated    with    the 
school.     Many  cadets  refer  to  the  Onarga 
Church  as  'their  church.'      1   am  confident 
that    the    affiliate    membership    which    was 
star:ed  two  yc.irs  ago  has  been  continued  and 
has   been    meaningful    to   the   fellowship   ol 
cadets  and  resident  church  members." 
Finally  one  must  speak  of  the  ellect  ol  the  rela- 
tionship upon  the  schcx)l.     In  our  pluwlistic.  secular 
society   \\here   religion   in   the   second.iry   schools   is 
prohibited    by    law,    it    is    the    independent    school 
where  religion  can   be  given  a  place  commensurate 
with  its  influence  and  importance  in  history.     Even 
the  limited  place  religion  has  at  present  at  O.M.S. 
serves   to  show   that   religion   has  a  place   in   any 
vvell-rounded  curriculum.     Furthermore,  compulsory 
:ittendance   at    Chapel    and   at   Church   on    Sunday 
keeps  the  cadets  aware  of  their  religious  tluiies  and 
opportunities.     While  the  compulsory  element  may 
dismay  some,  it  need  not.     We  all  know  that  boys 
;iway  from  home  need  the  guidance  and  the  prod- 
ings  that  only  the  church  can  offer.  Someone  has  said 
lh:!t  every  good  thing  in  life  is  contrived  -  it  does 
no!  come  of  itself.     The  compulsory  attendance  is 
p;Tl   of  our  efforts   to  contrive   a   healthy   environ- 
ment-social,   psychological    and    religious.      Attend- 
ance at  Chapel  and  Church  are  a  part  of  what  it 
me-ns  to  be  a  cadet  at  O.M.S.     It  is  the  hope  of 
;he  writer  that  an  even   more  e.xtensive   and  vital 
religicius  program   may   be  a   part  of   the  future   of 
O.M.S.  as  it  begins  its  second  century  of  sen'ice. 


ACADEMIC  DEPARTMENT 

B\  I  t.  Col  T.  M.  Frazier 


Accumulation  of  knowledge  may  be  a  worthy 
goal,  but  it  should  be  accompanied  bv  other  worth- 
while goals.  One  such  goal  is  to  help  the  bov  to 
help  himself.  Boys  are  taught  to  budget  their 
tiiTie.  to  assume  the  responsibility  for  preparing  their 
assignments,  and  to  concentrate  on  the  task  at  hand. 

While  the  curriculum  follows  the  traditional 
pattern  of  college  preparatory  schools,  it  is  flexible 
enough  to  provide  courses  emphasizing  business 
training. 

During  the  decades  when  many  schools  deserted 
the  tniditional  curriculum  for  the  progressive  pro- 
grams Onarga  Military  School  was  following  a 
courss  not  too  different  from  that  followed  in  its 
later  years,  by  the  Grand  Prairie  Seminary.  It  is 
gratifying  to  see  the  trend  to  the  return  to  funda- 
mentals in  both  public  and  independent  schools. 

On   the  other  hand,  Onarsa  Military  School   has 

o 

followed  with  interest  the  advances  made  in  the 
better  schools  and  is  eager  to  install  improvements 
wherexer  possible.  Onarga  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
in   this  state  in  introducing  the   teachino  of  a   for- 


eign I'lnouage  in  the  lower  grades.  Since  the  fifth, 
sixth,  and  se\enth  grades  have  been  dropped,  this 
nnoiation  has  been  discontinued. 

Amono  the  practices  that  are  still  in  use  are: 
a  teacher-pupil  ratio  of  one  to  ten;  the  supervised 
studv  hall;  frequent  reports  to  parents,  once  every' 
fhre;  weeks;  \ocational  interest  tests;  entrance  ex- 
amini'tions;  the  annual  Test  D(TV,  on  which  achieve- 
ment tests  in  specified  subjects  are  given. 

Some  experimentation  has  been  done  in  the  field 
of  remedial  reading,  promotion  on  the  basis  of  pro- 
ficiency examinations,  team  teaching,  and  the  in- 
troduction of  a  course  in  "How  To  Study". 

Among  the  newer  educational  procedures  being 
ex  mined  are:  educational  television,  language  lab- 
oratories, the  "new  mathematics",  and  prn^ranmicd 
instruction. 

Onarga  Military  School  is  proud  of  its  faculty, 
a  faculty  well-balanced  by  the  c.vperience  of  its 
older  instructors  and  the  vigor  and  zest  of  its 
young  men.  It  is  our  hope  that  we  inay  equal 
the  example  set  for  us  by  the  students  and  teachers 
of  Grand  Prairie  Seminary. 


athli<:tics  and  kkckeation 

B)  L(.  Col.  T.  M.  Frazier 


The  curliest  rccoals  .a.uLiblc  indii-.ilc  tiiat  c\cn 
ill  the  years  of  its  inlancy  Onarga  Military  School 
WM  represented  by  formidahle  teams  in  baseball, 
basketball,  and  track.  Otto  White  '21  set  a  record 
in  the  broad  jump  that  stood  for  many  years.  Lucius 
Lobdell.  one  of  the  first  coaches  of  Ycllowjacket 
te.inis,  coached  the  1920-21  team  which  produced 
Don  McC'hesnev  who  later  phned  with  the  famous 
tJnar^a  Nationals. 

In  the  fall  of  1921  the  first  cadet  football  team 
was  organized  and  coached  by  the  writer  of  this 
chapter.  An  inexperienced  squad  playing  with  make- 
shift equipment  entered  wholeheartedly  in  to  a 
li\e  game  schedule  arranged  after  school  had  started. 
i'la\ing  under  handicaps,  the  boys  tried  hard  to 
(urn  in  a  winner  but  had  to  be  satislied  with  a 
winless  season.  The  record  of  this  first  O.  M.  S. 
football  team  was: 

OMS       0 C;ilm.m         12 

OMS       0 Bradlev       1 3 

OMS     25 Milford       45 

OMS       0 Kentland    48 

OMS       6 Bradley       27 

Church  Blaisdell  '22  was  captain  and  fullback,  and 
Jim  Ml  \nult\    '22  was  the   115   lb.  quarterback. 


i**'l.f,i''.:T\Ri,  v;:-. 


...^■„?X.A.",*.^^  ~  » 


The  next  year  ushered  in  a  great  year  in  athletics, 
particularly  in  football  and  track.  The  only  game 
lost  was  to  Eureka  by  one  touchdown.  The  team's 
personnel  included  Salmon  and  Wallace  at  ends; 
Beedy  (Capt.),  Williams,  and  Waterson  at  tackles; 
Daggett  and  Smith  at  guards;  I  lutchins,  center; 
Martin,  quarterback;  Berggren  and  Stensel,  half- 
hacks;  and  Garner,  fullback. 

Salmon  and  Berggren  represented  the  cadets  at 
the  National  Interscholastic  Track  and  Field  Meet 
at  Stagg  Field  in  Chicago  in  the  Spring  of  1923. 
Salmon  was  entered  in  the  880  vd.  run  and  Berg- 
gren in  the  high  and  low  hurdles. 

The  season  of  1923  saw  the  beainnins  of  the 
Ludwick  era.  Lud  turned  out  great  teams  through- 
out his  quarter  of  a  century  of  coaching  the  Yellow- 
jackets.  After  my  return  to  Onarga  in  1930  I  had 
the  pri\ilege  of  assisting  Lud  for  many  vears  as  his 
line  coach.  I  can't  pay  him  too  high  a  tribute  both 
as  a  coach  and  as  a  gentleman.  Just  a  few  of  the 
hiuhliuhts  of  this  era  were:  the  formino  of  the  Mid- 
West  Prep  School  Conference  with  O.  M.  S.  as  a 
charter  member;  the  winning  of  the  football  trophy 
by  having  won  three  championships;  the  third  place 
basketball  won  at  the  National  Tournament  at  Alad- 
ison,  Wisconsin,  in  1926;  Bud  Leahy's  great  track 
teams  and  the  national  two-mile  relay  champions; 
Jack  Stienecker's  equally  great  track  teams;  those 
great  tackles,  Jim  Green,  the  late  Joe  Chambers, 
Jack  Casserly,  and  Harry  Krause;  our  two  repre- 
sentatives on  the  College  All  Stars,  Leon  Larson 
and  Bob  Costelo.  Space  just  does  not  pennit  men- 
tion of  the  many  other  great  athletes. 

With  the  break-up  of  the  Mid-West  Conference 
came  a  new  era,  our  becoming  members  of  the 
Illinois    nii;h    School    Association.      The    teams    of 


Cant.  Keith  Clark,  now  teaching  at  Palo  Alto,  Cali- 
Ibrnia,  were  respected  members  of  the  strong  Wau- 
seca  Conference.  Some  of  the  highlights  of  this 
period  include  the  1948  basketball  conference  co- 
champions,  a  team  that  went  to  the  sectional  in 
state  tournament  play;  one  of  the  best  track  teams 
in  the  school's  annals,  including  Lawton  Lamb  '48, 
state  mile  champion,  Krabbe,  Liska,  Eyler,  Clarke, 
.lid  others.  1948  also  produced  our  only  tennis 
contenders  in  the  state  tournament.  Bob  Avery  and 
Dick  Higgins.  who  had  the  misfortune  of  drawing 
the  Oak  Park  doubles  team  in  the  first  round,  the 
c\cntual  state  champions. 

Other  coaches  to  be  remembered  were:  JackFraser, 
"Moose"  Corgnati,  George  Zarkof,  Bart  Greenwood, 
Bob  Avery,  Julius  Corrubia,  Bill  Eskridge  with  his 
undefeated,  untied  team  which  won  the  Vermilion 
\'.,llev  Conference  championship  in  1958.  LInder 
such  men  as  Roger  Counsil.  Bob  McCoy,  and  Chuck 
Ihrke  the  newly  christened  "Spartans"  can  antic- 
ipate many  more  glorious  days. 

No  account  of  a  sports  and  recreation  program 
would  be  complete  if  we  neglected  to  pay  tribute  to 
the  un-sung  coaches  of  the  physical  fitness  and 
intramural  programs,  the  minor  sports,  and  the  rifle 
team.  Long  hours  and  much  effort  brought  the 
compensation  of  individual  progress  to  men  like 
"Pop"  Hales,  Mark  Herbst,  Bill  Simmons,  Jim 
Hobbs,  Gordon  Fisher,  Don  Habcrkorn,  Bill  Wy- 
man,  and  Bill  Coultei  -  to  mention  only  a  few.  But 
the  grand-daddy  of  them  all  was  the  unforoettable 
Jack  Stienecker,  a  tireless  worker  in  correcti\-e.  com- 
petitixe  and  developmental  activities. 

(Note:  this  chapter  was  originally  intended  to 
include  the  Military  program.  The  writer  reorets 
his  inadequacy  to  deal  with  this  important  phase  of 
school  lilc  in  a  satisfactorv  manner.^ 


WHAT  THE  ONARGRADS  ARE  DOING 

B}'  Jack  Stiettecker 


It  would  indeed  be  interesting  and  illuminat- 
ing if  we  could  list  here  all  those  of  our  O.  M.  S. 
alumni  who  have  risen  to  rather  eminent  positions 
in  \arious  fields  we  list  on  these  pages.  It  is  really 
t(Mi  bad  that  all  ynduates  and  others  don't  make  it  a 
lK)int  t(i  keep  in  touch  with  either  the  school  itself 
<ir  tlu'  AKinini  Association. 

We  have  yet  to  meet  any  of  the  alumni  who  are 
not  happv  to  recei\e  word  of  any  of  their  class- 
mates, as  vvell  as  others  who  attended  ().  M.  S. 
durint;  their  years  of  residence. 

1  here  is  no  doubt  that  the  space  app)rlioned  for 
this  section  would  be  too  small  for  a  complete  list, 
as  it  is  even  now  with  this  sampling;  of  successful 
graduates  within  the  various  fields  of  endeavor.  It 
lilies  howc\er  '4i\e  us  a  fair  idea  how  \aried  arc  the 
fields  of  interest  of  our  young  alumni  and  of  their 
successful  advancement. 


}  ihicution 

Burrus  '34 

Torchiana  '41 

Grayson  '20's 

Zahner  '49 

Templeton  '49 
Army 

Gregory  '28 

Bowman  '42 

J.  Murphy  '40 

Viterna  '42 

Hutchins  '25 
Commercial 

Griffith  '26 

Stupka  '30's 

Hayn  '26 
Dt'iifistrv 

Mikuia  '31 

I  lannon  '29 

B.Kline  '47 

W.  Akerly  '49 
Aircraft  Miisile 

Stienecker  '35 

Robt.  Schnidt  '46 
Veterinarians 

Yabsley  '36 
Na\'y 

Bergncr  '35 

Marker  '35 

Robt.  Smith  '45 

W.  Hess 
Construction 

Bergren  '23 

Bissingcr  '32 

Boles  '46 
Moehling  '52 


Research 

Chatfield   '26 
Schreiter  '28 

D.  Richardson 
Frazier  '43 

Automotive 

Brewer  '39 

Krabbc  '48 
OptoDietry 

Abbott  '26 
Publicitors 

C.  D.  Pendergast  '32 
Air  Force 

Nate  Hayes  '35 

E.  Price  '37 
1).  Smith  '48 
Poor  '50 

Medicine 

McKay  '28 

I  liatt  ''39 

Diniond 

Geo.  CJannon  '52 
^seu'spaper 

Sachs  '41 

G.  Bittinger  '42 

Wiley  '52 

Greenhill  '49 
ResliiuniJileurs 

Del  Johnson  '33 

J.  Dinou  '40 
Traffic  Miiuagement 

John  Akerly 
Physical  Ediication 

Gamer  '25 

I  undberg  '35 

C;.  Burkhardt  '40 


Civil   Engineering 
T.   \'our\oulias  '47 
Bill  Dinkmeyer  '48 
/\l/i/e(ic  Coaching 
Krause  '33 
Avery  '48 
Wm.  Burkhardt  '40 
Engineering 
I  lumer  '43 
Ch,  I  loltzman  '43 
Fortin  '48 
York  '54 
hisurance 

G.  Carlson  '29 
Castelo  '35 
Bestow  '40 
liitertaining  &  Radio 
Villani  '46 
Chas.  Hedges  '49 
Leon  Larson  '34 
Robt.  Murphv  '43 
Gay  '31 
Ba)iki)lg 
Egley  '26 
L.  Reed  '22 
Law 

M.  Horwitz  '39 
H.  Kitsos  '46 
N.  Kitsos  '48 
Morticians 
V.  Stensel  '29 
L.  Stensel  '29 
1  lanson  '30's 
Management 

Ted  Schmidt  '44 
Dar.  Davis  '44 
Kinlock  '30 
National  Government 
Lorentzen  '43 
Robt.  Schmidt  '46 


Advertising 

Mc.Annultv  '22 

Zatloukal  "46 
BiiiUitig 

Salmen  '28 

D.  Newberg  '46 

Travis  '39  ' 
S(i/f,s  Management 

Ingham   '29 

Stan  Smith  '28 

R.  Richards  '40 
Chiropractors 

Carl  Bury  '36 
Agriculture 

Dorse\'  '27 

lkins'33 

Hurley  '40 

Cast  '44 
Recreation 

Dandelles  '41 

I  lomel  '40 

Ch.  Berry  '52 
Merchandising 

S.  Breyer  '28 

Hammer  '39 

Art  Wolfe  '45 

Bob  Feuer  '5 1 
Public  Accoi()i(i»g 

Wm.  French  '39 

Fd.  Miiriihv  '44 

J.  Kasc  '48' 
Nurserymen 

R.  Stern  '55 

Cailey  '30 

Swearingen  '36 
Manufacturing  Sale  Rep. 

Bean  '27 

Bolt  '27 
W'ar  Department 

Wilson  Reed  '36 


THE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

Br  RiU  Sdmen  '26 


There  lia\  c  been  many  attempts  to  form  and  keep 
an  acti\e  alumni  association  ol^  the  Onarga  Mihtary 
School,  but  it  wasn't  until  1947  when  fourteen 
alumni  met  in  the  ofFice  of  Major  J.  A.  Stienecker 
that  the  nucleus  of  a  now  active  alumni  association 
was  formed.  In  March  of  1948  letters  were  mailed 
to  300  known  alunmi,  announcing  the  contem- 
plated organization.  Shortly  thereafter  a  meeting 
was  held  in  the  La  Salle  Hotel  in  Chicago  and  60 
former  students  met  with  Col.  Bittinger  and  Col. 
Ludwick  when  by-laws  and  other  business  was  dis- 
cussed and  the  following  first  officers  of  the  alumni 
association  were  elected.  William  Salmen  '28, 
President;  Don  Garner  '26,  Vice  President;  Ken 
Ingham  '29,  Treasurer;  and  Charles  White  '41, 
Secretary. 

The  first  Homecoming  under  the  direction  of 
these  officers  was  held  at  the  school  in  October 
1948.  Fifty  alumni  attended.  This  was  a  stag 
aftair  as  were  the  two  succeeding  annual  meetings. 
Tlie  third  year,  when  Dinou  '40  brought  his  wife 
along,  it  was  decided  to  promote  the  idea  of  having 
our  wives  and  sweethearts  enjoy  our  Homecoming 
festi\ities  with  us.  Many  of  the  wives  had  never 
visited  O.M.S.  and  by  inviting  them  we  felt  they 
would  really  learn  to  understand  what  O.M.S.  has 
meant  to  us. 

The  Ladies  Auxiliary  of  the  Onarga  Military 
School  Alumni  Association  was  fonned  a  few  years 
later  and  they  now  meet  once  a  year  at  Home- 
coming One  of  the  several  responsibilities  they 
have  enjoyed  accepting  is  serving  luncheon  on  the 
Saturday  of  Homecoming  and  a  brunch  on  Sunday. 


rbe  success  of  our  Homecoming  meetings  is  largely 
due  to  these  ladies. 

Among  the  accomplishments  of  the  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation we  cite  the  erection  of  a  sign  at  either  end 
of  the  town  of  Onarga  advertising  the  school;  the 
Ludwick  Memorial  Bench,  dedicated  to  the  late 
Col.  Claude  H.  Ludwick;  portraits  of  Major  J.  A. 
Stienecker,  Major  E.  L.  Davis  and  Lt.  Col.  Todd 
M.  Frazier;  the  bulletin  board  on  which  pictures 
of  some  of  the  classes  have  been  mounted;  and  the 
most  recent  project,  the  Onarga  Military  School 
1  rust  Fund.  This  fund  is  governed  by  a  Board 
of  Trustees  of  five  members,  four  of  whom  are 
alumni  of  the  school.  The  purpose  of  the  Fund 
is  to  accept  gifts,  donations  and  contributions  for 
the  purposes  for  which  they  are  given. 

Three  members  of  the  Alumni  Association  are 
now  ser\ing  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Onarga 
Military  School.  They  are  John  Egley  '26;  Clement 
Ikins  3i  and  Kenneth  E.  Ingham  '29.  As  vacancies 
occur  on  the  Board  we  anticipate  and  hope  they 
will  be  filled  by  other  alumni. 

The  Alumni  Association  is  incorporated  and  the 
charter  has  been  filed  with  the  State  of  Illinois. 
Through  payment  of  dues,  profits  made  at  Home- 
comino  and  much  hard  work  and  good  manaoe- 
ment,  this  organization  is  solvent.  We  now  have 
an  active  list  of  600  alumni.  We  do  not  hear  from 
;ill  600,  but  those  we  do  hear  from  make  all  our 
efforts  worthwhile. 

Present  officers  of  the  Alumni  Association  are. 
Dr  F.  G.  Yabsley  '36,  President;  M.  P.  Richards 
'40,  Vice  President;  Edward  T.  Murphy  '44,  Treas- 
urer; and  William  Salmen  '28,  Secretary. 


A  LETTER  PROM  COL.  BITTLNGER 


May  12,  1963 
DiMi-  I  city, 

I  siirclv  thou;4lu  tli^it  before  this  time  I  would 
t;el  off  an  answer  to  your  letter  of  two  months  ago. 
This  is  Sunday  afternoon  and  a  ocmd  time  to  WTite. 
1  think  that  to  o-ive  you  the  inri)rm;uinn  that  you 
desire,  it  would  be  better  tn  ]iut  it  in  the  form  of 
a  letter  and  let  vou  do  with  it  .is  vou  wish. 

Col.  Bittinoer  and  Major  and  I  had  spoken  of 
ooino  into  school  work  together,  preferably  a  mili- 
tary school.  Toward  the  end  of  the  war  we  began 
to  plan  seriously  of  carrying  out  our  plans.  We  had 
in  mind  a  tiiililary  school.  Col.  had  heard  of  Grand 
Prairie  Seminary,  and  thought  that  possibly  there 
might  be  an  opening  there,  for  at  ih.it  lime  there 
were  only  some  thirteen  students  enrolled.  It  was 
coeducational.  Col.  vyas  then  on  the  faculty  of 
Kemper  Military  School  in  Boonyille,  Missouri. 
One  weekend  he  made  a  trij)  to  Onarga  and  met 
\\  ith  the  Board  of  Trustees.  I  le  Hked  the  mem- 
bers and  they  in  turn  hked  him.  I  he  upshot  of  the 
matter  was  tliat  he  made  an  agreement  to  take  oyer 
the  school. 

Major  was  then  in  France  witli  tlie  armed  forces 
and  1  was  registrar  of  the  llniyersity  of  North 
Dakota.  So  it  was  that  the  three  of  us  came  to- 
gether in  Onarga  during  the  summer  of  1919. 

The  first  thing  we  had  to  do  was  to  secure  neces- 
sary equipment  for  a  military  school  and  start  work 
on  our  enrollment  for  the  first  year.  We  were 
fortimate  enough  to  secure  an  enrollment  of  twenty 
two  boys.  The  second  year  we  opened  with  fifty 
two.    From  then  on  there  was  a  gradual  increase. 

Tlie  original  Seminary  building,  a  white  frame 
structure,  stood  where   the  present  scluxil   building 


now  stands.  After  two  years  it  was  destroyed  by 
fir---  and  replaced  by  the  present  brick  structure. 
The  enrollment  had  increased  so  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  add  to  the  dormitory  and  gjninasium  and 
construct  the  auditorium. 

Tlie  names  —  Dayis,  Frazier,  Greer,  and  Stien- 
ecker  haye  long  been  familiar  ones  in  Onarua  Mili- 
tary  history,  as  haxe  the  names  of  other,  staff  mem- 
bers. Neither  can  we  forget  Claude  Ludw  ick  and 
his  football  and  basketball  teams  and  Bud  Leahy 
and  his  track  teams.  We  won  our  share  of  games 
during  those  days,  due  more,  probably,  to  the  loye 
of  the  team  for  their  Alma  Mater.  Loye  of  school 
was  always  first  and  foremost  in  the  planning  of 
the  administration  and  the  inplanting  of  these  ideals 
in  the  thinking  of  the  boys  and  young  men  who 
cam;.'  to  us  for  an  education.  In  this  we  followed 
closely  tlv.'  ideals  of  Grand  Prairie  Seminar\-.  It  was 
alwa\s  a  source  of  deep  satisfaction  to  us  to  see 
the  loyalty  which  the  young  men,  former  cadets, 
re\ealcd  as  they  returned  from  time  to  time  to  the 
campus.  We  did  not  e.xpect  perfection,  but  oyer 
the  years  we  sa\y  many  heart-wanning  clianges. 

1863  -  1963 
1  li.it    TiK-ans  one   luuujreil   years.      Not   many  of 
us  live  to  see  a  century  pass  by  in  its  entireU'.     But 
man\'  ha\e  seen  a  large  part  of  diese  hundred  years 
p.iss.     I  I  i\v  quickly  they  haye  gone  by. 

Mrs.    Bittinger   .ind    1    send   cordial   greetings   to 

you  all. 

For  Yesterday  is  but  a  Dream. 

And  1  o- Morrow  is  only  a  X'ision: 

But  1  o-Day,  well  liyed. 

Makes  ever\-  Yesiiid.iy 

A  dream  ol  I  l.ippiness, 

And  eyery   1  oMorrow  a  Vision  of  Hope. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  MILITARY  DEPARTMENT  AT  O.M.S. 

J.  A.  Sticnccker 


Wlu'ii  the  Onarua  Military  School  opened  for  its 
first  year,  the  niilitan,^  section  oF  the  school  must 
have  been  \ery  limited  indeed.  With  only  18  boys 
to  open  the  first  session  even  Major  Bittinger,  cer- 
tainly, never  needed  to  raise  his  voice  much  to 
carry  over  his  "battalion'". 

This  group  v\ould  draw  more  than  laughs  from 
the  last  few  years'  battle  groups.  Their  rifles  were 
WWI  original  training  rifles,  turned  out  on  wood 
lathes  in  large  numbers  quickly,  to  give  our  budding 
army  a  taste  of  drill  until  the  real  thing  came  along. 
Thev  vvere  nothing  but  wood.  These  became  avail- 
able to  about  any  civilian  drill  group  after  the  war's 
end. 

Soon  these  were  replaced  bv  "rifles"  with  mock 
metal  barrels,  mock  metal  bolt,  magazine  and  trigger 
actions.  At  least  thev  looked  like  the  real  thing 
and  were  hea\v  enough  to  approximate  a  military 
piece. 

With  these  early  makeshift  weapons  went  a 
temporary  uniform  fashioned  after  the  army's  khaki. 
Thev  fit  but  left  a  lot  to  be  desired  as  to  snappiness. 
They  were  topped  by  the  old  campaign  hat  and  the 
leos  from  knee  to  ankle  were  wrapped  in  the  spiral 


puttees.  Wrapped  too  loose  they  slipped,  wrapped 
DO  ti'_;ht  they  "killed"  one's  legs  by  slowing  circu- 
lation. 

i\e.\t  came  the  West  Point  tvpe  of  gre\s  for  dress, 
usid  for  all  special  occasions  and  Sundays,  also 
always  worn  on  any  "leaves".  Dress  cap  went  with 
this  as  did  a  white  cross  belt  for  formal  wear. 

Then  came  the  year  of  our  first  Inspection  hy  the 
Illinois  National  Guard  Adjutant  General,  Frank 
1  avlor.  This  was  passed  with  flying  colors.  I 
remember  well  the  general's  remark  after  he  com- 
pleted the  dorm  inspection.  "I  don't  have  to  see 
anything  else".  However  he  did  follow  the  schedule 
through  all  the  buildings,  the  drill,  and  finally 
reviewed  the  formal  parade.  The  general's  approval 
to  create  a  Post  of  the  Illinois  National  Guard  was 
an  assured  matter. 

The  year  before  the  above  happened.  Captain 
Stienecker  readied  the  Battalion  for  its  first  fonnal 
parade.  None  who  participated  in  this  will  ever 
forget,  I'm  sure.  Major  Bittinger  acted  as  Battalion 
Commander,  with  Captain  Ludwick  as  adjutant, 
and  Col.  J.  E.  Bittinger  took  the  review.  It  went 
off  real  well  too,  but  was  the  last  on  this  makeshift 


lKi>.i,s.  1  he  cjdcts  learned  List  and  Sunday  parades 
eame  into  regular  being.  By  the  next  year  the 
cadets  put  on  tlie  Sundav  Parade  in  apple  pie  order 
with  not  a  Faculty  ot'licer  in  attendance.  These 
were  welcoming  Captain  Leahv  and  his  new  bride. 

\\'ith  1928  came  the  initial  "Farewell  Parade"  at 
Commencement  time.  This  first  farewell  parade 
will  be  pictured  in  the  historical  display  in  the  old 
i^vm.  With  a  few  additions,  the  colorful  event  is 
much  the  same. 

1  hese  were  the  days  of  "squad  east  and  west", 
when  close  order  drill  couUl  put  on  a  rather  spectac- 
ular show  by  using  nothing  but  regular  army  manual 
ind  foot  moxcments.  Many  of  these  mo\ements 
are  now  used  in  the  cadet  Crack  Company  drill, 
.'Ithoujh  onlv  the  front  rank  of  a  squad  can  be 
utilized.  Perlormini;  the  right  shoulikr  arms  in  the 
m.irch  allows  lor  more  diversity  in  movements  from 
the  halt.  The  "wheel"  dating  far  back  in  military 
drill  is  also  a  part  of  the  Crack  Company's  move- 
ments, plus  special  manuals  of  arms  and  usually 
ending  with  the  O.M.S.  version  of  the  old  Queen's 
Salute.  This  Company  has  paraded  ami  tirilled  in 
manv  cities  and  towns  throughout  eastern  Illinois. 

Also  at  about  this  time  the  rifle  range  was  begun. 
When  centralized  heating  was  put  into  the  main 
campus  building  the  furnace  r(X)m  in  the  old  audi- 
tiirium  became  available.  This  made  a  good  rifle 
room,  but  the  firing  range  ran  under  the  old  build- 
ing where  there  was  about   three   feet  of  crax\ling 


space.  It  sufficed.  1  he  tirst  ye.ir  only  standing 
with  rest  vvjs  fired,  as  firing  over  a  trench  parapet. 
Then  with  ihc  help  of  the  American  Legion,  a  raised 
platform  ga' e  us  the  possibility  of  firing  all  posi- 
tions. 

Privately  or  school  owned  rifles  were  used  until 
we  joined  the  National  Rifle  Assixriation  and  were 
able  to  draw  our  quota.  Intramural  competition 
continued  dirough  the  30"s  when  several  individuals 
were  allowed  to  go  to  Chicago  to  fire  in  a  senior 
match  at  the  Chicago  University.  Naturally  alx)ut 
all  tlicv  got  was  experience.  But  froin  then  on  the 
cadets  entered  more  and  more  of  the  N.R.A.  com- 
petitions and  with  1940,  matches  with  other  schools 
were  begun.  By  fortv-three  the  teims  began  to  show 
real  strength.  Durio'.;  the  early  years  after  WW  II. 
the  team  co.iched  by  Sgt.  Artz  placetl  no  lower  than 
second  in  the  F-ilth  Army  and  N.R.A.  Sectional 
matches,  winning  the  National  Sectional  in  1949. 
In  the  National  annual  matches  tlie  teams  placed  as 
hiyh  as  13th,  16th  and  26th,  among  the  more  than 
2500  teams  firin^^.  Several  individual  champion- 
ships have  been  won  during  the  years.  W  ell  into 
the  Fifties,  the  win  lost  column  showed  heavily  in 
the  win  columns.  1  hcse  matches  always  included 
several  college  teams  as  well  as  other  military  schools 
and  high  schools  tliroughout  the  United  Slates.  The 
record  has  been  gtKxl. 

.Also  with  the  thirties,  government  aid  was  se- 
cured.    This  meant  army  rifles,  (WWI  Enfields), 


with  instruction  in  firing,  etc.,  as  well.  All  cndets 
were  from  then  on  required  to  fire  regularly  on  the 
range.  Soon  a  range  for  the  .30  caliber  rifles  was 
built  about  a  mile  south  of  Onarga.  After  a  few 
vears  it  was  judged  unsafe.  Arrangements  were 
then  made  with  the  National  Guard  for  use  of  their 
range  at  Danville,  which  was  used  until  closed.  The 
last  group  to  use  the  Dan\ille  Range  was  a  small 
detail  by  special  permission  in  1942. 

All  through  the  thirties  drill  was  enhanced  by 
other  than  close  order  work.  Other  subjects  as  map- 
ping and  extended  order,  first  aid,  etc.,  were  added 
to  a  greater  or  lesser  degree.  The  first  tentative  new 
close  order  drills  were  tried  until  the  present  finally 
evolved.  The  P.M.S.&T.,  as  then  called,  from  the 
University  of  Illinois  Army  Instructor  group  checked, 
schooled  and  lectured  once  a  week. 

It  was  during  these  changing  30's  that  the  Com- 
mandant Major  Bittinger  came  up  with  the  new 
dress  blouse.  This  blue  coat  is  still  in  use.  Differ- 
ent types  of  fatigue  were  tried  until  in  the  forties 
the  present  summer  light  weight  grey  was  adopted. 
The  battle  jacket  was  added  during  the  WW  II  war 
vears,  as  well  as  the  present  raincoat.  Earlier,  with 
the  disappearance  of  the  campaign  hat,  the  "overseas" 
cap  made  its  appearance. 

Shoulder  patches  of  OMS  were  added  and  as 
the  55c  unit  came  into  being  their  patch  was  also 
worn.  That  is  the  uniform  today,  except  that  the 
national  organization  shoulder  patch  has  been 
changed  to  that  of  the  NDCC. 

As  trouble  in  Europe  exploded  and  war  rumors 
spread,  more  work  to  assist  cadets  in  entering  service 
was  the  rule  and  in  1944  the  preliminary  inspec- 
tion from  Fifth  Army  took  place.  The  cadets  made 
a  very  creditable  showing  and  the  U.S.  Department 
of  War  allowed  the  forming  of  a  55c  ROTC  unit. 

With  the  new  set-up,  new  army  rifles  were  rc- 


cei\cd,  and  other  materials  as  maps  and  supplies, 
manuals  for  all  phases  of  military  science  were 
issued  and  so  a  comprehensive  course  was  soon  in 
progress.  OMS  was  ideally  situated,  and  with  coop- 
eration of  the  people,  active  field  maneuvers,  road 
marches,  and  problems  became  the  order  during 
a-.ailable  time  on  week-ends.  Night  problems  also 
were  engaged  in,  especially  in  scouting  and  direction 


lincliiii^.  etc.  Most  of  these,  with  u;ir's  cessation 
and  also  as  the  i^rounds  hecaine  unavailable  were 
gradually  dropjx^d. 

An  interesting  note  is  that  during  1944  a  group 
ot  20  or  ni(>re  Onarga  I  ligh  Sch(K)l  bovs  asked  if 
tluv  could  obtain  military  instruction.  This  was 
gr.intcd  and  cadet  ollicers  were  assigned  to  instruct 
them.  Naturally  not  too  much  could  be  done.  How- 
ever, they  learned  commands,  close  order  drill,  and 
instruction  in  firing  the  army  rifle,  plus  actual  firing 
on  our  indoor  range.  By  spring  they  participated  in 
our  Sundav  parades  under  their  own  commanders. 

It  was  also  during  the  40's  that  the  inter  company 
drills  were  organized  and  became  one  of  the  Corps 
highlights  matching  the  G.I.  inspections. 

Our  rather  close  association  with  the  R.O.T.C. 
group  instructors  at  the  University  of  Illinois  and 
their  fine  cooperation  in  anything  we  asked  must 
he  mentioned.     Exen  to  this  day  officers  from  this 


group  judge  the  inter-company  drill  competitions. 
It  was  also  due  to  the  Illinois  unit  that  our  rifle 
teams  became  well  seasoned  for  our  N.R.A.  and 
Fifth  /\rmy  siioulder  to  shoulder  matches,  by  mak- 
ing it  possible  to  fire  against  their  teams  under  very 
strange  conditions  for  us,  indeed,  and  too,  firing 
agains'  stiff  compcrition. 

The  OMS  military  section  thus  has  spanned  the 
stvle  and  type  of  procedures  of  WW  1,  II  and  the 
Korean  action  until  the  cadets  active  here  during 
the  first  half  of  its  being  would  be  at  a  loss  on  many 
milters.  Close  order  drill  has  changed,  tactics  have 
changed  as  also  those  most  common  to  all  -  drill  com- 
mands. Even  organi/.ition  n.iming  has  seen  manv 
changes.  So  a  second  generation  cadet  and  his  Dad 
could  ha\e  a  rough  time  meeting  on  a  common 
ground. 

In  the  early  5()'s  the  5Sc  units  became  eligible 
lor  honor  rating  by  the  IX'p.irtment  of  Delense. 
I  he  Corps  has  been  a  consistent  recipient  of  the 
gold  star,  signifying  the  yearly  honor. 

Similarly  at  this  time,  the  Department  of  De- 
lensc  changed  the  name  of  all  55c  units  to  the 
National  Delensc  Cadet  Corps.  \\  itii  the  new 
name,  more  and  different  equipment  and  arms  were 
made  available  by  the  government  so  that  the  NDCC 
organizations  are  virtually  the  same  as  the  Junior 
ROTC. 

But  through  it  all  the  coqis  keeps  pace,  changing 
\ct  remaining  the  same,  all  cadets  of  a  good  and 
proud  junior  military  organization. 


PLANS  FOR  THE  FUTURE 

By  Colonel  L.  E.  Adams 


In  the  Sprino  of  1863  the  Reverend  P.  T. 
Rhodes,  presiding  elder  of  the  Middleport  District 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Qiurch,  asked  each  of 
his  quarterly  conferences  to  determine  the  demand 
for  a  high  grade  seminary  to  be  established  in 
Iroquois  County.  The  Grand  Prairie  Seminary  and 
Commercial  College  was  founded  in  Onarga  in  the 
Fall  of  1863.  The  Onarga  Military  School  became 
its  successor  in  the  Fall  of  1918. 

There  is  just  as  great  a  need  for  the  Onarga 
Military  School  today  as  there  was  for  the  Grand 
Prairie  Seminary  and  Commercial  College  in  1863. 
In  1863  Illinois  was  a  growing  prairie  state  with 
few  good  schools.  Today  many  of  the  public  and 
parochial  schools  of  Illinois  and  other  states  are 
overcrowded.  Many  of  the  schools  have  been  double- 
shifted  for  years  and  some  are  triple-shifted.  This 
means  that  students  are  able  to  attend  school  only 
half  days  and  one-third  days.  Many  students  are 
falling  behind  at  a  rapid  rate  which  results  in  the 
ever  increasing  number  of  high  school  drop  outs. 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Health,  Education  and 
Welfare  puts  the  total  of  all  non-public  elementary 
and  secondary  schools  at  more  than  17,000,  mostly 
church-sponsored,  up  from  about  14,000  a  decade 
ago.  In  the  school  year  now  getting  under  way  some 
6.9  million  youngsters,  or  14.3  per  cent  of  the  48.1 
million  studwnts  below  college  level,  will  be  attend- 
ing private  institutions,  such  as  OMS:  this  is  up 
from  4.3  million,  or  12.9  per  cent  of  the  total  10 
years  ago. 

The  growing  interest  in  the  independent  schools 
arises  from  the  concern  of  parents  about  the  quality 
of  their  children's  education,  coupled  with  a  lack 
of  substantial  additional  capacity  in  existing  inde- 
pendent schools.  There  is  much  concern  that  public 
schools,  because  of  big  classes  or  a  tendency  to  let 
slower  students  set  the  learning  pace,  won't  prepare 
students  adequately  to  meet  rigorous  college  entrance 
requirements.  The  teacher-pupil  ratio  of  the  Onarga 
Military  School  is  about  1   to  8.     This  ration  for  all 


public  and  parochial  schools  across  the  nation  is   1 
to  33. 

This  is  only  the  beginning  for  our  schools  are 
bursting  at  the  seams.  It  will  not  be  long  until  the 
teacher-pupil  ratio  in  many  of  our  public  and  paro- 
chial schools  will  be  1  to  40.  The  oxer-crowded 
conditions  which  e.xist  in  so  many  of  our  schools, 
both  public  and  parochial,  has  greatly  accelerated 
the  trend  toward  the  military  board  school  in  the 
Midwest.  This  trend  should  enable  the  Onaroa 
Militar\'  School  to  be  more  selective  in  filling  the 
School  to  its  present  capacity. 

There  is  an  obligation  of  citizenship  placed  upon 
each  young  man  in  our  nation  to  serve  a  minimum 
of  6  years  in  the  anned  forces.  We  are  prepared 
to  offer  a  militari,-  training  program  appro\-ed  by  the 
Department  of  the  Army  which  will  prepare  our 
cadets  to  fulfill  this  military  obligation  wath  honor 
and  distinction.  Our  military  training  program  will 
gi\e  a  boy  an  adjustinent  to  group  living,  to  being 
av\ay  from  home  and  to  live  with  other  single  men 
and  to  ha\e  men  for  instructors.  The  program  will 
also  prepare  him  for  basic  training  since  it  covers 
essentially  the  same  elements  co\ered  in  the  school 
of  the  soldier. 

At  OMS  we  devote  nine  hours  a  day  to  the  aca- 
demic program,  two  hours  to  a  physical  fitness  pro- 
gram and  only  three  forty-minute  periods  plus  two 
hours  on  Saturday  to  the  military  training  program. 

We  are  geared  throughout  the  School  to  a  max- 
imum enrollment  of  125  cadets.  We  do  not  have 
dormitory  space  or  classrooms  for  more  boys.  We 
are  entering  our  one  hundredth  year  \xith  a  fine 
group  of  vouno  men,  whom  we  firmly  believe  came 
to  OMS  fully  prepared  to  make  an  honest  effort  to 
adxancc  themsehcs  along  all  lines:  academic,  phys- 
ical, spiritual  and  moral.  For  tlie  immediate  future 
we  shall  continue  to  be  a  small  military  boarding 
school  \xith  an  excellent  reputation  for  training 
young  men  for  what  w'c  know^  lies  in  store  for  them 
in  their  young  adult  lives.  The  founding  fathers  of 
the  CIrand  Prairie  Seminary  and  Commercial  Col- 
lege have  left  us  a  rich  heritaoe. 


THE  GRAND  PRAIRIE  SEMINARY  BOARD 
LOOKS  TO  THE  FUTURE 

iJi  A/.in  1,1  M.  Craig,  for  the  CPS  Board 


"Not  heaven  itself  upon  the  past  has  power; 
By  what  has  been,   has  been,   and  I   have 
had  my  hour". —John  Dryden. 

The  poet  Dryden  put  it  well.  "What  has  been, 
has  Ix-en."  There  is  no  way  of  changing  the  past. 
Its  memories  are  varied  with  persons  and  circum- 
stances involved. 

We  recall  this  line  from  a  typing  exercise  we  did 
in  sc1kx)1  long  \'ears  ago.  "I  ha\e  no  wav  of  judging 
of  the  future  but  by  the  past". 

Often  that  is  the  case.  We  recall  the  past  to  use 
as  a  rule  and  guide  for  future  conduct. 

The  past  is  not  always  the  best  approach  for 
considering  the  future  in  education.  Education  is 
advancement  and  change.  1  here  would  be  no 
I  h.inge  if  we  adhered  closelv  to  the  patterns  of  the 


past.      I  he  fundamentals  mav  be  good.     The  prac- 
tices must  be  adopted  to  present  needs. 

The  Grand  Prairie  Seminary  Board,  the  corporate 
name  under  which  Onarga  Militar\-  School  is  opcr- 
.ited.  is  aware  ol  the  rapid  changes  in  education 
ttKlay.  It  is  the  ilesire  of  the  Board  to  staff  the 
school  with  men  who  will  keep  the  OMS  educa- 
tional program  abreast  of  the  changing  world. 

Tliere  was  a  time  when  the  Board  leased  the 
scIukjI  properties  to  an  administrator.  It  was  his 
duty  to  operate  school  without  cost  to  the  Board  for 
meals,  lodging,  instruction  and  class  room  supplies. 
1  he  Board  has  adopted  a  policy  of  closer  super- 
\  ision.  There  are  no  leases.  All  persons  employed 
at  the  school  are  under  contract  to  the  Board. 

At  the  request  of  the  Boartl.  a  new  policy  of  select- 
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ino  students  has  been  put  into  effect.  New  stand- 
ards, and  higher  ones,  were  adopted  this  year  for 
the  admission  of  apphcants.  Tlie  Board  wants  boys 
in  the  school  who  have  both  the  wilhngness  and 
the  abihty  to  study.  Schools  today  have  no  place 
for  the  boy  who  either  can't  or  won't  learn. 

The  Board  is  interested  not  only  in  raising  the 
mental  qualitv'  of  its  students,  it  seeks,  as  always, 
to  find  boys  who  are  of  good  moral  character.  This 
summer  all  new  applicants  were  visited  by  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  school  in  their  homes.  The  Board 
wanted  to  know  about  their  family  and  home  sur- 
roundings. There  are  all  kinds  of  boys  at  all  levels 
of  societ\-.  Their  actions  at  home  usually  tell 
whether  he  is  the  kind  of  person  wanted  at  Onarga 
Military  School. 

The  Board  has  adopted  a  pilicv  of  seeking  young 
men  to  fill  vacancies  on  the  facultv  as  they  occur. 
Some  of  the  men,  and  this  is  one  of  the  things  that 
the  Board  is  \ery  proud  to  sav,  ha\e  served  the  school 
forty  years  and  more.  They  are  looking  toward 
retirement.  The  Board  wants  young  men  in  their 
place.  Thev  especially  want  young  men  who  will 
be  interested  in  making  their  career  one  of  long 
service  to  Onarga  Militar\'  School. 


The  Board  looks  forward  to  improvement  in  the 
physical  facilities  of  the  school.  Educational  trends 
mdicate  an  increasing  need  for  schools  such  as  the 
one  represented  by  GPS  Board.  The  enrollment 
could  be  increased  if  there  were  more  barracks, 
dining  space  and  classrooms  to  take  care  of  addi- 
tional cadets.  Money  for  these  things  comes  slowly. 
The  money  and  the  additions  will  come  with  the 
years. 

The  Board  is  happy  for  the  interest  in  the  school 
by  the  alumni  groups  of  both  GPS  and  OMS.  The 
latter  group  has  plans  for  a  trust  fund  to  assist 
cadets  with  their  education  if  financial  reverses 
should  come.  The  fund  will  be  ready  for  use  in 
the  near  future.  The  OMS  alumni  have  been  of 
help  in  securing  new  students.  They  encourage 
the  Board  by  seeing  a  great  future  for  the  school. 

The  GPS  Board  is  grateful  for  the  courage  of 
those  who  served  through  the  years  of  war,  depres- 
sion and  change.  "The  first  hundred  years  are 
the  hardest",  it  has  often  been  said.  The  present 
members  face  another  century  with  the  challenge 
of  abundant  opportunities  in  an  ever  changing  world. 
They  pledge  now,  and  call  upon  those  who  will 
follow  after  them,  to  carr%^  on  the  always  unfinished 
task  —  that  of  educating  the  young  people. 


ONARGA  MILITARY  SCHOOL  TRUST  FUND 

By  Ketnieth  higham,  OMS  '28 


It  has  become  apparent  o\'er  the  years  to  the 
members  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  Onarga  Mil- 
itary School,  as  well  as  the  members  of  the  Board 
and  administrative  personnel  of  Onarga  Military 
School,  that  there  was  a  great  need  for  the  creation 
of  an  agency  designed  for  receiving  and  administer- 
ing gifts  of  money  and  other  property  which  would 
be  used  as  a  fund  for  the  ad\ancement  of  the  high 
ideals  of  Onarga  Military  School  for  such  purposes 
as  scholarships,  financial  assistance  to  a  needy  cadet, 
school  improvements,  etc. 

Your  Alumni  Association,  after  several  years  of 
consideration  and  investigation  into  the  matter,  is 
now  pleased  to  announce  the  establishment  of  the 
Onarga  Militan,'  School  Trust  Fund,  whereby  the 
highest  ideals  of  the  School,  Alumni  and  Friends 
can  be  effected  in  a  concrete  manner. 

This  trust  fund  is  chartered  by  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois and  copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Trust,  which 
clearly  outlines  the  purpose  and  structure,  are  avail- 
able. 

Those  alumni  of  Grand  Prairie  Seminary  and 
Onarga  Military  School,  as  well  as  friends,  who 
wish  to  be  among  the  Charter  Donors  are  urged  to 
send  their  contributions  to  the  account  established 
in  the  Onarga  State  Bank,  Onarga,  Illinois. 


Your  contributions  can  be  mailed  or  left  in  person 
at  the  bank.  If  you  send  your  contribution  by  mail, 
just  address  it  to  Onarga  Military  School  Trust 
Fund.  Onarga  State  Bank,  Onarga,  Illinois,  60955. 
If  you  make  the  contribution  in  person,  just  tell  the 
bank  clerk  the  account  you  want  credited. 

Mr.  John  H.  Egleyy,  President  of  the  bank  and 
an  iilumnus  of  Onarga  Military  School,  will  be  olad 
til  answer  your  questions  concerning  the  fund.  He 
will  be  pleased  to  discuss  contributions  to  the  fund 
with  you  during  business  hours  at  the  bank. 

The  OMS  almuni  say,  as  you  plan  for  the  future, 
plan  also  for  the  future  of  Onarga  Military  School 
with  a  gift  to  the  Onarga  Military  School  Trust 
Fund. 


CONGRATULATORY  MESSAGES 


United  States  Senate 
Paul   II.   Douglas 
Illinois 

April  25,  1963 
Mr.  T.  \I.  Frazicr 
Centennial  Committee 

C'.rand  Prairie  Seminary  -  Onarga  Military  School 
^18  Semin.irv  A\enue 
Onarya,  Illinois 
Dear  Mr.  Frazier: 

I  want  to  send  my  conoratulations  on  occasion 
1)1'  Grand  Prairie  Seminary-Onarga  Military  School's 
HX)iii  anniversary. 

For  a  cenrurv  now  Grand  Prairie  Seminarv- 
Onarga  Military  School  has  dc\oted  itself  to  educat- 
ing youth  for  character,  responsibility,  and  service. 
It  has  made  an  incalculable  contribution  to  the  State 
,md  the  Nation.  Upon  behalf  of  both,  1  express 
ihc  deepest  of  appreciation.  Our  gratitude  for  the 
p.ist,  however,  levies  a  claim  upon  your  (uturc.  W'e 
need  and  are  counting  upon  your  continued  produc- 
tion of  those  qualities  which  alone  will  keep  our 
nation  as  great  in  the  future  as  they  have  made  it 
in  the  past. 

With  honors  for  the  century  past,  may  I  salute 
equally  the  second  one  vou  are  ushering  in. 
Faithfully  yours, 

Paul  FI.  Douglas 


United  States  Senate 
Minority  Leader 
IMrii  \KKinley  Dirksen 
Illinois 

April  30,  1963 
Colonel  Todd  M.  Frazier 
334  East  Lincoln 
Onarga.  Illinois 
Df.ir  Colonel  Frazier: 

It  would  be  such  a  delight  to  be  able  to  assure 
v"u  now  that  I  might  be  on  hand  for  the  Centennial 
of  Grand  Prairie  Seminar^'  and  Onarga  Militarv 
School  in  early  October  of  this  year  hut  frankly  my 
calendar  is  so  unpredictable  drat  it  is  imjxjssible  to 


make  such  a  determination  now.  Let  me  however 
embrace  this  opportunity  to  extend  my  greetings  and 
best  wishes  for  the  centennial  occasion. 

It  would  appear  that  the  schools  were  established 
in  1863  and  Abraham  Lincoln  was  the  President 
and  Commander-in-Chief  and  deeply  concerned 
about  the  preservation  of  the  LInion. 

Your  schot)l  has  lived  with  a  great  tradition  over  a 
hundred  vears  of  time  and  I  earnestly  hope  that  it 
ni.iv  grow  and  flourish  and  ser\e  well  that  com- 
Mumiry. 

With  e\er\-  good  wish, 

Everett  \I    Dirksen 


St.ile   of   Illinois 
Office  of  Governor 
Springfield 
Oito  Kerner,  Governor 

September  12,  1963 
As  Governor  of  Illinois,  I  would  like  to  offer  my 
congratulations   and    best    wishes    for   a    successful 
Grand  Prairie   Seminary  -  Onarga   Military  Sdiool 
Centennial. 

Our  State  is  proud  indeed  to  join  in  the  obser\'- 
ance  of    100  years  of  distinguished  service  by   diis 
institution.     May  there  be  hundreds  more. 
Sincerely, 

Otto  Kemer 
Governor 


State  of  Illinois 
Office  of  The  Lieutenant  Governor 
Springfield 
Samuel  1 1.  Sh.ipiro 
Lieutenant  Governor 

May  6,  1963 
Lieutenant  Colonel  T.  M.  Frazier 
(Onarga  Military  School 
Onarga,  Illinois 
I  X-.ir  Lieutenant  Colonel  Frazier: 

S.dutations  and  congratulations   to  Onarga   Mili- 
tary School  .md  its  corporate  alter  ego,  Grand  Prairie 


Seminar\-  and  Commercial  College  on  a  century  of 
proorcssi\e  education. 

Although  Onarga  Military  School  is  a  pri\'ate  pre- 
paratory school,  small  by  comparison  to  most  schools 
tor  boys  being  educated  for  college,  the  quality  of 
its  work  has  attracted  splendid  young  men  from 
many  states,  e\en  from  Africa  and  Canada. 

The  emphasis  on  spiritual,  as  well  as  academic 
and  military  training,  is  developing  a  t^-pe  of  man- 
hood which  our  country  needs  today,  and  always 
will  need. 

Best  wishes  for  a  successful  centennial  event, 
and  for  continued  progress  in  your  second  hundred 
\ears. 

Sincerely, 

Samuel  H.  Shapiro 
Lieutenant  Governor 
State  of  Illinois 

State  of  Illinois 

Office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 

302  State  Office  Building 

Springfield 

Rav   Page 

Superintendent 

April  17,  1963 
Lt.  Col.  T.  M.  Frazier 
3 1 8  East  Seminary  A\"enue 
Onarga,  Illinois 
Dear  Col.  Frazier: 

I   ha\e   known   of   the   Grand   Prairie   Seminarv- 


Onarga  Military  School  for  many  years.  It  enjoys 
an  outstanding  reputation  as  a  preparatory  school 
with  historj'  and  tradititon. 

( )n  the  occasion  of  its  Centennial,  I  am  pleased 
to  join  thousands  of  Illinois  citizens  in  extending 
niv  sincere  congratulations  and  best  wishes  to  you 
and  the  school  for  the  years  ahead. 

It  is  mv  wish  that  the  future  years  shall  be  equally 
as  productive  in  educational  advancement  as  the  past 
century  has  been. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Ray  Page 
Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction 

State  of  Illinois 

Military  and  Naval  Departinent 

Springfield 

18  April  1963 
The  Centennial  Committee 
Grand  Prairie  Seminar)' 
Onarga  Military  School 
3 1 8  East  Seminary  Avenue 
Onarga.  Illinois 
Gentlemen: 

I  v\ould  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  extend 
my  best  wishes  for  a  successful  Centennial  Celebra- 
tion on  October  5th  and  6th,   1963. 

Since  its  founding,  Onarga  Military  School  with 
its  system  of  close  personal  supervision  and  v\'illing 
assistance   for  all   bovs,   together  with   its   modified 


iiiiliiarv  iniinino,  has  done  a  tremendous  job  in 
the  development  ot  stronu  cliaracter  and  high  scho- 
lastic ability  in  its  students. 

May  the  years  to  come  see  a  continuation  of  the 
hiyh  aims  and  principles  of  this  fine  School. 
Sincerely,  , 

Leo  M.  Boyle 
Major  General 
T  he  Adjutant  General 


P»««  j$«i* 


General  Assemblv  -  State  ol  Illinois 
Samuel  L.  Martin 
Senator  20th   District 
Watseka,   Illinois 

April    18,   1963 
i.t.  Col.  T.  M.  Frazier 
Editor  Centennial  Committee 
?.^4  East  Lincoln 
Onari^a.    Illinois 
De.ir  Col.  Frazier: 

I  h.iiik  you  for  your  invitation  to  be  present  for 
tlic  C^r.ind  Prairie  Seminary  -  Onarga  Military  School 
Centennial  program.  I  will  be  ver\'  happy  to  accept 
this  invitation. 

Sincerely, 

Samuel  L.  Martin 
State  Senator 


County  Superintendent  of  Schools 
Iroquois  County 
Walscka,   Illinois 
BrcM)ks  Court rii^ht 
Superintendent 


April 


963 


T.  M.  Frazier 
Lt.  Col.  111.  N.  G. 
Onarga,  Illinois 
Dear  Col.   Frazier: 

Congratulations  upon  reaching  the  rich,  young  age 
of  100.  We  are  proud  of  the  contribution  to  educa- 
tion made  by  the  Grand  Prairie  Seminary  -  Onarga 
Military  Schiwl  during  the  past  100  years.  Your 
institution  has  always  Ix'cn  one  of  meritorious  en- 


deavors and  high  standards.    We  hope  you  will  con- 
tinue to  operate  for  many  more  centuries. 
Sincerely, 

Brooks  Courtright 
County  Superintendent 
of  Schools 


North  Central  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Secondary  Schools 
Llrbana,  Illinois 
I    .ucll  B.  Fisher 
C  li.iirman 
Illinois  State  Committee 

April  25,  1963 
CDloncl    1  .   M.   Ir.i/icr 
Onarga,  Illinois 
Dc.ir  Colonel  Fraziei: 

Mav  I  extend  the  greetings  of  the  North  Central 
Associ:ition  of  Colleges  and  Secondary  Schools  to 
the  Onarga  Military  School  on  this  its  Centennial 
celebration.  The  On  irga  Military  Schm)l  has  been 
accredited  by  the  North  Central  Association  since 
1923.  During  that  time  it  has  ser\'ed  education 
faithfully  and  graduated  many  who  ha\e  been  out- 
standing and  successful. 

Please  accept  our  best  wishes  for  continued  suc- 
cess and  effective  service  to  education. 
Cordially, 

Lowell  1).  Fisher 
Chairman 


Illinois  High  Schixil  Association 
Chicago,  Illinois 
Albert  Willis 
E.Ncculivo  Secretary 

April  22,  1963 
Lt.  Col.    r.  M.  Frazier 
Onarga  .Military  School 
Onarga,  Illinois 
Di  ir  Col.  Frazier: 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Illinois  Hioh  School  Association.  I  wish 


to  extend  greetings  and  sincere  best   wishes   for  a 
most  enjoyable  Centennial  Program. 

For  more  than  twenty  years  the  Onarga  Military 
School  has  been  a  member  in  good  standing  in  the 
IHSA  and  during  this  period  we  have  enjoyed 
excellent  relationships  with  the  school  and  its  admin- 
istrati\e  authorities.  The  athletic  teams  and  the 
non-athletic  groups  representing  the  school  have 
achie\  ed  their  share  of  victories  and  at  all  times  have 
displayed  good  sportsmanship  and  ha\e  obserxed 
the  ethics  of  competition.  This  speaks  well  for  the 
students  and  their  coaches  and  teachers. 

With  e\cry  good  wish  for  a  delightful  Centennial 
Program. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Albert  Willis 
E.xecutive  Secretary 


Northwestern  University 
Evanston  -  Chicago 
Office  of  the  President 
Evanston,  Illinois 

April  24,  1963 
Gentlemen: 

I  take  pleasure  in  sending  greetings  and  congrat- 
ulations on  behalf  of  Northwestern  Universitv  to  the 


Grand  Prairie   Seminary  -  Onarga   Military   School 
on  the  occasion  of  the  Centennial. 

One  hundred  years  of  ser\'ice  is  a  record  deserv- 
ing both  recognition  and  praise.  I  am  pleased  to 
ha\  e  this  opportunity  to  participate,  by  letter,  in  the 
ceremony  concerning  this  achie\ement.  and  regret 
that  I  cmnot  be  with  you  to  participate  more  fully 
in  this  happy  occasion. 

Sincerely, 

J.  Roscoe  Miller 
President 


The  Methodist  Church 
The  Illinois  Area 
Edwin  Edgar  \'oigt 
Resident  Bishop 

April  22,  196? 
Lt.  Colonel  T.  M.  Frazicr 
Onarga,  Illinois 
My  dear  Colonel  Frazicr; 

Thank  vou  so  much  for  your  cordial  in\itation, 
under  date  of  April  10,  to  attend  tlic  centennial 
program  of  Grand  Prairie  Scminary-Onarga  Military 
School  on  October  5  and  6. 

I  would  be  delighted  to  attend  this  landmark  in 
llic  history  of  the  school.     To  ha\'c  scr\ed,  as  well 


as  vou  have,  for  one  liundred  years  is  something  to 
be  noted  and  properly  observed.  I  hope  you  have 
a  wonderful  program  and  that  all  your  hopes  for  it 
will  be  splendidly  realized. 

For  myself  I  have  had  an  all-Illinois  conference 
scheduled  for  those  days  since  last  year,  and  I  do  not 
feel  that  it  will  be  possible  for  me  to  be  absent  from 
this  project  we  ha\e  planned  so  far  in  advance. 

With  cvcrv  ijood  wish, 

Sincerely  yours, 

Edwin  Edoar  Voiot 


Roosevelt  Military  Academy 
Alcdo,  Illinois 

9  May  1963 
T.  M.  Frazier 
I  t.  Col..  111.  N.G. 
t'hairman,  Centennial  Committee 
Onarga  Military  School 
()nar<;a,  Illinois: 
Dear  Colonel  Frazier: 

In  behalf  of  the  Trustees,  Faculty  and  Cadets 
of  Roosevelt  Militar\^  Academy  I  send  greetings  to 
vour  fine  school  and  our  congratulations  on  this 
centennial  occasion. 

It  has  been  my  personal  privilege  and  pleasure  to 
ha\e  known  and  been  closely  associated  with  the 
Onarga  officials  for  the  past  thirty-five  years.  In 
looking  back  over  the  one  hundred  years  I'm  sure 
there  arc  many  reasons  in  which  you  arc  all  justly 
proud  of  Onarga  and  Grand  Prairie  Seminary.  But 
the  greatest  pride  and  personal  satisfaction  any 
dedicated  educator  can  ha\e  is  to  know  that  the 
(graduates  of  that  school  ha\e  taken  their  places  as 
fine,  wholesome,  responsible  and  successful  citizens 
of  our  oreat  country.  I'm  sure  all  associated  with 
Onarga  Military  School  have  watched  with  pride 
the  hundreds  of  graduates  who  have  become  such 
fine  leaders  and  citizens. 

May  I  wish  your  fine  schoiil  many,  many  more 
years  of  success. 

Cordially, 

Glen  G.  Millikan 
Colonel  I.N.G. 
Superintendent 


Intcrboard  Council  Central  Illinois  Conference 
of  The  Melhcxlist  Church 
Bloomington,  Illinois 
C  liflord  C.  Brown 
Executive  Director 

May  8,  1963 
Lieutenant  Colonel  T.  M.  Frazier 
Onarga  Military  School 
Onarga,  Illinois 

Dear  Colonel  Frazier: 

The  historical  record  of  Grand  Prairie  Seminary 
and  Business  College  which  in  later  years  has 
identified  itself  as  Onarga  Military'  School  has  a 
most  unusual  and  impressive  record.  It  has  brought 
lile  and  light  to  young  men  for  three  generations. 
1 1  is  unique  not  only  for  what  it  is  today  in  build- 
ing character  for  young  men  but  even  more  for  what 
it  can  vet  become. 

The  principle  motivation  for  Onarga  Military 
Sch(K)l  is  in  the  belief  that  character  is  changed 
by  cstablishin>i  purpose  and  direction,  establishing 
Christian  ideals,  and  through  controlled  cx[x;ricnccs 
in  living.  The  norm  by  which  this  institution  is 
judged  is  the  end  result  as  reflected  in  the  individ- 
ual lives  of  its  students  for  "by  their  fruits  Ye  shall 
know  them". 

1  coni;r.ituk".te  you  upon  your  fine  histon,^  and 
contribution  to  the  building  of  character  as  well 
as  developing  minds  to  meet  the  needs  of  this  past 
century. 

There  are  two  \vays  in  which  this  institution  may 
face  the  future.  It  may  like  I  lamlet  lament  that 
"the  times  are  out  of  joint".  It  is  possible  to  fasten 
one's  attention  on  the  difficulties  of  the  day,  thus 
ijei  this  reaction  of  die  sick  mind.    Or,  we  may  be 


like  Brooke  who  said,  "Now  God  be  thanked  who 
has  matched  us  with  this  hour". 

Congratulations  upon  your  past  achievements 
and  may  God's  richest  blessings  be  upon  the  trustees, 
faculty  and  youth  as  you  begin  your  second  century 
oF  scr\ice. 

Most  sincerely  yours, 

Clifford  C.  Brown 
Executive  Director 

X'cnnilion  \'alley  Conference 
\\  ilford  A.  Sanders 
President 

May  10,  1963 
Col.    1  .  M.  Frazier,  Editor 
Onarga,  Illinois 
Dear  Col.  Frazier: 

May  we  of  the  Vermilion  Valley  Conference  of 
schools  join  the  1863-1963  centennial  celebration 
for  the  Grand  Prairie  Seminar^'  and  the  Onarga 
Military  School. 

With  pride  and  enthusiasm  for  the  long  enduring 
influence  of  the  Grand  Prairie  Seminary,  together 
\\ith  rcognition  of  the  current  record  of  the  Onarga 
Military  School  for  quahty  education,  we  submit 
greetings  and  congratulations  from  the  Vermilion 
X'^alley  Conference.  We  are  sure  that  the  admin- 
istrators, coaches  and  schools  of  Roberts-Thaw\'ille, 
McKin-Siblcy,  Gilman,  Onarga  Community,  Chats- 
i\'orth,  Forrest,  Cullom,  Kempton,  Reddick,  Piper 
City,  and  Saunemin  join  most  heartily  and  proudly 
in  saluting  our  high  respected  member  school  — 
Fhe  Onarga  Military  School. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Wilford  A.   Sanders 


Robert  L.  Cammack,  Sr.,  '09 

President    G.P.S.    Alumni 


Front  rcw,  left  to  right:  Mi>-.  G.  B.  Olson,  Mr.s.  Holland  Knoche,  Mrs.  Robert  E. 
Meyer,  Mrs.  William  Weber,  Miss  Mae  Weller.  Mrs.  John  Wilken,  Mrs.  Robert  L. 
Cammack,  Mis.  M.  L,  Wright,  Miss  Marie  Beardsley,  Mrs.  Laurimore  Henry. 

Second  row,  left  to  right:  J.  A.  Stienecker,  Major  E.  L.  Davis,  Major  D.  L.  Reed, 
Floyd  Johnson,  Laurimore  Henry,  Robert  L.  Cammack,  Kenneth  Ingham,  William 
Salmen.  Charles  H.  Ecoth,  Rev.  John  E.  Genn.  Dr.  F.  G.  Yabsley,  Charles  H.  War- 
nock,  R.  M.  Wheeler,  Perry  Price,  Lt.  Col.  T.  M.  Frazier. 


EXCERPTS  FROM  LETTERS   FROM  ALUMNI 


imm  a  letter  by  Arthur  V.  Essingtoii  '09 

1  ha\c  a  vivid  memory  of  G.P.S.  inasmuch  as 
three  of  the  best  teachers  I  e\'er  had  in  my  life  were 
stationed  there. 

Miss  Grace  Gilbert  took  the  young  lad  from  the 
n)untr\'  nnd  made  him  feel  that  he  could  do  any- 
thing so  far  as  speaking  was  concerned  so  that  by 
th'.'  time  I  was  in  my  senior  year  I  was  able  to  cap- 
ture the  intcrscholastic  oratorical  contest  at  Lake 
lorest  Academy. 

I  also  remember  Mis,  Is.iacson  wlui  taught  Roman 
history  and  German  so  elliciently  and  interestingly 
that  when  I  got  to  the  university  I  knew  more  about 
tlie  subjects  than  most  of  the  kids  from  large  high 
sch(X)ls. 

I  also  remember  our  coach,  Professor  /Mien,  who 
taught  me  all  I  know  about  the  laws  of  physics. 

Several  honors  have  come  to  me  since  I  gradu- 
ated from  tlie  universi^\^  I  have  been  a  member 
of  the  Pardon  and  Parole  Board  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois. Corporation  Counsel  of  the  Citv  of  Rockford, 
and  at  the  present  time  I  am  a  Judge  of  our  Circuit 
Court,  which  duty  I  enjov  ver\'  much. 


from  n  letter  from  William  L.  In-iit  "15 

After  graduating  from  Grand  Prairie  Seminary  in 
1916.  1  entered  Northwestern  University,  graduat- 
ing with  an  A.B.  degree  in  1920.  My  diploma 
st.ites  that  it  was  granted  "With  highest  distinction", 
,md  I  was  made  a  member  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  Mean- 
while, from  May  to  December.  1918.  I  was  in  the 
arinv.  obtaining  a  commission  as  second  lieutenant, 
infantry,  from  the  Officers'  training  school  at  Camp 
Cordon,  Georgia,  but  never  went  overseas. 

In  September  1920,  I  entered  Har\ard  Law 
School  on  the  Bobb  Scholarship  from  Illinois,  and 
graduated  with  an  LL.B  degree  in  1923.  Then  I 
was  emplo\'ed  in  the  law  office  of  a  former  Har\ard 
law  School  graduate  in  Broken  Bow,  Nebraska, 
which  \\.is  the  fourth  largest  county  in  Nebraska  in 
point  of  population.  After  two  years,  I  oj^ned  my 
own  law  office  there.  From  1926  to  1929,  I  was 
cirs-  attorney  of  Broken  Bow.  Tlien  I  came  to  Wash- 
ington, D.C..  to  be  with  the  Senate  Judician,'  Com- 
mittee, of  which  Senator  Norris  of  Nebraska  was 
chairman.  In  19?4,  1  left  the  committee  and  be- 
came an  attorney  in  the  United  States  Accounting 
Office,  of  which   the  Comptroller  General  of  the 


United  States  is  the  head.  In  1937,  I  took  a  posi- 
tion as  assistant  manager  ol:  legal  research  in  the 
U.S.  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Washington  D.C. 
After  two  years  in  that  position  I  returned  to  the 
General  Accounting  Office  in  1939  and  remained 
there  as  an  attorney  until  the  spring  of  1962.  Then 
I  retired  from  government  ser\ice  and  have  been  as- 
sociated with  a  law  firm  which  has  an  office  here  in 
Gaithersburg  and  also  an  office  in  Washington. 

*  *  ¥■  * 

1  Win  a  letter  of  Chnrles  Wendell  David  '05 

Aher  graduation  from  GPS,  1  went  to  North- 
western University  for  three  years  and  then  went 
on  to  O.xford,  as  vou  know,  on  a  Rhodes  Scholar- 
ship, studying  modern  history  (B.A.  O.xford  1911). 
Returning  from  England  in  1911,  I  continued  my 
work  as  a  graduate  student  in  history,  first  at  Wis- 
consin (\LA.  degree  1912)  and  at  Har\-ard  (PhD 
1918).  While  on  the  subject  of  degrees  I  may  add 
that  I  was  awarded  an  honorary  Litt  D  by  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1955. 

Mv  first  important  teaching  position  was  in  die 
Uni\ersitv  of  \^'ashington  (Seattle)  from  1915  to 
1918.  I  went  to  Bryn  Manor  College  as  Associate 
Professor  in  the  autumn  of  1918  and  remained  there 
for  28  years,  rising  to  the  headship  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  History  and  the  holder  of  an  endowed 
professorship.  Howe\'er,  because  of  a  growing  in- 
terest in  the  problem  of  research  libraries,  I  began 
to  reduce  my  commitments  at  Bryn  Manor  in  1940 
and  went  to  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  as  Pro- 
fessor of  History  and  Director  of  Libraries.  You  will 
see  that  for  sexeral  years  I  combined  two  jobs,  one 
at  Brvn  Manor  and  one  at  Penn. 

I  held  the  position  at  the  University  of  Penn- 
syhania  tor  1  5  vears,  until  I  reached  formal  retire- 
ment for  aae  in  lune  1955.  Thereafter  I  became 
Director  of  the  Longwood  Library  at  Kennett 
Square,  Pa.,  a  duPont  project  for  the  establishment 
of  a  research  library  in  industrial  history  which 
should  ha\e  the  DuPont  family  and  company  records 
as  its  central  core.  In  due  course  this  was  re- 
studied  and  expanded  and  moved  into  a  new  build- 
ing on  the  propert%'  of  the  original  DuPont  Company 
at  Greenville,  Delaware,  in  the  outskirts  of  Wil- 
mington. The  new  institution  was  renamed  Mills 
I  listorical  Librar\'. 


From  a  letter  of  Charles  Wendell  David 

Ha\ing  got  the  new  library  so  to  say  "o\'er  the 
top",  I  retired  as  Director  at  the  end  of  December 
1961.  This  was  for  a  short  time  however,  for  in 
June  1962  1  accepted  another  short-term  assignment 
as  as  assistant  to  the  President  and  Director  of 
Librarv  Development,  The  Marine  I  listorical  Asso- 
ciation (more  commonly  known  as  Mystic  Seaport), 
Mystic,  Connecticut.  Here  the  problem  is  to  plan 
and  develop  a  research  library  in  American  Maritime 
History,  assemble  a  competent  staff,  and  plan  a 
new  librarv  building  and  get  it  erected  and  the 
collections  moved  into  it.  We  suppose  this  will 
require  something  like  2  to  2y2  years  more.  This 
will  surely  be  my  last  important  job  since  old  age 
will  inevitably  overtake  me. 

In  the  fields  of  historical  research  and  librarian- 
ship  1  have  done  a  good  bit  of  writing.  The  fol- 
lowing titles  may  be  mentioned. 

Robert  Curthose,  Duke  of  Normandy,  1920 

Tire  Conquest  of  Lisbon.  1936 

Journey  to  France  and  Spain,   1801, 
by  Victor  Marie  du  Pont,  1961 

Planning  the   University  Library  Building 
(with  John  E.  Burchard  and  Julian  P. 
Boyd)  'l949. 

As  to  more  personal  things  I  may  say  that  in  1918 
1  married  Mary  Virginia  Martin  of  Oakland,  Cali- 
fornia who  died  in  1936  and  by  whom  I  had  no 
children.  In  1939  I  married  Margaret  Simpson  of 
Columbus,  New  Jersey.  We  have  two  children, 
Charles  Newbold,  now  a  graduate  student  in  biol- 
ogy in  Germany,  and  George  Alfred  Lawrence,  still 
a  Harvard  undergraduate. 

So  far  as  I  know  I  am  still  in  good  health  and 
vigor,  notwithstanding  my  years. 


From  letter  from  Frank  L.  Brooke,  class  of  1905 

It  was  a  delight  to  receive  the  notification  of  the 
combined  reunion  of  G.P.S.  and  O.M.S.  members 
to  be  held  in  Onarga  in  October.  The  thought  of 
it  brings  back  many  pleasant  memories  of  days, 
students,  and  facuhy  members  in  the  early  part  of 
tlie  century.  I  was  permitted  to  leave  in  April  to 
accept  a  position  at  Culver  Military  Academy,  but 
was  permitted  to  "get  under  the  wire"  and  receive 
mv  diploma  with  the  class  of  '05. 

To  me  it  is  pleasant  to  recall  a  good  many  mem- 
bers of  the  Class,  which  included:  Wendell  David, 
Geneva  Gish,  Ed  Bond,  Roscoc  Buckholtz,  (my  best 
friend  -  X'ictor  Ernest  llahi-Baksh,  who  I  am  pretty 
sure  never  learned  the  German  pronunciation  of 
'prunes'),  Albertine  Larson,  William  Lukens,  .Art 
Meents,  Jake  Oltman,  Herb  Singleton,  Clara  Har- 
roun,  Maude  Hasbrouck,  Lottie  King,  Amy  Amidon, 
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Ida  Brown,  cute  Joe  Carpenter,  John  Dawson,  Earl 
D-  Lav,  Dick  Franklin,  Elina  Lane.  Bob  Morel, 
Carl  NJuehlenpFoltdt,  George  Spear,  Hiidolph  Swcn- 
son,  Eli  Swisher.  Hilda  Canipbell,  Hazel  Eversole, 
Mildred  CJreenc,  Eva  Br(mn,  Lula  Caveney,  Orana 
Smart,  C.raee  Switzer.  Edna  I  laves  of  Culver  at- 
tended GPS  ahead  of  nie,  became  a  physician  and 
for  many  years  was  connected  with  a  children's 
home  in  Northern  Illinois.  She  is  now  retired.  A 
letter  addressed  to  her  here  would  be  forwarded. 

Good  old  Prof.  Van  was  always  anxious  to  "place" 
anv  of  his  boys  wherever  and  whenc\er  he  could. 
I  know  manv  of  them  made  good.  Rollo  Hutchison, 
w  bo  was  at  GPS  much  earlier  than  I  (who  was  the 
lirst  secretary  employed  at  Culver),  contacted  Prof. 
Van,  who  in  turn  asked  me  to  accept  the  position 
open  at  Culver,  which  I  did  on  a  temporar\'  basis. 
I  bat  "temporary"  basis  lasted  nearly  40  years.  I 
was  the  second  "secrctan"  from  GPS  at  Cuher, 
later,  Charles  VVarn(x:k,  and  the  late  Ray  Marshal 
joined  us,  .Already  here  was  "Cap"  John  F.  Grant, 
formerly  an  instructor  at  GPS,  heading  the  com- 
mercial department  at  Culver,  He  is  now  retired 
and  liviny,  I  belie\e  in  Columbus,  Indiana. 

Hollo  1  lutchison  is  the  only  GPS  living  ex-stu- 
tlont  that  I  knov\'  the  whereabout  of.  He  is  a  wid- 
ower, nearly  blind,  retired  and  living  in  Chicago. 
I  see  him  several  times  a  year  when  he  comes  down 
to  his  CuKcr  home.  I  am  very  fond  of  him.  I  at- 
tended the  50th  reunion  of  mv  class,  and  Hutch 
and  his  wife  were  there  \\'\\\\  Mrs.  Brooke  and 
myself. 

As  for  suggestions  regarding  the  reunion  itsell, 
I  ')f  course  feel  that  it  should  be  well  organized  and 
that  a  definite  effort  be  made  in  some  way  for  old 
GPS  people  to  meet.  Apparently  this  was  not  done 
at  mv  50th  reunion,  and  we  sat  around,  feeling 
more  or  less  lost.  1  did  make  every  effort  to  speak 
to  as  many  as  I  could,  hoping  to  find  someone  I 
once  knew,  and  in  that  was  slightly  successful.  It's 
a  difficult  matter  to  handle,  I  know.  The  things 
already  outlined  seem  good  and  promising  of  a  fine 
get-to-gethcr. 

it  is  good  to  know  that  more  complete  informa- 
licjii  will  be  sent  out  in  advance  of  the  October  dates. 
Whether  I  shall  be  able  to  attend  will  depend  on 
the  state  of  Mrs.  Brooke's  health.  I  do  not  know 
whether  what  I  ha\e  written  in  anv  wise  is  accept- 
able. Just  off  band  I  do  not  seem  to  be  able  to  lay 
hands  on  photographs  or  clippings  which  might  be 
of  interest.  I  am  very  happy,  however,  that  the 
name  of  Grand  Prairie  Seminarv  will  be  perpetu- 
ated, and  in  some  manner  the  names  of  such  notable 
ulucators  as  Stephen  D.  Van  Benthuysen. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  very  much  to  extend 
greetings  to  any  who  happened  to  be  present 
at  the  time  I  was  a  student.  Life  there  was  good 
and  stimulative. 


Fxcerpt  from  letter  written  by  Mr$.  Mary  SeUick 
(Mary  Lois  Ra)'mond,  '90?) 

"...1  came  from  Woodland,  111.  and  spent  the 
vears  1884-1887  at  Grand  Prairie  Seminari,'. .  .  .Dr. 
iXlcClish  was  President  and  Dr.  \'an  Pelt  was  pastor 
of  the  Methodist  Church..  .  .  .1  still  give  readings 
and  belong  to  the  writing  class,  although  I  am  not  a 
verv  gilted  writer." 

Editor's  note.  1  be  clipping  that  accompanied  the 
letter  contained  a  |VK'm  written  hv  .Mrs.  Scllick, 
who  has  celebrated  her  ninety-fifth  birthday.  It  is 
called  "Live  Simply  with  Faidi".  Mrs.  SeUick 
worked  for  many  years  as  a  deaconess  in  S[X)kane, 
Washington,  taught  a  class  of  80  women  at  First 
Church,  San  Diego,  Cal.,  and  is  now  living  in 
Frederic.i  Manor.  Chula  Vista. 

»      »      »      » 
frcmi  II  letter  n-ritten  h\  Thomas  H.  Wand  ('08) 

1  rcviivt  \erv  much  that  I  cannot  attend  the  One 
1  iiindredtii  .Anniversary  of  good  old  G.P.S.  and 
O.M.S.  Walter  and  I  sjx'nt  two  verv  happv  years 
.It  G.P.S.  W'e  lo\cd  the  amiosphcre,  tradition, 
and  t!ie  people  who  actually  participated  in  the 
affairs  of  the  school W'e  both  lettered  in  foot- 
ball, basketball,  track,  and  baseball.  It  seems  odd 
now.  but  we  had  to  wear  baseball  uniforms  while 
we  plaved  basketball.  Hox\e\er.  in  tr.ick  we  were 
permitted  to  wear  track  suits. 

One  winter  the  old  athletic  field  south  of  town 
froze  over,  and  w'e  enjoyed  six  weeks  of  skating, 
with  attendant  wieners,  coffee,  and  bon  fires.... 
1  Iia\c  alwavs  felt  that  G.P.S.  gave  its  students  much 
mure  than  academic  learning,  lliere  was  a  great 
moral  lift  to  all  who  attended  the  school.  1  kindreds 
of  graduates  ha\e  gone  out  into  the  world  and  have 
made  their  mark  in  all  lines  of  endeavor,  primarily 
because  of  their  years  at  G.P.S. 

Editor's  note:  The  WTitcr  of  the  abo\e  letter 
recei\ed  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  Outstanding 
Citizen  Award  at  Paonia,  Colorado.  1  le  is  also  the 
only  man  in  the  annals  of  Unix'ersity  of  Washington 
athletic  history  to  have  been  given  die  cherished 
ll.iretv  Medal  in  Football  on  two  occasions. 

»      »      »      » 
Letter  from  Robert  Breiecr  '39 

..."I  seem  to  be  progressing  well,  and  if  all 
goes  well  will  be  able  to  return  to  work  for  short 
periods  about  the  middle  of  Julv.  I  natunillv  feel 
\er\-  fortimate  to  be  progressing  so  well  in  the  face 
of  the  seriousness  of  the  coronarv.  Tliev  called 
Mar\'  over  the  afterniwn  I  went  to  the  hospital  as 
thev  tlumght  they  were  losing  me.  Naturally  I've 
lost  weight  and  feel  better  for  it.  ...  Hope  to  see 
vou  at  the  Centennial  I  lomecoming  this  fall. 

Editor's  note.  GixkI  luck.  Bob,  and  a  speedy  and 
complete  recovery.  Friends  and  classmates  who 
wciuld  like  to  uTite  to  Bob  mav  address  him  at  354 
N.   Delaplaine  Road,  Riverside,  111. 


HORACE  G.  SMITH,  '99 
My  early  liFe  was  cast  in  Central  Illinois  where 
1  attended  a  small  rural  school  and  the  Methodist 
Church.  From  there  I  went  to  G.ind  Prairie  Sem- 
inars' at  Onarga,  Illinois  and  thence  to  North- 
western. After  graduation  from  the  University  in 
1905,  I  spent  two  years  there  as  college  Y.M.C.A. 
secretary  and  then  completed  my  Di\initv  work  at 
Garrett  in  1910,  having  spent  one  year  of  stitdy 
at  Boston  University.  As  far  as  honorary  degrees 
are  concerned,  I  ha\e  a  D.D.  from  Northwestern, 
LL.D.  from  Simpson  and  DePauw  and  L.H.D.  from 
Boston. 

My  actual  service  as  a  Methodist  minister  involves 
three  pastorates,  one  at  Glencoe,  one  at  Hemenway 
Church,  Evanston,  and  the  other  at  Wilmette.  In 
each  case  a  new  construction  is  at  least  one  memorial 
of  mv  pastorate,  although  I  count  this  not  the  best 
p.irt  of  mv  niinistrv.  In  between  the  Evanston  and 
\\  ilmettc  pastorates  I  spent  two  years  as  Super- 
intendent of  the  Chicago  Western  District. 

The  Rock  Ri\'er  Conference  has  elected  me  to 
six  General  Conferences  and  the  Uniting  Confer- 
ence of  1939.  For  a  quadrennium  beginning  in 
1928,  I  was  a  member  of  die  Board  of  Education, 
serving  for  eight  years  as  secretary.  For  a  quarter 
of  a  centurj'  I  served  on  the  Chicago  Missionary 
Candidate  Committee  -  acting  as  chairman  for  15 
years.  For  two  terms,  I  served  as  President  of 
the  Methodist  Theological  Association. 

In  1932  I  accepted  the  presidency  of  Garrett 
Bij-.lical  Institute  and  served  there  continuously 
until  1953.  Preceding  my  election  I  had  been  a 
trustee  for  eight  years  and  had  done  some  teaching 
annually  for  the  same  period  of  time. 

Since  my  retirement  from  the  presidency  of  Gar- 
rett we  have  travelled  widely  including  two  trips 
to  Europe  and  the  Holy  Land  as  well  as  one  to 
I  lawaii.  In  the  home  land  we  have  driven  East, 
West,  and  South  to  the  extent  of  70,000  miles  in 
the  last  five  years. 

I  am  a  member  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  a  founder 
and  charter  member  of  Delta  Sigma  Rho  and  the 
University  Club  and  of  Rotary  in  Evanston.  As 
trustee,  I  have  sen-ed  Bennett  College  Chicago 
Training  School,  and  the  Chicago  Temple. 

Retirement  has  given  me  opportunity  for  wide 
reading  and  the  chance  to  put  in  writing  form  two 
family  histories  as  well  as  a  large  group  of  essays. 
Se\'eral  of  these  have  been  published  and  others 
will  be  soon.  So  far,  I  have  spoken  on  an  average 
of  30  times  a  year. 

Mrs.  Smith,  Edith  Gorsuch,  of  Clarence,  Illinois 
at  G.P.S.  '97-'99,  keeps  busy  with  Bryant  Society, 
Faculty  Wives  meetings,  P.E.O.,  Church  acti\'ities 
and  the  University  Guild.  She  and  I  have  created 
and  shared  a  happy  home  life  in  the  parsonage  and 
in  the  president's  home  and  now  live  happily  in  a 
small  apartment.  There  are  three  daughters  with 
homes  of  their  own  in  which  they  are  bringing  up 


our  eight  "miracle  grandchildren".  At  present  we 
live  in  happy  retirement  att  2604  Bennett  Avenue, 
E\anston,  Illinois. 

A  MEMBER  of  the  Class  of  '99  RECALLS 
By  Horace  G.   Smith 

\A'hen  I  first  heard  of  a  celebration  of  the  cen- 
tennial of  the  founding  of  Grand  Prairie  Seminary, 
I  did  two  things.  To  begin  with,  I  assembled  all 
the  keepsakes  I  had  cherished  as  mementoes  of  my 
own  student  days.  Then  I  gave  my  memory  free 
rein  and  allowed  it  to  wander  as  it  would  to  see 
what  it  would  recall  from  those  magic  years  of  '96 
to  '99.  1  ha\-c  been  surprised  at  the  results  of  both 
clfiirts. 

Among  other  things,  I  found  my  diploma  indicat- 
ing that  I  graduated  from  the  College  Preparatory 
Course.  E\idently  I  had  kept  it  along  with  a 
diploma  from  the  grade  school  and  a  certificate 
allowing  me  to  teach.  Clearly  I  did  not  cast  it  out 
when  I  recei\'ed  a  college  diploma  or  one  from  a 
graduate  school.  Not  even  receipt  of  four  honorary 
degrees  robbed  this  academic  recognition  of  its  place 
of  honor.  This  diploma  is  signed  by  the  president 
and  all  the  members  of  the  faculty  of  that  dav.  Un- 
fortunately it  could  not  include  all  my  teachers  for 
man\-  of  them  had  changed  during  my  brief  stay. 
The  rapid  change  in  faculty  personnel  indicates  the 
financial  and  enrollment  problems  the  school  was 
Facing  e\'en  then.  More  may  be  said  about  teach- 
ers later. 

Along  with  my  diploma,  I  found  a  faded  copy  of 
what  was  called  "The  Commencement  Exercises" 
held  June  8,  1899.  It  contained  the  names  of 
eighteen  graduates  from  the  Academic  Department 
.ind  ten  from  the  Commercial.  I  am  happy  to  report 
that  as  I  read  over  these  names,  I  could  recall  some- 
thing specific  about  nearly  each  and  every  one.  In 
fact,  1  was  able  to  hold  something  like  a  class  re- 
union "in  absentia".  The  program  included  four 
musical  selections  and  seven  orations,  the  latter 
gi\en  by  members  of  the  class  selectev!  by  the 
Faculty. 

The  themes  of  those  orations  are  worthy  of  note. 
Two  were,  I  think,  more  t)'pical  of  such  occasions 
than  the  others.  One  bore  the  title  "Watchman 
What  of  the  Night"  and  the  other,  just  one  word 
"E.xpansion".  The  man  giving  this  latter  oration 
wrote  also  the  class  poem  which  was  printed  in  full 
(in  the  back  page.  The  other  orations  carried  a 
patriotic  note.  One  was  entitled  "Tlie  Federal 
Constitution",  the  others  -  "Charles  Sumner", 
"Thomas  Paine",  "William  Gladstone"  and  "John 
Randolph".  The  last  constituted  my  own  con- 
tribution and  to  my  amazement  part  of  it  remains 
intact  in  my  files. 

My  recollection  of  that  day,  however,  has  little 
to  do  with  the  otherwise  important  matters.  WTiile 
I  was  speaking  an  old  fashioned  dumhell  was  blown 
by  the  wind  from  a  window  sill  and  landed  on  the 


grandpiano.  From  there  it  rolled  across  the  top 
and  fell  on  the  key  board.  After  soundino  various 
notes,  it  descended  to  the  seat,  rolled  slowly  across 
th.it,  and  thence  to  the  floor.  While  I  ha\e  spoken 
literally  thousands  of  times  since  then,  that  harrow- 
ing experience  has  never  been  duplicated. 

Among  these  tokens,  I  found  our  class  pin.  It 
is  in  the  form  of  a  wreath  signifying  victory,  I  pre- 
sume. A  three  cornered  heraldic  design  is  affi.xed 
to  this  wreath  and  according  to  the  symbolism  of 
that  day  suggested  the  completeness  of  the  three  fold 
life.  On  this  shield  appear  the  letters  G.P.S.  and 
the  numerals  '99.  On  checking  with  two  grand- 
sons who  graduate  from  high  school  this  year,  I 
find  that  class  pins  are  out  of  style  but  I  am  glad  we 
had  one.  It  meant  much  to  me  during  most  of  the 
senior  year  as  \\c  were  entitled  to  wear  such  an 
emblem. 

If  any  serious  eflort  is  made  to  establish  a  collec- 
tion of  such  trophies  I  would  be  glad  to  contribute 
this  and  other  reminders  of  the  past.  Two  things, 
I  ha\e  missed  which  I  hope  others  will  supply.  I 
could  not  find  the  class  yell  or  the  class  song.  The 
iirst  is  unimportant  but  the  second  meant  much  to 
ine  as  sung  to  the  tune  of  "Maryland". 

Another  trophy  of  that  bygone  day  showed  up  in 
the  form  of  a  small  magnifying  glass  with  two  lenses 
so  that  three  combinations  are  possible.  It  was  prob- 
ably |)urchased  lor  use  in  the  course  on  botany  and 
has  been  inconstant  use  for  the  last  fifty  years.  Our 
own  three  girls  treated  it  as  something  magical  and 
their  eight  children  have  in  turn  found  it  of  peren- 
nial interest.  Once  in  a  while  in  these  latter  days 
it  has  helped  eyes  grown  dim  by  age  to  master  small 
print. 

Reference  to  the  course  in  Botany  reminds  me 
of  the  kindling  enthusiasm  of  the  man  who  taught 
this  course  and  one  in  chemistrv.  While  it  would 
be  unfair  to  call  him  b\  name  and  leave  others  out  I 
must  confess  that  he  iiad  a  imlii'c  gift  for  teaching 
that  few  practitioners  of  that  are  possessed.  He  was 
as  they  say  "to  the  manor  bom".  I  le  and  a  few 
of  the  others  had  what  William  James  said  was 
neccssiiry  to  make  a  man  an  "Ideal  teacher".  Such 
men  are  the  heart  of  any  faculty  and  give  signif- 
icance to  the  school  in  which  they  teach. 

Incidentally,  that  course  in  botany  pro\'ed  to  be 
one  of  the  most  stimulating  I  e\er  took  in  all  my 
years  of  formal  study.  For  one  thing  it  called  for 
the  preparation  of  a  substantial  herbarium.  I  still 
remember  my  search  for  and  discovery  of  the  coveted 
blo(xl  root.  I  do  recall  my  persuasive  effort  to  induce 
a  lady  to  give  me  just  one  prong  from  her  treasured 
maiden  hair  fern.  She  did  -  but  reluctantly  and  I 
hoix;  was  rewarded  with  die  knowledge  that  "it  is 
more  blessed  to  give  dian  to  receive". 

I  he  herbarium  has  long  since  deteriorated  and 
been  discarded  but  the  interest  engendered  in  spring 
flowers  still  abides.     Almost  every  year  since  then, 


I  have  made  at  least  one  pilgrimage  to  the  wooded 
area  to  renew  mv  acquaintance  with  trillium  and  all 
the  other  spring  beauties.  Within  the  month,  I 
liave  gone  with  iMrs.  Smith  who  was  in  those  days 
lidith  Gorsuch,  to  the  forest  preserve  nearby  to 
l(x;ate  and  identify  the  flowers  about  vvhich  we 
learned  in  the  class  in  botany. 

Reference  to  Edith  Gorsuch  recalls  an  incident 
that  reveals  the  unique  quality  of  many  of  the  teach- 
ers we  had  at  G.P.S.  When  she  and  I  came  to 
celebrate  our  golden  wedding  annivers;ir\'  in  1959, 
it  was  reported  in  the  alumni  journal  of  North- 
w..'stern  from  which  Llniversity  both  of  us  "radu- 
ated.  As  a  result  of  this  note  we  received  a  nice 
letter  from  one  who  had  been  our  teacher  at  Onarga. 
We  had  not  seen  her  or  been  in  touch  with  her 
during  the  sixty  years  that  had  elapsed  but  she  said 
that  she  had  followed  us  through  the  years  by  ref- 
erences in  the  .Mumni  Journal  so  that  she  knew 
where  we  had  been  and  what  we  had  done.  This 
continued  interest  after  more  than  half  a  century 
is  significant.  It  is  typical  of  the  teacher  who  is 
interested  more  in  the  student  than  in  the  subject 
taught.  Of  such  teachers  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
so  far  as  education  is  concerned  and  we  had  a  fair 
quota  of  them  for  our  guidance. 

Just  to  make  sure  that  student  life  was  not  dull 
(ir  monotonous  in  diose  days,  let  me  relate  one 
incident  that  happened  on  the  first  Sunday  I  spent 
in  Onarga.  .After  breakfast  a  group  of  boys  w.ilked 
up  to  the  cemetery  which  then  had  a  hitching  rack 
made  up  of  a  log  chain  run  through  a  hole  in  a  scries 
of  stone  posts.  Without  diinking  of  what  we  were 
doing  several  of  us  sat  down  next  to  the  last  post. 
Our  combined  weight  was  too  much  for  the  brittle 
st(inc  and  it  snapped  off  just  above  the  ground. 
Needless  to  say  we  took  French  leave.  I  lad  a 
spectral  voice  from  within  the  cemetery  spoken  we 
would  not  have  departed  more  quickly.  The  care- 
taker took  the  shortened  stone  and  reset  it  near  the 
one  next  in  line  and  there  it  stands  to  this  day.  In 
driving  through  the  town,  I  always  detour  by  the 
cemetery  just  to  make  sure  that  this  trophy  of  my 
jircscnce  in  1896  still  remains.  I  could  wish  that 
other  lessons  learncxl  there  in  those  days  had  the 
power  to  continue  and  abide. 


A  CENTENNIAL  TIUBUE  from  the  Class  of  TO 
By  /.  A.  Ranwr  '10 

.'\  leeling  of  humility  comes  as  I  begin  to  set 
thoughts  on  pa|-)er  for  diis  Centennial  Observance. 

I  do  not  share  the  sentiments  sometimes  ex- 
])ressed  that  just  to  have  existed  for  a  hundred  years 
is  nothing  to  be  proud  of.  Even  a  tree  that  has 
li\eil  a  hundred  ye.irs  has  weathered  the  slomis,  and 
thus  indic.itcs  an  inherent  \  irility  that  was  not  pos- 
sessed by   its  erstwhile  neighbors   that  went  down 


with  the  storm  or  succumbed  to  disease.  A  Century 
ai;o  the  Civil  War  was  in  its  enigmatic  middle 
staoes.  Neither  side  could  have  been  sure  of  its 
outcome.  To  lia\e  lifted  its  head  above  the  con- 
llict  of  those  turbulent  days  and  to  have  sur\-ived 
the  subsequent  shocks  of  war  and  disaster  and  de- 
pression, rexeals  a  ruggedness  of  character  and  tenac- 
itv  of  purpose  that  demand  the  highest  tribute  that 
we,  who  ha\'e  shared  in  the  benefits  so  generously 
oiven.  can  bring  as  we  celebrate  this  centennial. 

Certain  it  is  that  those  of  us  who  were  fortunate 
seekers  after  the  Truth  at  about  the  half  century 
mark  at  G.P.S.  were  aware  that  a  foundation  of 
granite  embracing  the  Love  of  Our  Creator  and 
cemented  together  by  the  teachings  and  example  of 
the  Fisherman  of  Galilee  were  there  for  our  benefit 
and  the  everlasting  honor  of  the  school.  Men  are 
just  as  good  or  bad  as  thev  are  taught  to  be.  While 
the  times  and  educational  needs  of  the  day  decreed 
a  change  in  the  physical  make  up  of  the  school  a 
short  time  after  many  of  us  had  gone  out  into  the 
world  to  make  use  of  what  bad  been  learned,  it 
seems  that  the  same  high  standards  have  carried 
o\er  into  the  new  regime.  It  is  most  plain  that  the 
good  citizens  of  Onarga  and  the  Methodists  of  that 
Community  ha\e  accomplished  their  duty  to  the 
utmost.  To  that  group  who  have  carried  on  the 
work  of  an  Alumni  organization  so  well  a  hearty 
thank  you  from  those  of  us  who  have  been  so  far 
away.  The  lessons  learned  in  the  study  groups, 
in  clas.ses,  on  the  playing  fields  and  not  to  be  for- 


gotten   tlic    fraternal    times   among    fellow   students 
leave  .'.ll  of  us  with  much  to  be  grateful  for. 

Yesterdav  is  still  with  us,  and  no  one  should 
know  better  than  \\v  of  Crand  Prairie  Seminary 
who  recot'nizc  the  worth  of  timeless  \irtues,  and 
ijixe  stability  to  the  innoxation  bv  always  squaring 
it  with  long  established  custom.  Wc  must  believe 
that  these  times  in  which  we  live  are  as  perilous 
;;s  those  days  in  which  G.P.S.  came  into  being. 

The  outlook  for  men  and  women  who  ha\'e  had 
the  training  and  cx-perience  as  a  force  in  civic  and 
social  affairs  was  perhaps  never  more  inviting  than 
the  present.  ITie  application  of  the  principles 
learned  at  G.P.S.  are  sorely  needed  in  the  every- 
dav  walks  of  life  NOW.  This  demand  should 
be  met  and  recognized.  The  day  is  past  when 
men  in  any  society  will  be  satisfied  to  rest  on  the 
laurels  of  past  achievement. 

lie  who  li\cs  his  God  most  devoutly,  regards  the 
rights  and  interests  of  his  fellow  men  most  con- 
scientiously, cultivates  his  moral  and  social  qual- 
ities most  successfully,  who  governs  himself  most 
scrupulously  and  practices  charity  with  prudence. 
He  it  is  that  learned  his  lesson  best  at  G.P.S.  and 
profited  most  at  the  hands  of  a  faculty  that  all  of 
us  must  appreciate  more  as  the  years  have  gone  by. 
Be  just  and  fear  not, 
Let  all  the  ends  thou  aim  at, 

Be  Thy  Countr\''s 
Thy  God's  and  Truth's 

TAuthor  LInknnwn) 
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SOME  CHRONOLOGICAL  NUGGETS 
GRAND  PRAIRIE  SEMINARY 


(Excerpts  -  Leader  &  Review,  July  1,  1954, 
Village  of  Onarga) 

(Centennial  issue  by  C.  H.  Warnock  with 

credit   to  Beckwith's   History 

of  Iroquois  County 


1 8-!4 .  First  settlers  along  Spring  Creek  on  old  Indian 
Trail  from  Fort  Dearborn  to  St.  Louis  via 
Bunkum  Trading  Post  (Watseka). 

18.^6. First  school  was  organized  and  two  years  later 
had  20  scholars. 

184 3. A  long  school  house  was  built  and  some 
classes  v\ere  still  held  in  5  or  6  private  homes. 

1856. The  Best  church  in  Iroquois  County  was  built 
in  Onarga.  With  homes,  schools,  churches, 
lodges,  business  houses,  a  library  and  even  a 
newspaper  car\'ed  out  of  the  wilderness  in  less 
than  30  years;  these  hardy  and  inspired  lead- 
ers turned  their  heads  and  hearts  towards 
creating  better  educational  facilities. 

1863  .June  10th  -  an  educational  convention  of  Mid- 
dleporl  District  met  in  Onarga  with  Rev.  P. 
T.  Rhodes  in  charge,  and  representatives  from 
Kankakee,  Watseka,  Chatsworth,  Buckley, 
etc.,  each  boosting  his  home  town.  The 
Onarga  ladies  plied  them  with  wonderful 
food,  and  "large  saucers  heaped  with  the 
flushing  fruit  (strawberries)  peeping  thru 
creamy  veils".  The  ladies  and  especially  the 
strawberries  won  -  so  the  story  goes  -  and  the 
report  "surely  Onarga  is  a  goodly  town.  Yea 
our  sons  and  our  daughters  shall  go  thither 
and  learn  wisdom".  The  vote  -  Onarga  13 
out  of  22. 

The  name  of  Grand  Prairie  Seminary  was 
chosen  and  a  Board  of  Trustees  elected. 

Among  the  first  trustees  were  P.  T.  Rhodes, 
Ransom  B.  Pangborn,  Samuel  H.  Harper, 
Winslow  Woods  of  Onarga  and  Wm.  G. 
Riggs  of  Buckley. 

Oct.  1st  -  School  was  opened  in  the  I\L  E. 
Church  and  shortly  afterward  a  building 
14x40x9  feet  was  erected  on  the  church  lot 
and  used  until   the  seminar)'  was  completed. 


1864 


1867 


1868 


1869 
1872 


1878 


1880 


1880 


Re\ .  G.  W.  Gray  was  elected  principal  and 
his  wife  professor  of  languages  and  natural 
sciences.  In  April  1 864  -  commercial  science, 
instrumental  music,  German,  Commercial 
law  and  a  primary  department  were  added. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Marston  retained  as  preceptress. 

Local  citizens  raised  $7,000  and  a  40x60 
three  stor^'  building  was  begun  that  summer. 
First  Catalog  listing   1 36  students. 

A  colored  man  applied  for  admission,  the 
faculty  accepted  it,  but  some  opposition  ap- 
peared and  the  matter  went  to  the  Board 
which  sustained  the  faculty's  decision. 

It  was  officially  decided  to  admit  colored  stu- 
dents.     D.    K.    Pierson    of   Chicaoo   offered 

o 

■tiSOO  towards  a  library  if  a  matching  sum  was 
raised. 

.  $  1 ,000  was  added  to  the  library. 

.With  great  effort  subscriptions  for  $22,026.50 
were  obtained  to  start  an  endowment  fund, 
but  due  to  hard  times  -  it  shrank  to  $16,500 
which  was  safely  invested.  A  number  of  new 
courses  were  added,  French,  Latin,  Greek,  etc. 

.  Music  always  had  a  prominent  place  in  the 
school  and  G.  Frank  Page  was  appointed  in 
charge.  He  had  recently  completed  a  two 
years  course  in  Leipsic,  Germany. 

.  A  separate  building  was  prepared  for  music 
and  the  Congregational  church  was  leased  for 
a  term  of  vears.  Six  pianos  and  one  large 
Pipe  organ  were  in  use  and  the  vocal  depart- 
ment was  also  enlarged  and  improved.  Total 
number  of  students  327. 

A  178  page  book  was  published  -  covering 
the  activities  of  Commencement.  (Before 
linotype  -  so  hand  set.) 

.  An  active  Alumni  Ass'n  was  formed  about 
that  year  and  eighty-two  years  later  -  Sept. 
1962  -  one  hundred  alumni  and  friends  at- 
tended the  annual  banquet  in  Onarga. 

Religious  training  played  a  very  important 
]\irt  in  school  life  and  had  untold  influence 
in    building   outstanding   character.      Literary 


socieries  were  also  an  important  feature.  The 
Chrestomathean  oroanized  in  1863  and  the 
Atheneum  ten  years  later  and  sc\eral  others. 
Debates  and  oratorical  contests  were  frequent. 
A  "Lecture  Course"  presented  outstanding 
entertainment,  rarely  found  outside  of  the 
largest  cities.  Madame  Schumann  Heink, 
Dr.  Gunsalius  and  the  Philadelphia  orchestra 
are  only  a  few  of  the  programs  presented. 

In  addittion  the  school  music  department 
provided  a  great  deal  of  high  class  entertain- 
ment. TTie  various  athletic  teams  contrib- 
uted their  share  not  only  to  the  activities  of 
the  student  body  but  also  built  a  high  place  in 
the  sports  world.  Among  many  other  fine 
achievements  of  the  Seminary  -  an  exception- 
ally fine  school  paper  -  The  Scminarj'  Breeze 
deser\'es  special  mention. 

1888. "The  Ladies  Boarding  Hail"  was  constructed  - 
"finished  in  modern  style,  with  commodious 
rooms  supplied  with  heavy  furniture  and 
heated  with  steam",  (catalog)  It  was  72x36 
feet  with  rooms  for  60  women  at  40c  to  60c 
per  week  and  meals  at  $2.00  per  week.  It 
was  a  great  help  to  the  big  problems  of  hous- 
ing and  feeding  some  300  students  in  private 
homes. 

1892. A  brick  and  stone  building  48x78  feet  was 
erected,  two  stories  high  -  and  die  "con- 
servatory" was  recognized  as  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  state.  Besides  the  music,  art  and  so- 
cieties rooms,  the  chapel  would  seat  700. 
The  Seminary  now  ranked  4th  in  the  educa- 
tional field  for  schools  of  this  type  and  bridged 
the  gap  between  home  schools  and  colleges. 

1894. TOTAL  REGISTRATION  413 

1900. So  far,  the  people  of  Onarga,  friends  of  the 
school  and  tlie  Methodist  Conference  had 
carried  the  financial  load.  Plans  were  made 
to  raise  a  $100,000  endowment  fund.  By 
many  it  was  considered  an  extra\'agant  and 
impossible  dream.  But  I  Ion.  W.  A.  Rankin 
of  Onarga  sparked  the  program  with  a  $25,000 
donation  and  the  gigantic  task  was  completed 
in  1900. 

1901  .G.P.S.  was  affiliated  with  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity and  Militar\'  Drill  was  introduced.  "A 
jacket,  cap  and   trousers   could   be   made   to 


order  for  $10.50  -  equal  in  quality  to  any  store 
suit  costing  $16.00"  (Catalog). 

1 894  .  An  effort  was  made  to  raise  $40,000  to  replace 
the  original  "Recitation  Hall"  but  was  un- 
successful. 

1 907 .  The  executive  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  accepted  a  proposition  submitted  by 
C.  H.  Warnock  to  raise  $5,000  for  a  gym- 
nasium and  authorized  him  to  proceed. 

1 908.  1  he  now  gymnasium,  costing  about  $10,000 
with  the  lot  was  constructed  and  an  athletic 
field  was  acquired  and  impro\'ed. 

Various  gifts  and  bequests  were  received  over 
the  years  such  as  $15,000  from  Dr.  Ward,  a 
large  farm  from  the  Bunnel  state,  $20,000 
from  D.  K.  Pearson  and  $1,200  from  Dr. 
Har\'ey  to  mention  only  a  few. 

1912.The  Trustees  raised  $10,000  to  match  a  like 
amount  from  Mr.  Rankin  to  wipe  out  indebt- 
edness. Talk  was  started  towards  raising  an- 
other  $125,000  for  a  new  Recitation  Hall,  a 
bovs"  dormintor\'  and  a  ccntnil  heating  plant. 

1914. Mr.  Rankin  offered  $50,000  if  the  school 
would  raise  $100,000.  The  history  of  that 
program  would  fill  a  book,  climaxed  with  a 
Happy  Ending. 

1917.  W'orld  War  I  was  started  and  many  changes 
in  the  educational  field  forced  a  re-appraisal  of 
the  status  of  G.P.S.  by  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
The  rapid  growth  of  accredited  high  schools 
greatly  contributed  to  the  decreasing  nunil)er 
of  students  at  G.P.S.  The  Board  and  the 
school  -  faced  their  darkest  hour  after  55 
years. 

1918.  Tlie  Board  \  otcd  to  change  to  a  boys'  school 
with  Military'  and  Physical  training.  Mr.  H. 
M.  Karr  was  employed  as  Superintendent. 

1919— Col.  J.  E.  Bittingcr  and  his  two  sons,  Lyle 
and  Leigh,  took  oxer  the  operation  of  the 
school,  renamed  -  Tlie  Onarga  Military  School, 
under  a  lease  contract. 

1919-20.The  starting  enrollment  was  only  25 
cadets. 

1 920-2 1 .  This  number  was  doubled  and  the  3rd 
year,  O.M.S.  opened  with  76  students.    This 


was  a  tremendous  achievement  in  the  face  of 
post-war  conditions  and  changed  program. 

1920-21  .Capt.  E.  L.  Davis  joined  the  staff  as 
Science  teacher. 

1921.  The  old  "Recreation  Hall"  burned  and  was 
replaced  with  a  modem  building  and  an  addi- 
tion was  built  on  the  dormitory.  The  2nd 
Rankin  Mouse  was  remodeled  for  quarters. 
Capt.  T.  M.  Frazier  joined  the  staff  as  Eng- 
lish teacher  and  head  coach  of  all  sports.  First 
football  team  formed.     Five  seniors  graduated. 

1922-23.  Nine  seniors  graduated.  Football  record: 
Won  5,  lost  1,  tied  2.  Track  team  entered 
in  national  meet  at  Stagg  Field.  Capt.  Frazier 
poes  to  M.M.I.,  Gennantown,  Ohio. 

1923-24. Captain  Ludwick,  Leahv,  and  Stienecker 
join  staff. 

The  Methodist  church  lot  was  acquired  thus 
completing  the  full  block  for  O.M.S.  Campus. 

1 925-26. 0.M.S.  wins  3rd  place  in  National  Acad- 
emy Basketball  Tournament  at  Madison,  Wis- 
consin. 

1926-27  .O.M.S.  becomes  a  charter  member  of  Mid- 
West  Prep.  School  Conference.  Other  mem- 
bers: Way  land  Academy,  Morgan  Park  Mili- 
tar\'  Academy,  Elgin  Academy,  and  St.  Alban's 
School.      Enrollment    104. 

1933. The  "Auditorium"  burned  and  was  replaced 
with  a  beautitul  modem  building. 

193R.An  indoor  suimming  pool  and  an  addition 
were  added  to  the  old  Gymnasium,  at  a  cost 
of  $55,000. 

Col.  J.  E.  Bittinger  retired  as  active  head  of 
O.M.S.  but  continued  a  close  association 
v\  ith  the  school  for  se\'eral  years. 

1941.  The  total  enrollment  reached  full  capacity  of 
the  school  plant  and  numbered  126  cadets. 

Major  Leigh  Bittinger  resigned  from  the 
school  to  become  Ass't  Director  of  Selecti\'e 
Seri'ice  during  W.W.  II. 

Death  of  Gen.  J.  E.  Bittinger.  One  of  Capt. 
Stieneckcr's  best  Rifle  teams.  "Red  Grange" 
speaker  at  football  banquet. 


1942. Capt.  Greer  retired.  Seventeen  seniors  gradu- 
ated. Mother  Holtzman,  school  nurse,  leaves 
O.M.S. 

1943-44. Capt.  Stienecker  promoted  to  Major. 

1944-45  .Capt.  Frazier  becomes  Principal;  Capt. 
Ludwick  Ass't  Superintendent. 

1945-46. Mrs.  Lilv  Oakes  named  school  nurse. 
Honor  Roll  dedicated  to  eleven  O.M.S.  men 
v\ho  gave  their  lives  for  their  country.  Capt. 
Reed  joins  staff.  Capt.  Greer  died  -  having 
retired  several  years  previous. 

1946-47  .Capt.  Ludwick  promoted  to  Lt.  Col.  Capt. 
Davis  and  Capt.  Frazier  promoted  to  Major. 
Hedges,  Kreft,  and  Yoder  win  firsts  in  State 
Music  Contests.  Top  enrollment  -  135  cadets. 
Lamb,  Krabbe,  and  Liska  qualify  for  State 
Track  Meet. 

1947  48.  Basketball  team  goes  to  Sectional.  Lamb, 
SLate  Champion  in  the  mile.  Higgins  and 
Averv  -  first  doubles  tennis  team  to  go  to 
State  tournament.  Rifle  team  undefeated. 
Battalion  parades  in  Dan\ille  on  Prepared- 
ness Day. 

1951. Lt.  Col.  C.  H.  Ludwick,  Assistant  to  Col. 
Lvle  Bittinger  in  the  operation  of  the  school  - 
died  suddenly. 

1952. Capt.  M.  L.  Wright  retired  and  Col.  L.  E. 
Adams  joined  staff. 

1953. Col.  Lvle  Bittinger  retired  after  33  years  at 
O.M.S.  and  Col.  L.  E.  Adams  was  named 
Superintendent  that  fall,  assisted  by  Frazier, 
Dj\  is,  Stienecker  and  Reed. 

1957. Capt.  P.  A.  Homer  died  having  retired  in 
1952. 

1958.  Major  Stienecker  retired. 


1906  -  1963. Mrs.  Belle  Anderson  for  most  of  57 
\cats  -  has  been  an  invaluable  member  of 
tiic  C;PS  and  OMS  staff  whether  so  classsified 
or  not  and  still  reigns  as  Queen  Supreme  in 
the  kitchen  and  dining  room  of  O.M.S, 
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Saliinla\,  Ocloher  otii 


10;0U  A.M. 


REGISTRATION 


Auditoi'ium 


11:30  A.M LUNCHEON 

(Buffet  Style)  -  Auditorium 

2:00  P.M.  .  .  CENTENNIAL  PARADE 

Floats  -  Bands  -  Contests  -  Prizes 
Main  Street 


3:30  P.M. 


Bowling  ....  Whaleys 

Golf  .  Spring  Creek  Country  Club 

Display  and  Exhibit  of  Mementoes 


and  Social  -  Reunions 


Old  Gvm 


6:30  P.M. 


CENTENNIAL  BANQUET 
Methodist  Chui'ch 


9:15  P.M.       .      CENTENNIAL  DANCE  &  PARTY 

Legion  Hall 
Social  Hour  -  Reunions  —  Old  Gym 
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Sunday,  October  6th 


8:00  A.M.    -    10:00  A.M. 

Legion  Hall 


BREAKFAST 


9:00  A.M.    -    12:00  P.M.  —  CHURCH  of  Your  Choice 

12:00  P.M.       OUTDOOR  BEEF  &  CHICKEN  ROAST 

1:30  P.M. 

GRAND  PRAIRIE  SEMINARY  ALUMNI 
Business  Meeting  -  Legion  Hall 

ONARGA  MILITARY  SCHOOL  ALUMNI 
Business  Meeting  -  Auditorium 


2:30  P.M.         .  .  CENTENNIAL  CONCERT 

"The  Aristocrats  of  Song" 
Onarga  High  School 


4:00  P.M. 


ONARGA  MILITARY  SCHOOL 

PARADE  and  REVIEW 

Parade  Grounds 


Compliments 

of 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL 

BANK  OF  OILMAN 

Oilman,  Illinois 
a 

Member  of 
Federal  Reserve  System 


COMPLIMENTS 
of 

SCHMOHE 
GRAIN  COMPANY 

Ridgeville,  Illinois 


KANKAKEE 

COCA  COLA 

BOTTLING  CO. 

KANKAKEE  ILLINOIS 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 

THE  KURL  SHOP 

EVELYN  SALMON,  Proprietor 

Phone  AMherst  8-7215 

Onarga  Illinois 


COMPLIMENTS 

Dick  Norton 
Huntington  Laboratories 

Sanitation  &  Maintenance 
Supplies 


Congratulations 

and 

Best  Wishes 

ALEXANDER  CHEMICALS 

Division 
North  American  Car  Corp. 

77  So.  Wacker  Drive 
Chicago  6,  Illinois 
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Original  Gymnasium  constructed  in  1908 


Compliments 

of 

ONARGA 

STATE  BANK 

Onarga,  111. 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 

BORK  NURSERY 

Wholesale  and  Retail  Growers 

ONARGA,  ILLINOIS 

Phone  AM  8-7267 


LLOYD  GRAY 

INSURANCE 


Fire 
Auto 


Casualty 
Homeowners 


Blanket  Form    -    Liability  Insurance 

Phone  AM  8-7611 
Onarga  Illinois 


CONGRATULATIONS 
-  from  - 

CHESTY  FOODS.   Inc. 

p.  O.  Box  177 
TERRE  HAUTE,  INDIANA 
Potato  Chips      -      Popcorn 


"Relive  the  Happy  School  Days" 

PERRY  PRICE 

LANDSCAPE 

FORMER  CADET 
CLASS  OF  '36 

°  Landscaping 

°  Tree  Surgery 

°  Spraying 

°  Stump  Removal 

"We  Go  Anywhere" 

Phone  AM  8-7612         Onarga,  Illinois 


Congratulations 

on 

100  Years  of 

Progress 
to 

Onarga  Military  School 
and 

Grand  Prairie  Seminary 
from 

SALKELD  &  SONS 
Sporting  Goods 

Kankakee  Illinois 


BEST  WISHES  ON 

YOUR 

ONE  HUNDREDTH  BIRTHDAY 

Batter  WHiipped 
SUNBEAM  BREAD 


HIGHEST  QUALITY 
JANITOR  SUPPLIES 

D 

CANADY  LABS 

Id  2-2576  Watseka,  Illinois 


Compliments 

of 

GIBSON  TRANSFER 

Onarga,   Illinois 


CONLINS 
DRESS  SHOP 

Where  the  Smartest  Styles 
Can  Be  Had  For  Less. 


110  E.  Walnut 


Watseka,  Illinois 


W.  LEWIS  &  CO. 

CHAMPAIGN'S  LEADING 
DEPARTMENT  STORE 

Down  Town  Champaign 
Phone  352-4151 


Congratulations 

on  Your 

One  Hundredth  Birthday 
Best  Super  Market 

Route  45  Onarga,  Illinois 


Congratulations 
O.  M.  S. 

on    100    years    of    building 
citizens  of  tomorrow. 
May  you  continue  to  grow 
and  contribute  to  Onarga's 
progress. 


ii 


CENTRAL  ILUHOIS 
PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMPAHY 


COMPLIMENTS 

H. 

A. 

BRAITHWAITE, 
of 

Onarga,  Illinois 

M.D. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
THE   BEAUTY   NOOK 

EVELYN   ISHMIEL 
AMherst  8-7280 


Onarga 


Illinois 


Not  What  Has  Been  -  Rather 
What  Will  Be  .  .  . 

The  Alumni  Association  of  Onarga  Military  School  is  happy  to  be  a  part 
of  the  Grand  Prairie  Seminary  in  the  observance  of  a  century  of  service 
to  education.  What  has  been  is  past.  Our  concern  is  for  the  future.  We, 
the  Alumni,  hope  to  see  Onarga  Military  School  grow  stronger  and  larger 
in  the  years  ahead.  As  we  offer  congratulations  on  the  past,  we  pledge 
our  support  for  a  better  school  in  the  future. 

ONARGA   MILITARY   SCHOOL 
ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 


Dr.  F.  G.  Yabsley  '36,  President 
Edward  T.  Murphy  '44,  Treasurer 


M.  P.  Richards  '40,  Vice  President 
William  Salmen  '28,  Secretary 


Congratulations 

to 

G.P.S.    -    O.M.S. 


FARMERS 

PIONEER  MUTUAL 

FIRE  &  LIGHTNING 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Onarga,  Illinois 


CENTENNIAL 
CONGRATULATIONS 

D 

Dr.  A.  J.  Schjervheim,  D.D.S. 
Onarga,  Illinois 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 

HOMER'S 

JEWELRY  &  MUSIC   STORE 
Onarga,  Illinois 

Musical  Instruments 

Gifts     -     Greeting  Cards 

Instrument  and  Watch  Repairing 

Phone  AM  8-7379 


MIDDLETON  CHAPEL 

Ambulance  Service 

ONARGA,  ILLINOIS 

Verdell  Middleton  Ph.  AM  8-7241 


UHLMANN 
GRAIN  COMPANY 

D 
OILMAN.  ILLINOIS 


Congratulations 

from 

BEN  OVERSTREET 
&  SON 

n 


'JEWELERS  IN  PAXTON 
SINCE  1896" 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 

Compliments 
of 

KAY'S  GIFT  SHOP 

and 

MICHIGAN  FRUIT  CO. 

Gilman,  Illinois 

BEAUTY  SAUON 

Onarga,  Illinois 

FRESH    FRUITS 

RYAN 

AND  VEGETABLES 
DAILY 

5c -$1.00  STORE 

Wholesale  and  Retail 

Onarga,  Illinois 

Thanks  to  O.M.S. 

for 

Evervtliiii^! 
B.  A.  Bolt.  Jr. 

(Chicago) 

Class  of  ^27 


CONGRATULATIONS 

on  your 

One  Hundredth  Birthday 


CORN    BELT 
CONSTRUCTION  CO. 

FRANK  ZIRKLE 
ONARGA  ILLINOIS 


CONGRATULATIONS  ON 
100  YEARS  OF  PROGRESS 

FARR'S  MOTEL 

—  LARGE  MODERN  ROOMS  — 

'Individually  Controlled     'Tile  Baths 
Heating  and  "Carpeted  Floors 

Air  Conditioning  'Free  TV 

Good  Restaurants  Nearby 
On  U.S.  Hwys.  24-45-54  Phone 

Gilman.  Illinois  CO  5-7300 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 

SHEPHERD 
FLOWER  SHOP 

"Flowers  For  All  Occasions" 
Gilman  Illinois 


Compliments 

of 

UNDERWOOD'S 

Fairview  Restaurant 
and  Coral  Lounge 

Gilman.  Illinois 


TENNEY  SALES,  Inc. 

711  W.  Seneca 
Kankakee,   Illinois 


WHOLESALE 

CANNED  &  FROZEN  FOOD 

DISTRIBUTORS 

Catering  to 

Hotels,  Restaurants,  Hospitals, 

Clubs  and  Schools 

Telephone  Wells  32266 


HOBSON 
MOTOR  SALES 

Chevrolet  Sales  &  Service 

CLIFTON,  ILLINOIS 
Phone  23 


Compliments 

of 

COX'S  HARDWARE 

Onarga,  Illinois 


CONOR  A  TULA  TIONS 
and  BEST  HASHES 

Daniel  J^.  Tresti 
B.  A.  RAIL  TON  CO. 

MANUFACTURING    -    INSTITUTIONAL 
WHOLESALE  GROCERS    ■    SINCE  1887 


CONGRATULATIONS 

GRAND  PRAIRIE 
SEMINARY 

and 

ONARGA  MILITARY 
SCHOOL 

on  Completion 

of 

100  Years  In  Education 

n 
TOWNSEND  &  OLSON 

Onarga,  Illinois 


Congratulations 
SCHNURR'S 

MEN'S  FURNISHINGS 
CANVAS  PRODUCTS 

Onarga,  Illinois 


NEW  SOFT  DRINK! 

From  the  same  company 
that  bottles  Coca-Cola 


SPRITE 

IN  KING-SIZE 
6  BOniE  CARTON 


Booth  Lumber  Yard 

Congratulates  the  Alumni  of 

of 

GRAND  PRAIRIE  SEMINARY  AND 

ONARGA  MILITARY  SCHOOL 

on  the  occasion  of  the  schools' 

Centennial  Celebration 


"Make  Onarga  Your  Home." 


Compliments 

of 

JOHN  C.  BRADSHAW 
&SON 

Farm  Realtors 
D 

FARMS 
FARM  LOANS 
APPRAISALS 

D 

BUCKLEY  3641 
ONARGA  AM  8-7652 


CONGRATULATIONS! 

WATSEKA 
FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK 

216  South  Fourth  Street 

WATSEKA,  ILLINOIS 

D 
"A  Full  Service  Bank" 


CONGRATULATIONS 

CLARENCE  WEBER 

Onarga,  Illinois 

Breeder  of  Polled  Herefords 

Herd  Sire 
HR  Victor  Domino  40th 

Cow  Herd 

Domestic  Woodrow  and  Domestic 

Mischief  Breeding 


WET  WASH 


ROUGH  DRY 


Congratidatioml 


from 


Olson's  Laundry 


Luther  Vaughn 


PAXTON 


ILLINOIS 


When  Grand  Prairie  was  founded  in  1863 
Onargans  looked  to  the  -  - 


ONARGA  LEADER 

for  their  news. 


Three  years  later  the  -  - 

GRAND  PRAIRIE  REVIEW 

was  founded. 
The  two  papers  became  the  -  - 

Onarga  Leader-Review 

in  1869 

Through  most  of  the  years  that  Grand  Prairie 
Seminary  and  Onarga  Military  School  have  been 
in  existence,  the  Onaga  Leader-Review  has  fol- 
lowed the  fortunes  and  disappointments  of  the 
school  and  those  who  came  here  to  further  their 
education. 

As  one  old  fellow  to  another.  Congratulations. 


s>' 


ONARGA  LEADER  -  REVIEW 

Marvin  M.  Craig,  Editor-Publisher 


Best  Wishes  For  Your 

Continued  Success 

FROBISH 
FOTO  SERVICE 

Hours 
10  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m. 

Evenings  by  Appointment 
Closed  on  Thursdays 

QMS  PHOTOGRAPHERS 

117  No.  Chestnut 
AM  8-7314  Onarga,  lUinois 


COMPLIMENTS 

STEPHENS  DRUGS 

I  Walgreen  Agency) 

CHAS.  E.  STEPHENS,  R.  Ph. 
Onarga,  Illinois 


LIL-LEY  FARMS 

Breeders  of 

REGISTERED 

QUARTER  HORSES 

Some  for  sale 

DON  WREDE  Onarga,  Illinois 


18(),*i        One  Hundred  Years  of  Educational  Progress         1963 

ONARGA 
MILITARY  SCHOOL 

CORPORA TK   NAME 
GRAND  I'KAIKIE  SKAIINAKY  AND  COMMERCIAL  COLLEGE 


Onarga,  Illlinois 
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"TEACHING   BOYS  TO   LIVE" 


Congratulations 

on  100  years  of  Service 

in  building  Character 

and  Physical  Fitness  in 

American  Youth 


Bush  Bros.,  Inc. 

Paper  Merchants 
Champaign,  Illinois 


Your  Efforts  Appreciated 
in  behalf  of  the 

GPS-OMS  CENTENNIAL 

1863-1963 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Grand  Prairie  Seminary,  Inc., 
operators  of  the  Onarga  Mihtary  School,  are  grateful  for 
the  splendid  co-operation  of  everyone  in  making  this  the 
Centennial  year  a  success. 

The  GPS  Board  especially  appreciates  the  work  of  the 
Centennial  Committee,  Civic  Organizations,  Churches,  and 
the  efforts  of  all  the  fine  people  who  gave  of  their  time  to 
make  this  a  historic  and  remcmbci^cd  occasion. 


GRAND  PRAIRIE  SEMINARY 
BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 

G.  B.  Olson,  President  Avery  D.  Shepherd,  Vice  President 

R.  M.  Wheeler,  Treasurer  Charles  H.  Warnock,  Secretary 

Marvin  M.  Craig  Kenneth  Ingham  Robert  E.  Meyer 

Clement  Ikins  John  Stephens  Rolland  Knoche 

S.  B.  Cultra  Robert  Bradshaw  John  H.  Egley 

Elrner  Ebert         Frank  Zirkle         Chauncey  Booth 

Leslie   Bork,    Sr.  W.    E.    Bennett.    D.D. 


Best  wishes  for  your 
continued  Success 

O.M.S.-G.P.S. 
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HOWARD  WHITESIDE 


PLUMBING    -    HEATING    -    COOLING 


Onarga,  Illinois 


Congratulations 


<lA.  T.  &  G.  Co. 

Farmington,  Michigan 


The  BONNERS 


Congratulations 


JM.  "B.  Fetcher  Co. 

Detroit,  Michigan 


The  BONNERS 


FOR  HEALTHS  SAKE  FISH  AND  FEEL  FIT  AT 

BOB  CAMAl  \CK\S  TREELAND  PINES  RESORT 

36th  Year  Chippewa  Flowage  On  Musky  Bay 


Grand  will  be  your  vacation  weeks  when 

Pliiinwd  atul  spent  at  Bob  Cammack's  Treelarul  Pines  Resort, 

Si'lcniliii  fishing,  spray-rail  boats,  ultra-modem  cabins. 

Acjiui  fun  for  every  one  at  Bob's  water-ski  school 
Ne(s  pleasure  for  the  faniih ,  a  Treeland  Pines  rule. 
D"  send  for  a  folder  to  help  you  plan. 

Outstanding  for  fishermen  whether  skilled  with  the  rod 

yiake  reservation  early,  get  nearer  to  God. 
Si'/c  sii'iiiimiiig  for  children  in  a  special  spot. 

Cammack's  "comfort,  serx'ice  and  hospitality"  too, 

Eicri  one  ivill  find  is  a  maxim  true. 

Seed  only  fishing  tackle,  sport  clothes  and  time 

T"  make  this  a  dream  you'll  consider  super-fine. 

Kat  ill  cottage,  lunch  ground  or  Resort  as  you  wish 

\o/  at  the  hour  you  should  try  for  the  fish 

N'i't'  out  of  ten  of  tlic  fish  you  nuiy  laiul 

Into  the  boat  means  food  for  the  pan. 

AU  rcsen'alions  should  be  made  at  an  early  date, 

Itiikc  Chippewa  -  musky,  pike,  panfish  -  avoid  being  late. 

IT'S  NO  SECRET  -  - 

Fish  l)ito  best  in  May,  June.  Sept.  and  Oct. 
Try  a  Spring  or  Fall  vacation.  Comfortable 
cabins  available  for  a  week  or  a  weekend. 

American  and  Housekeeping:  Plan — Strictly  Clean  Mod- 
ern Cabins  Completely  Housekeeping  Equipped,  includ- 
ing Upholstered  Furniture.  Two  5  bedroom  cabins. 
Playground  Equipment,  Sunbathing  Raft,  Diving  Board, 
Good  Sand  Beach,  Roped  Swimming  Area  for  Children, 
Shuffleboard  and  Horseshoe  Court.  Musky,  Walleye, 
Crappie,  Bass.  Guides.  Fiberglas  Spray-Rail  Boats, 
Motors,  Bait,  Fishing  Tackle,  Fish  Cleaning  House,  Con- 
crete Launching  Ramp,  Deep  Freeze  Facilities.  Write 
to  learn  about  Free  Vacation  —  Largest  Musky  caught 
from  our  boats.    Mosquito  controlled. 

Mermaid  Water  Ski  School  A.W.S.A.  Affiliated 
SPRING  and  FALL  FISHING  BEST 

Phone  582-J3 
Bob   Camniack,   Jr. 

Rt.  4.  Box  C 
HAYWARD.  WIS. 


Roll    Cammack's 

rreclaiul    Pines    Resort 

Chippewa  Flowape 

Hayward,  Wis. 


Mildred  Skinner  Cammack,  '11 

and 

R.  L.  "Bob"  Cammack,  Sr.,  '09 

Coach  '10  -  '11 

.  .  .  with  a  fine  catch! 


Your  Chance  of  Catchinj;  a 
Musky  Is  Better  Than 
Any  Place  In  the  World! 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS  URBANA 

CONlGEf  COOl 

ONE  HUNDRED  YEARS  OF  LEARNING  AT  GRAND  P 
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